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Welcome to the March       

Timsbury Letter    

          Village News 

Features this Month 

Timsbury Village Larder- page 5 

Parish Council Budget for 2021– page 6 

Support  from the Village Agent for Timsbury- page 8 

Seven Stars offering Takeaway Menu – page 18 

Bath & North East Somerset Council is 
partially updating its Local Plan which 
specifies where most housing and 
businesses can be built up to 2029.  
 
The key Placemaking Plan already 
includes two sites in Timsbury for 26 
houses each; at Upper Conygre in North 
Road which is being built on the old 
coalmine site, and also on the west part 
of the field behind the primary school. 
 
B&NES says that it needs to update 
some policies, including to help address 
the Council’s declaration of a Climate 
Emergency and an Ecological 

Emergency; to update housing supply to 
ensure its Core Strategy targets are 
met; and to reflect changes to national 
policy.  
 
The Council expects most new sites will 
be in the Bath and Keynsham areas as 
they are better linked to transport. To 
be acceptable any land around the 
village offered for housing would have 
to fit into the Plan. The Parish Council 
will respond to the consultation on the 
Draft Plan in the spring and consult the 
village if need be. 

B&NES Local Plan for Housing 

March Letter Deadline: Thursday 11th March 

Please send articles and adverts EARLY to: 

Madeleine Potts, newsletter@timsbury.org.uk 07834 859291 

47 Southlands Drive. Images & adverts in JPG format. 
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Next Parish Council Meeting 
 

Meetings are held remotely on the internet 
until further notice and the public can still 

join in.  
The Next Meeting is 1st March at 7.30pm 

 
See timsbury.org.uk/parishcouncil 

Chris Gittins 

Clerk to Timsbury Parish  

Council 

01761 470 516                              

timsbury.parish.clerk@gmail.com 

www.timsbury.org.uk/parishcouncil 

Planning Applications 
Comments by the Parish Council can be 
seen on the B&NES planning website, in 
the Parish Council Minutes at: 
timsbury.org.uk/parishcouncil/meetings 
and on noticeboards in the Conygre Hall 
and outside Our Plaice chip shop. 
 

Application decided by B&NES 
Council 
Application decided by B&NES Council 
20/04870/FUL 45 Lansdown Crescent, 
Timsbury BA2 0JX 

Erection of a two-storey side extension 
following demolition of existing single 
storey extension, and the erection of 
single storey rear extension and front 
porch. PERMITTED 
 

Applications to be Considered by 
Timsbury Parish Council 
None - applications may arise before 
publication. Others may be commented 
on in Meetings between newsletter 
publication dates. 

Vacant Role at Conygre Hall 
The Conygre Trust is looking to for a 

Caretaker, handyman/woman to care 

for the hall. It is a social and practical 

role key to the village. See page 2 for 

more details. 

DISCLAIMER:  

Views and opinions expressed in the Timsbury Letter are those of each individual 

contributor and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Parish Council.  

Support Local Takeaway Services 

The Seven Stars are still offering 

takeaway while they are unable to 

open. See page 18 to view their menu.  

Radford Mill farm are delivering 

seasonal veg boxes. See page 21 for 

more information.  

The Connies are still offering their 

takeaways. See the February Timsbury 

Letter for their menus. 

http://www.timsbury.org.uk/
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Timsbury Village Larder 

By Stacey Pottinger 

The current pandemic is unlike anything 

that most of us will have seen in our 

lifetimes, and it has pushed the country 

and everyone to their limits. We all no 

doubt heard about the rise in the need 

for foodbanks, as well other alternatives 

for providing individuals and families 

with healthy food. 

In January, a small team of volunteers 

set up a trial of the ‘Timsbury 

Larder’ (formally Pantry) and it has been 

successfully providing non-perishable 

food for anyone who needs it on 

Monday and Thursday at 2.00pm-

4.00pm and Saturday 10.00am-12pm. 

The Larder operates on a trust basis, 

assuming that those who need a bit of 

extra support  take only what they need 

to feed the people of their household, 

or people they are collecting for. So far 

the system has been welcomed and 

supported which the volunteer team is 

very grateful for. 

