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Dates for your Diary 

10th April Good Friday Walk of   

Witness. See p.8 

10.30am from what 

was McColl's, North 

Road. 

12th April Easter Sunday  

13th April Christian Meditation 

Group 

7.30pm 

St Mary’s Church 

29th April Food for Thought  12noon– 1.30pm 

South Road Methodist 

Church 

Conygre Hall Closure 
Taking account of the Government’s 

latest advice to avoid unnecessary 

social contact and to avoid gathering in 

groups, the Conygre Trust has agreed to 

close the Conygre Hall for bookings 

until at least the end of May when the 

position will be reviewed.  

Organisations and groups with bookings 

during that period have been informed, 

all fees will be returned and there will 

be no cancellation charges. The Hall will 

be made available for meetings or 

events necessary to assist with efforts 

to alleviate the effects of the virus 

outbreak.  

Anyone with queries relating to the Hall 

is asked to contact:  

Peter Buchanan (chairman) at 

peter49buchanan@btinternet.com or 

01761 471818 David Collett (secretary) 

at davidhcollett@btinternet.com or 

0761 479661 Mat Bramley (treasurer) 

at mat.bramley@tiscali.co.uk or 01761 

479591  



 

 3 

Welcome to the April        

Timsbury Letter    

          Village News 

Features this Month 

Walking Matters – page 6,7 

St Mary’s Primary School – page 10,11,12 

People Profile - page 15 

Coronovirus Update centre pull out – page 17,18,19,20 

 

Timsbury Churches Together and the 
Parish Council are coordinating a 
volunteer scheme for shopping and 
medications to be bought and dropped 
to -self-isolated residents. If you can 
volunteer or need the service see page 
19. 
 
There will be other activities and help in 
the community and it is hoped that 
residents will be taking what action 
they need to protect themselves and 

especially anyone they know who could 
be vulnerable to the infection or 
isolated. See pages 17-20 for details 
and look at the website for updates on 
timsbury.org.uk/coronavirus. 
 
News and guidance about the virus is 
changing every day and the Parish 
Council will be trying to respond by 
following guidance from Government 
and B&NES Council and passing on 
information. 

Coronavirus Action 
timsbury.org.uk/coronavirus 

Timsbury Letter Update on p. 

July Letter Deadline: Thursday 11th June 

Please send articles and adverts EARLY to: 

Madeleine Potts, newsletter@timsbury.org.uk 07834 859291 

47 Southlands Drive. Images & adverts in JPG format. 
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Next Parish Council Meeting 
 

 The April meeting is cancelled 
and the next one is not fixed at pre-

sent. 
See website  

timsbury.org.uk/parishcouncil 

Chris Gittins 

Clerk to Timsbury Parish  Council 

01761 470 516                              

timsbury.parish.clerk@gmail.com 

www.timsbury.org.uk/parishcouncil 

New Houses & Offices Approved to be Built in Timsbury  

A third book ‘Twenty Circular Walks Not 
Far from Timsbury’ is being published in 
April by the same local residents who 
produced the ‘20 In and Around’ and 
‘Circular Close to Timsbury’ books which 
have been popular. Each of the new 

walks feature a water theme and range 
from 1.8 to 8.5 miles. It will be available 
in the usual places of Health & More, 
Connies and The Hub. Costing £5 all 
proceeds go to Water Aid. See page 7 
for details. 

Comments by the Parish Council can be 
seen on the B&NES planning website, in 
the Parish Council Minutes at: 
timsbury.org.uk/parishcouncil/meetings 
and on noticeboards in the Conygre Hall 
and outside Our Plaice chip shop. Other 
applications may be considered 
between editions of the Letter. 
 