As soon as it is feasible, we will be 

moving the Larder to a different 

location where it will be accessible 

24/7. Details of which will follow soon! 

In the meantime, our enormous thanks 

to our volunteers and to Timsbury 

YMCA for allowing us to use their front 

porch 3 times a week. 

If you would like to donate (non-

perishable food, toiletries and cleaning 

products are accepted) or to become a 

volunteer please email Stacey, Michelle 

and the Larder volunteers 

at larder@timsbury.org.uk 
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Parish Council Budget for 2021 

For the current year to the end of 

March 2021 Timsbury Parish Council 

expects to spend a total of £80,000. 

Income for the year will be around 

£77,400. Most of the £2,600 shortfall 

will be recouped through a repayment 

of VAT paid on purchases made during 

the year. Both income and expenditure 

were about 10% down on expected 

levels, largely due to changes as a result 

of the Covid crisis. 

The main elements of expenditure in 

2020/21: 

• £22,000 on facilities and services – 

Recreation Field and Play Area, 

support for local groups and clubs, 

litter picking, allotments, the 

cemetery, footpaths and plantings 

and street lighting 

• £13,000 on youth services 

• £11,500 on the Hub Library 

• £25,000 on staff, office costs, 

training, insurance, auditing etc. 

• £8,500 on Newsletter and Walks 

Books funded by adverts and sales 

Next year from April 2021 the Parish 

Council expects to spend £90,200 i.e. 

about £1,400 more than the expected 

spend in the previous year. Forecast 

income for the year is £91,200. 

The main elements of spending 

increases planned for next year 

compared with this are maintenance of 

the recreation field, play area and 

cemetery, staff salaries, and a much-

hoped-for event to mark the end of 

lockdown restrictions. 

The income budget for 2020/21 

included an estimated £6,000 from the 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 

paid via B&NES Council by those 

building new homes in the village. This 

sum may eventually arrive, but it was 

not available in 2020/21 and cannot be 

relied on for 2021/22. 

Eventually there will also be further CIL 

money available from the homes now 

being built on the site of the old 

Conygre mine, but again timing is 

uncertain. To balance the shortfall in CIL 

money for 2021/22 the Parish Council 

has agreed to increase the village 

Precept (a sum shown in the B&NES 

council tax bill) from £69,000 to 

£75,000.  

When divided between all the homes in 

the village this will amount to an 

increase of about 50p each week for a 

home in Council Tax band D. 

More details of the Precept budget can 

be found on the website 

www.timsbury.org.uk/parishcouncil/

finances 
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Census day will be on 21st March. 

Households across the country will 

receive letters with a unique access 

code, allowing them to complete the 

questionnaire on computers, phones or 

tablets from early March.  

The census is a once-in-a-decade survey 

that provides the most accurate 

estimate of all the people and 

households in England and Wales. It has 

been carried out every decade since 

1801, with the exception of 1941. 

 “A successful census will ensure 

everyone from local government to 

charities can put services and funding in 

the places where they are most 

needed,” Iain Bell, deputy national 

statistician at the Office for National 

Statistics, said.  

“This could mean things like doctors’ 

surgeries, schools and new transport 

routes. That’s why it is so important 

everyone takes part and we have made 

it easier for people to do so online on 

any device, with help and paper 

questionnaires for those that need 

them.” 

The census will include questions about 

your sex, age, work, health, education, 

household size and ethnicity. And, for 

the first time, there will be a question 

asking people whether they have served 

in the armed forces, as well as voluntary 

questions for those aged 16 and over on 

sexual orientation and gender identity. 

Results will be available within 12 

months, although personal records will 

be locked away for 100 years, kept safe 

for future generations.  

For more information about the census 

visit census.gov.uk. 

Census 2021 will provide a snapshot 

of modern society 

Valerie Cunliffe of Somerset Folly, 

Timsbury would like to thank her lovely 

friends in Timsbury for their support 

following the death of her husband, 

David John Cunliffe on 24th January. 

Whether it be a thoughtful card, 

flowers, a plant, a chat on the phone or 

a walk, Val would like to thank every 

one of you. You have been amazing.  

The funeral will be held in St Mary’s 

Church, Timsbury on Wednesday 24th 

February with any donations in aid of 

Dorothy House Hospice via 

JustGiving.com 

Heartfelt thanks to Timsbury friends 
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 Support from Village Agent for 

Timsbury  

I am Maria Edwards your new Timsbury 

Village Agent for WERN (West of 

England Rural Network). I also cover 

nearby parishes. 

Village Agents offer confidential, free, 

independent information and advice to 

help individuals make informed choices 

about their lives, both future and 

present.  

This can range from information about 

transport to medical appointments, fire 

safety checks, social isolation and 

benefit claims plus lots more. 

We currently run weekly meetings on 

Zoom, which have been a great way for 

people to feel connected. Please 

contact me for more information. 

Anyone over the age of 19 can refer 

themselves to us and during these 

times, contact will by telephone. Family 

and friends may also refer someone to 

us but only with their consent.  

I  will be a very new face to all of you, so 

a little about myself. I moved to the 

beautiful West Country from the not 

quite so beautiful South East in 1991, to 

attend Bath University.  I settled in the 

area and moved from Bath to the local 

area in 2004 and I wouldn’t dream of 

swapping village life for city life. 

Despite joining WERN at such an 

unusual time (and being very much a 

people-person who enjoys meeting 

people face to face), I have already had 

the opportunity to meet some members 

of your parish via Zoom through our 

activities project Rural Links.  

 I look forward to meeting more of you 

and to getting involved in your 

community. Please do get in touch: I 

would love to hear from you! 

My work days are Mondays and 

Thursdays 10.00am – 3.00pm and my 

contact number is 07884 345298. You 

can also email me: Maria@wern.org.uk. 

Outside of these times, you can contact 

the office on 01275 333 700. 



 

 9 

                           
    Village Church Services  

 St Mary’s Church, Timsbury 

During the present Covid pandemic St Mary’s Church is closed for Sunday and 
Wednesday worship. If the situation should change in March, information will 
appear online. If Govt restrictions permit, we aim to have church services to mark 
Good Friday (2nd April) and Easter Sunday (4th April). Online services are made 
available each week and you can keep in touch by viewing and ‘liking’ the St Mary’s 
Church, Timsbury Facebook page if you use social media. If you would like a weekly 
link to our services on YouTube, please contact the Rector on 
martinblewett@gmail.com. 

 

St Mary’s church remains open for an hour of private prayer on Sunday afternoons 
between 3.00pm and 4.00pm 

As soon as we are able, we will be open for services.  All Covid-19 practices have 
been put in place to ensure we worship in a safe and happy church. 

All are welcome 

Sunday 7th March 10.30am Mr Ian Withers  

Sunday 14th March 10.30am Rev David Winstanley Holy Communion 

Sunday 21st March 10.30am Mrs Margaret West 

Sunday  28th March 10.30am Rev Elizabeth Kirova  

 

 

Methodist Church South Road 

Congregational Church North Road (with full wheelchair access) 

Secretary: Maureen Cox  01761 479656 

Tabor Free Methodist Church 
No services at present. 

Pastoral matters: Eric Barge  01761 420234, Secretary: Geoff Shute 568524  

Revd David Winstanley 

40 North Medows, Peasedown St John, Bath , BA2 8PS 

01761 439934 

dwin64@hotmail.com 

Secretary Frances Nicholson 01761 470841 
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News from Greenhill House 

By Tracey Herridge 

The year seems to be going so quickly. 

As for all of us, Christmas for the 

residents at Greenhill House was a little 

different this year. 

The gardening and activity team joined 

forces to organise a winter wonderland 

where the gardens were decked with 

hundreds of lights, candles, and a 

wonderful snow scene.  The residents 

wrapped up warm and enjoyed hot 

chocolate with marshmallows and 

cream and some home-made 

shortbread sat amongst the Christmas 

lights and trees. 