Applications decided by B&NES Council 
19/02095/FUL Upper Conygre / old 
‘Wheelers Yard by Flower & Hayes Ltd, 
North Road, Timsbury. 26 new dwellings 

and office space with new vehicular and 
pedestrian access and associated works. 
(Resubmission) SEE PAGE 5 FOR DETAILS 
 
20/00022/TCA Church Farm, High 
Street, Timsbury BA2 0HT 
2 x Lawson's Cypress (T1 & T2) - fell. NO 
OBJECTION 
 
Applications which the Parish Council 
considered 
None 

Planning Applications 

New Third Timsbury Walks Book 

The planning application to develop the 
derelict site at the corner of North Road 
and The Avenue has at last been 
approved by B&NES. 26 new houses will 
be built, 8 of which ‘affordable’, plus 
some office spaces. There will be a new 
road onto North Road and pedestrian 

facilities. This follows much consultation 
with the Parish Council and the village. 
It will be called ‘Upper Conygre’ after 
the name of the coal pit on the site. 
Since then it was called ‘Wheelers Yard’ 
which was a cement block works. More 
detail on page 5. 

http://www.timsbury.org.uk/
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‘Upper Conygre’ New Houses & 
Offices for Timsbury  

The planning application to develop the 

derelict site at the corner of North Road 

and The Avenue has at last been 

approved by B&NES Council. Twenty six 

new houses will be built, plus some 

office spaces. There will be a new road 

onto North Road and pedestrian 

facilities. This follows much consultation 

by the owner with the Parish Council 

and the village during 2018. 

The development will be called ‘Upper 

Conygre’ after the name of the coal 

mine on the site which was in use from 

1791 until 1916. Since then it was 

‘Wheelers Yard’ which was a cement 

block works. The Lower Conygre pit was 

off Radford Hill. Building will start soon 

with completion in stages in 2022. The 

development in summary will include: 

• 26 dwellings, mainly houses plus 

some flats, with eight ‘affordable’ 

as five ‘social rented’ and three 

‘shared ownership’ by the owner. 

• 70 parking spaces 

• Offices with extra parking as 

required in this ‘mixed use’ site in 

the B&NES Local Plan 

• Widening of the pavement on the 

Avenue up to the bend, and new 

pavements in North Road 

• Pedestrian access through the site 

from The Avenue to North Road 

• New highway entrance on North 

Road with a speed table 

• Extension of the 20mph zone to 

include the whole site 

• Protection of wildlife and some 

trees linked to the batch next door, 

plus new trees and landscaping 

• Renewable energy on & energy 

efficiency of houses  

Funding will be provided for play and 

recreation on the Conygre Field. This 

will be held by B&NES Council. Also, the 

Parish Council will receive Community 

Infrastructure Levy funding to pay for 

facilities and services in the village. In 

addition, B&NES Council will work with 

the Parish Council to find a way to 

widen the pavement on the bend on 

The Avenue, which is not part of this 

development. 

The naming of the site as ‘Upper 

Conygre’ was requested by the village in 

memory of the name of the coal pit on 

the site, with an information board at 

the entrance to the site. 

A Plan of the site can be seen in the 

entrance in the Conygre Hall, in the Hub 

and online at www.timsbury.org.uk/

liveissues/planning-applications. 
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 Walking Matters! 
During recent years keen Timsbury 

walkers Peter Bradshaw, Larry 

Cunningham and Sue Fraser have 

voluntarily produced two very popular 

books of local walks in, around and 

close to Timsbury. Printing costs have 

been met by the Parish Council and 

profits from sales have boosted the 

Council's funds.  

These books are still available locally 

from Connies, Health & More, Radstock 

Museum, Oldfield Park Bookshop and 

the Farmborough Community Shop. 

Twenty circular walks in and around 

Timsbury 

• Each walk starts and ends in the 
centre of Timsbury. 

• Walks vary in length from  0.8 to 
7.7 miles. 

• Clear and easy to follow route 
descriptions. 

• Interesting historical background 
information. 

• Illustrated with maps & colour 
photos throughout. 

• 66 pages £4.00 

Twenty circular walks close to 

Timsbury 

• Similar format to the successful 
first book. 

• Walks vary in length from 2.1 to 9.0 
miles. 

• All walks start within 20 minutes 
drive or cycle from Timsbury. 

• Includes many of the authors' 
favorite local walks. 

• 96 pages  £5.00 

Calling all walkers!   Problems 
with footpaths?  

We are fortunate that B&NES Council 
has provided kissing gates, installed 
generously by volunteers, to replace 
stiles. These make countryside walking 
much easier and more enjoyable. The 
Council also monitors the condition of 
footpaths and assists with their 
maintenance.  