We were very grateful to receive a kind 

donation of a real Christmas tree from 

Welton Baptist Church which was part 

of the display. 

We would also like to thank Rev Martin 

Blewitt for organising a wonderful 

group of carol singers to visit. They 

stood outside (socially distanced) and 

entertained the residents. So nice to 

hear carols sung at Christmas time. 

However, the staff carol concert, 

although appreciated by the residents, 

may not have been quite so tuneful. 

We also took part in the Timsbury Angel 

trail where a glass painted Angel called 

‘Hope, the angel of 2021’ was created.  

We are now looking forward to the 

new, hopefully brighter year. Spring is 

fast approaching, and the residents 

have begun to plan this year’s garden 

display which will be called ‘Under the 

Sea’. We look forward to being able to 

welcome our friends from the village in 

to see us all as soon as we can. 
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Youth Work in Timsbury 

By Jane Van-Haaps 

So another month has passed of 

lockdown with no school for most 

children and young people.  Not so 

much has changed either for our Youth 

Project: Detached Youth Work 

continues on a Monday night from 

7.00pm, starting at Conygre Hall.  Do 

have a chat if you see Tony and myself 

out with our high vis jackets and 

lanyards.  It has been quiet, but there 

are still valuable conversations.   

We have liaised with the local police 

over funding and general catch up – it’s 

always good to link up to work towards 

a joined up approach and is also part of 

our looking ahead and planning for the 

future.   

As I said in the last newsletter, Covid 

has had a huge effect on all of us, so 

once restrictions are lifted, Youth Work 

will be more important than ever in 

making sense of what each young 

person has experienced, which will be 

different for everyone.   

Opposite are a few thoughts on self-

care for the current times, though I 

know there are lots of ideas out there.  

There  are also some ideas to have 

some fun outside this spring. 

Do feel free to get in touch with me 

(details below), with any comments, 

suggestions or offers of help.  I am back 

on part time furlough, so it may take 

slightly longer than usual for me to 

respond.   

Jane van Haaps 07483156995, 

jane@bathyfc.co.uk 
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Stepping Out 
Peter Bradshaw, Larry Cunningham and Sue Fraser 

As we approach a year since we first 

experienced lockdown we have all 

encountered at least some of the many 

negative impacts of Covid 19 on our 

lives. For us, one of these has been that 

for much of the time we have not been 

able to undertake our regular walks as a 

threesome and, as a result, we have not 

been able to produce a new, fifth, book 

of circular walks this year. 

On the other hand we've been 

delighted to see so many more folk out 

using the footpaths, bridle paths and 

quiet lanes to enjoy the lovely 

countryside around Timsbury. Thanks 

and congratulations to everyone for the 

care which people have taken to 

maintain social distancing. Often we 

notice that walkers are using one of our 

books to guide them and inform them 

of things of interest on the way. We  

produced the books in the hope that 

they would encourage more people to 

undertake and enjoy local walks and are 

pleased that the books have helped to 

swell the numbers.  

Sales of all four books have increased 

markedly throughout the three 
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lockdowns and each has had to be 

reprinted to meet demand. To our 

amazement, a total of over two 

thousand five hundred books have been 

purchased to date with the Parish 

Council, Radstock Museum and the 

charity WaterAid each benefitting 

financially as a result. We regularly get 

requests for books from beyond the 

immediate area and they have gone as 

far as America and Australia. 

 

Walking through the fields has been 

challenging during the last three 

months as a result of the amount of 

mud underfoot, especially close to 

gates and stiles! However, don't let that 

put you off. The appearance of 

snowdrops, crocuses, daffodils and 

lambs reminds us that spring, Easter, 

light evenings and firmer ground are all 

round the corner so we hope that you'll 

be tempted to stretch your legs and 

enjoy stepping out. We look forward to 

meeting you when you're out walking 

and to exchanging a greeting with you. 

Peter, Larry & Sue's books can be 

obtained from  

Connies, Health & More or Canine Craze 

Price £5.00 each 

Are you looking for some new walks? 

Then the walking in Somerset 

(www.walkinginengland.co.uk/

somerset) is the website for you! 

With hundreds of walks to download 

and print for free, it also has books of 

walks, contact details for all the walking 

groups in the county and much more. 

Whether you want to walk on your own 

or with a group all the information is 

there in one place. 

There is so much walking information 

on the web but it is difficult to find. 

Walking in Somerset (part of the 

Walking in England suite of websites 

(www.walkinginengland.co.uk)  – one 

for each county in England) has brought 

it together in one place so whether you 

are walking from home, or away on 

holiday, you will be able to find a walk 

suitable for you. 

With walks from half a mile to twelve 

miles plus long, and a note of suitability 

for pushchairs and wheelchairs, 

everyone can find a walk to enjoy. 

So home or away, check out the 

websites and get walking! 

www.walkinginengland.co.uk 

email: john@walkinginengland.co.uk 

Walking in Somerset 

By John Harris 
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Our History 

The British Legion was formed on 15 

May 1921 at 0900hrs at the Cenotaph 

the shrine to their dead comrades, the 

ex-Service men sealed their agreement. 

The Legion has been born! bringing 

together four national organisations of 

ex-Servicemen that had established 

themselves after the First World War: 

• The National Association of 

Discharged Sailors and Soldiers 

• The British National Federation of 

Discharged and Demobilized Sailors 

and Soldiers 

• The Comrades of The Great War 

• The Officers' Association 

The amalgamation of these diverse 

bodies can be attributed largely to two 

men: Field Marshal Earl Haig and Tom 

Lister of The Federation of Discharged 

and Demobilized Sailors and Soldiers.  

Lord Haig served as the President of The 

British Legion until his death on 29th 

January 1928 and Tom Lister was 

Chairman. Lance Bombardier Tom Lister 

a Lancastrian was moved by the 

situation, so he decided that if the 

government was unable or unwilling to 

do anything to improve the lives of ex-

service men, he would do something 

about it himself. This led to the 

formation of the British Legion.  

As a result of the war, Britain's 

economy plummeted and in 1921 there 

were two million people unemployed. 

Over six million men had served in the 

war. Of those who came back, 1.75 

million had suffered some kind of 

disability and half of these were 

permanently disabled.  

Then there were those who depended 

on those who had gone to war – the 

wives and children, widows, and 

orphans, as well as the parents who had 

lost sons in the war, on whom they 

were often financially dependent.  

The Legion was established to care for 

those who had suffered as a result of 

service during the First World War. And 

we've been helping the Armed Forces 

community and their families ever 

since.By 1921, the tradition of a Two 

Minute Silence had been established.  

The first ever Poppy Appeal was also 

held that year. The poppies sold out 

almost immediately and raised over 

£106,000; a considerable amount at the 

time. This money was used to help 

WW1 veterans with employment and 

housing.  

The Royal British Legion  

100th Anniversary 2021 

By Chris Fiddes 
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Starting a business in 2021 
 

By Richard Potts 

Times of great adversity are often times 

of great creativity. Entrepreneurship 

flourishes in recessions. Household 

name brands like WhatsApp, Uber and 

Airbnb all started their journey in the 

last big crash, the ‘credit crunch’ of 

2008. 

If you’re thinking about starting a 

business in a recession like we have 

now, then these are my top three tips to 

get you started. 

Time spent in nature is rarely wasted 

We’re very fortunate to live in Timsbury 

with easy access to country walks in any 

direction, and when it comes to starting 

a business there’s no better 

environment to inspire success. 

If you’ve realised you hate your current 

career or faced the horror of having 

your choice rescinded through 

redundancy, you might feel like you’re 

in freefall. But if you’re feeling stressed, 

panicked, or threatened, and your mind 

is racing with whacky ideas then going 

for a walk really is the best thing you 

can do. What happens here is your brain 

shifts from the fight or flight zone to the 

rational zone (the ‘parasympathetic 

autonomic nervous system’ to be 

exact).  

Getting wound up is a great trigger for 

action, but you want to grab hold of 

those emotions and start to use your 

incredibly powerful rational mind to 

work out your way ahead.  

Take a walk, breath fresh air, spend 

time with mud beneath your boots, and 

start to plan. 

Creativity is a superpower 

Your creative mind is your greatest ally 

in economic survival. Humans have an 

almost limitless capacity to think their 

way out of any problem, given enough 

incentive and with time to compose 

rational thoughts.  

That idea that you can almost see in the 

corner of your eye, that half-formed 

thought, that inexplicable search of 

social media for inspiration – these 

deserve your time more than you may 

realise.  



 

 17 

The Natural History Group 

By Rod Bruce 

Timsbury Natural History Group are 

hoping (with fingers crossed) to re-

commence Indoor Meetings at Conygre 

Hall in September. 

Jeff Slugett will be hard to replace, he  

attended our Meetings and was very 

helpful 

I hope things are well with you and your 

family. My grandchildren are coping 

well with home schooling but then their 

dad is a teacher! 

Lockdown restrictions have forced us all 

to slow down, but in doing so we have 

been gifted a unique opportunity to 

spend time thinking creatively and 

breath life into new ideas.  

Passion gives you purpose 

Being forced into starting a business 

through a sudden, dramatic change in 

circumstance like losing your job, might 

be enough to get started but it won’t 

sustain you in the long term. Equally, a 

competitive or combative temperament 

might be enough to motivate you at 

first, but when you realise there’s no 

finish line and no summit, these 

emotional states won’t keep you going. 

Passion is the only true fuel for the 

endless journey of building your 

business. But there are two types of 

passion: hot and cold.  

Hot passion is easy to understand – it’s 

the fired-up enthusiasm you feel about 

a new idea. It’s pure, unfiltered, 

excitement. It’s heart, not head.  

Cold passion is something of an 

oxymoron, but it’s like a simmering 

excitement that makes you want to 

work on your brand every day (even 

Mondays). It’s a steady state, with 

heart and brain working together. 

A successful, long-term business is 

fuelled by cold passion. 

So, whether you’re starting your 

entrepreneurial journey or thinking 

about doing so, my advice is to use 

lockdown as the perfect time to go for 

walks, think creatively, determine what 

you’re truly passionate about and 

shape your ideas into reality.  

Enjoy the journey and good luck! 
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 The Seven Stars offering take-away 

Menu 

Support the Seven Stars by ordering 

from the take-away menu during 

lockdown. Order from the menus 

shown here by calling them on 01761  

471700.    Sunday roast take-way is 

available every Sunday 12.30– 4.00pm. 

Keep an eye out for special events, 

including a curry night, over the next 

few months. 
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Ruminations from Radford 

By Richard Fox 

March is an exciting time on the Farm:  

potatoes chitting away, squash and 

pumpkin seeds to pot up, thousands of 

other veg seeds to sow and transplant. 

Hundreds of acorns that have been 

sprouting miniature oak trees are just 

about ready to go into bigger pots, and 

the first baby lambs will be popping out 

next week.   

Little lambkins are a delight to see, but 

they represent quite a lot of 

preparation work, management and 

husbandry which is not really visible to 

the dozens of folks who walk across the 

Farm each week.  One of the joys of 

Spring is watching all those lambkins do 

their vertrical take-off gamboling. 

The final episode of David 

Attenborough's "Perfect Planet" set us a 

serious challenge.  Our organic Farm 

might be more green in some areas 

because we don't use chemicals and our 

animal husbandry standards are higher.  

But the film made me realise that we 

are not doing as much as we could be 

doing to "save the planet".  We are 

beginning some triple bottom-line 

accounting for the Farm and for all the 

individuals personally.  We're starting 

environmental and social "audits" in 

order to benchmark where we are now, 

and where we might be next year.   

Everyone could be doing this from now 

on as well. Can you cut the number of 

bin bags you use by 10% each year?  

Can you shrink the miles you drive each 

year by 10%?  Can you reduce your 

water consumption year on year?   

Are 100% cotton garments 

environmentally better?  How is cotton 

grown?  Huge water consumption and 

pesticide use means huge 

environmental costs in some other 

country.   

Are we really saving the planet by not 

eating meat? All that replacement 

protein in the form of soy and palm 

plantations leading to deforestation 

elsewhere in the world, not to mention 

the oil burned up in worldwide bulk 

shipping, may be even more costly than 

grass-fed, high husbandry local livestock 

production.  Maybe our lambs are more 

green than your avocados. 
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The Green Pages 

By Bridget Newbery 

Last of the energy myth busters – 

ending with some good ones though. 

Read on… 

It’s cheapest to stay in one room with 

an electric heater or a gas fire. 

Myth. It might seem obvious that if you 

are alone in the house and cold, you’re 

better off sitting next to a heater in one 

room than turning the central heating 

on. But this is often untrue.  

Electricity and bottled gas are both far 

more expensive per unit than mains 

gas. Electric fan heaters and portable 

gas fires are two of the biggest energy 

guzzlers, and if you have them on for a 

matter of hours then it’s likely to be 

cheaper just to turn on your central 

heating with the radiators on a low 

setting in the rooms you’re not using. 

The stuff stored in my loft is providing 

a layer of insulation. 

Myth. Boxes, packing cases and unused 

furniture in your loft are not helping to 

insulate your home. And if they're 

squashing your insulation down they're 

probably doing the opposite as 

standard loft insulation works best if it 

is able to trap lots of air. If you want to 

store things in the loft, set aside an area 

next to the hatch, add insulation only to 

the level of the joists and then put 

insulated loft board across the joists to 

place your items on. The rest of your 

loft should be insulated to a depth of 

270mm (10.5 inches). 

With warm air heating systems, you 

should put a bowl of water in front of 

the vents to stop the air getting too 

dry. 

Myth. Some people think that a warm 

air heating system makes the air in their 

house dry, and many people put a bowl 

of water by the vents to moisten the 

air. There’s no truth in the ‘dry air’ 

claim, and purposely evaporating water 

into the air in your home can create 

problems with damp caused by 

condensation, so it’s best not to do this. 

We all release plenty of moisture into 

the air at home just by washing and 

cooking. 
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New digital tool helps people to save 

water and money 

By Tom Thompson, Wessex Water 

People in Bath have started the new 

year by taking steps to save water at 

home, thanks to a new Wessex Water 

digital tool – GetWaterFit. 

GetWaterFit helps Wessex Water 

customers to save water, energy and 

money, while also supporting local 

charities. 

By answering a few simple questions 

about your water usage habits and 

appliances, you’ll receive tailored 

information about how to save water at 

home. You will also be entitled to a free 

water-saving pack and virtual 

consultation to help maximise your 

savings. 

Aimee Shaw, head of customer insight 

and participation at Wessex Water, 

said: “GetWaterFit is easy-to-use and 

can be accessed on phones and other 

devices. With more of us now working 

from home and using more water and 

energy, it’s the perfect time to look for 

ways to save money on utility bills.” 

GetWaterFit encourages users to take 

part in water-saving challenges and 

pledges in and around their home.  

“You don’t have to try them all at once, 

you can try different ones each week to 

find what works for you,” Aimee added.  

“Every time you complete a challenge, 

you will earn digital coins that you can 

exchange to raise money for a number 

of local charities. By joining those 

currently using GetWaterFit in Bath, you 

will not only save money, but 

everyone’s actions will add up to help 

the local environment and charities in 

your community.” 

To find out more about GetWaterFitand 

to sign up   visit the website at 

www.wessexwater.co.uk/getwaterfit 

Tom Thomson 

Junior Content Writer 

Wessex Water 

Claverton Down Bath BA2 7WW 

wessexwater.co.uk 
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Timsbury Gardening Club 

By Graham Nichols 
The Gardening Club welcomed in the 

New Year with a Zoom meeting 

accompanied with a fun quiz organised 

by Liz. Phil won it but there was no 

physical prize just a virtual one handed 

over by our President.  

The evening was a chance to meet up 

again in spite of the anti virus 

regulations we must abide by. A 

discussion about holding the AGM this 

year resulted in everyone agreeing that 

another Zoom meeting should be held 

to encourage all members to take part 

and then hold a further one for the 

actual AGM evening.  

The future of this year’s shows was also 

discussed and agreed that as things 

stood it was impossible to forecast what 

could happen. There was a suggestion 

that we could hold a virtual Spring show 

with members putting their plants on 

show either on ‘Timsbury Rocks’ or at a 

future Zoom meeting. The committee 

discuss this later.  

Another meeting will be held on 

Tuesday 9th February. 

Gadget Busters offering phone and 

online support 

By Sarah Diacono  

Gadget Busters is alive and well and 

continues to operate despite the 

pandemic!  

Do you have difficulty using your laptop, 

iPad, tablet, phone or digital camera? 

Or do you want to communicate 

visually or play games on-line with your 

friends and family during the pandemic, 

but don't know how?  Perhaps you're 

worried about how to order 

supermarket deliveries on-line?  

Email cvgadgetbusters@gmail.com 

We will be holding phone sessions on 

the first and third Fridays of each month 

until it is safe to resume face to face 

sessions.  We make no charge, but 

suggest you make a £3 donation to the 

charity of your choice.   

To contact us, simply  e-mail your query 

and your phone number by midday on 

Friday 5th March or Friday 19th 

March and one of our friendly 

volunteers will get back to you 

during the two hour on-line sessions.    



 

 26 

BEST BEFORE BARGAINS 

UNIT 34 OLD MILLS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

PAULTON, BS39 7SU 

Best Before Bargains is a small warehouse 

open to the public selling surplus stock and 

stock that is either near or just passed its 

'best before' date. Please see the govern-

ment advice on ‘Best Before’ dates.  

We do NOT sell anything past it’s ‘USE BY’ 

date. 

At the moment our opening hours are: 

Thurs, Fri, Sat 10.00am till 5.00pm 

Sundays 10.00am till 4.00pm 

Even if you have no specific query, send 

us your email address and we will keep 

you up to date with what extra support 

we are offering during this period.   

If you'd like to  join the Gadget Busters 

team of volunteers, please do drop us 

an email.  

Gadget Busters - phone sessions during 

the Coronavirus pandemic. 1.30pm - 

3.30 pm 5th March and 19th March. 

Organised by Chew Valley Gadget 

Busters - we are looking for volunteers. 

Email cvgadgetbusters@gmail.com 

  

 

DEADLINE 

March Issue Deadline: 

Thursday 111h March 

Please send articles and adverts 

EARLY to: 

Madeleine Potts  

newsletter@timsbury.org.uk 

07834859291                                        

47 Southland Drive 

Please send images and 

adverts in JPG format. 
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DRAGONFLY 

GARDENS  
 

Borders – Lawns – Hedges 

Fruit and Vegetables 

Problem areas cleared 

 

Emma Moffat 

07708 663275 

Timsbury and surrounds 
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Timsbury Letter 

DEADLINE 

March Issue Deadline: 

Thursday 111h March 

Please send articles and adverts EARLY 

to: 

Madeleine Potts  

newsletter@timsbury.org.uk 

07834859291                                         

47 Southland Drive 

Please send images and 

adverts in JPG format. 



 

 30 



 

 31 



 

 32 

  

 

Elaine Hale 
Visiting Chiropodist 

H. C. P. C. Registered 

29 Waterloo Road 

Radstock 

Bath 

BA3 3ER 
 

Tel: 01761 751596 



 

 33 

 

Tree Top Logs 
 

Quality Seasoned  
Firewood 

 

Part & Full Loads  
Available 

 

Competitive Rates 
 

Call 01761 472140 

Monumental and Stone             
Masons 

 
Headstones, tablets, vases 
Cleaning, renovations and  

additional inscriptions 
 

Please contact us for a free quote  
And to see our full range of ser-

vices 
 

Showroom at Radstock Road 
Midsomer Norton 

BA3 2AA 
01761 412934 

www.hobbsmarbleandgranite.co.uk 

HOBBS                          

Marble and Granite Ltd 
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