If you encounter a problem on a public 
right of way please contact Council 
Connect on 01225 394041 or email the 
Public Rights of Way team 
on PROW@bathnes.gov.uk.  
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Award for new book of local walks  
Peter, Larry & Sue's new book of local 
walks has been given a  Wessex 
Watermark Award.  

Building on the success of their earlier 
books this new publication uses a 
similar format to take walkers close to 
some of the rivers, canals, lakes, 
reservoirs and other features 
associated with water not far from 
Timsbury. It goes on sale on Saturday 
28th March, just as light evenings 
return. 

'Given the 'watery' theme of this book 
we are delighted to have received the 
Wessex Watermark award which will 
help meet the cost of printing its first 
edition', explained Sue Fraser. 'As with 
the previous books, we have 
researched and produced the book as 
volunteers for the benefit of the 
community.  

Once printing costs are recouped ALL 
the proceeds of sales will be donated to 
the charity 'Water Aid' which is working 
in 28 countries to provide clean water, 
decent toilets and good hygiene. 

Twenty Circular walks not far from 
Timsbury each featuring water 

• Explore areas not far from 
Timsbury. 

• Walks ranging from 1.8 - 8.5 miles. 

• Clear and easy to follow route 
descriptionswith maps, interesting 
historical information and colour 
photographs. 

• Each walk features water.  

• 94 pages £5.00. All proceeds to 
'Water Aid'. 

The books are on sale from Saturday 

28th March and can be purchased at The 
Connies, Health & More, Radstock 
Museum, Oldfield Park Bookshop & 
Farmborough Community Shop. 

Like to walk, but not really up to more 
than a stroll? 

'Step Out', previously known as 
'Walking for Health', could be for you. 
Promoted by Timsbury Surgery, 
volunteers lead very short walks (less 
than a mile) within the village from the 
Conygre Hall on the 1st Wednesday & 
3rd Thursday mornings each month. 
Ideal for those seeking a little exercise, 
a breath of fresh air or a bit of 
company. 

For details contact St Mary's Surgery on 
01761 470880 
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    Village Church Services  

Secretary Maureen Cox - 01761 479656 

Sunday 5th April 10.30am Palm Sunday Lin and Len Wells 

Sunday 12th April 10.30am  Easter Sunday 

Sunday 19th April 10.30am Paul Graham 

Sunday 26th April TBA  

2nd April & 16th April knit and natter 1.30pm - 3.30pm in our schoolroom. If 

transport is needed please call Maureen on 01761 479656 

We look forward to seeing our regulars and welcoming new members too! 

Congregational Church North Road (with full wheelchair access) 

St Mary’s Church, Timsbury  

Sunday 5th April 8.00am Palm Sunday Holy Communion (BCP) 10.45am Procession 
from Miner’s Garden.  11.00am Learning Together 

Monday 6th– Wednesday 8th April 7.00pm The Stations of the Cross 

Thursday 9th April Maundy Thursday. Holy Communion St Peters, Camerton. 

Friday 10th April Good Friday 10.30am Walk of Witness from McColl’s Newsagents 
to Miner’s Garden. 2.00pm-3.00pm An Hour at the Cross. St Mary’s Church. 
Sunday 12th April  Easter Sunday 8.00am Holy Communion (CW) 11.00am Holy 
Communion  

Sunday 19th April  8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 11.00am Morning Praise 

Sunday 26th April  8.00am Holy Communion (CW) 11.00am Holy Communion  

Parish News 
Monday 13th April 7.30pm-8.00pm Christian Meditation Group at St Mary’s Church  
Friday 24th April 6.00-7.00pm Crazy Kid’s Club at the YMCA Hall, North Road. 
Every Friday 7.15-9.00pm Youth Club at YMCA Hall, North Road  

Every Wednesday 9.30am Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church. 
Every Friday (Term Time) 9.00-11.00am St Mary’s Tot’s Group at St Mary’s Church. 
Games, crafts, toys and biscuits. Everyone welcome. 

Revd Martin Blewett 

Benefice of Timsbury with Priston, Camerton & Dunkerton 

The Rectory, South Road, Timsbury, Bath,  BA2 0EJ 

01761 472448/ 07854 273489 

www.martinblewett@gmail.com 
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Sunday 5thApril 11.00am United Palm Sunday service at St Mary’s Church  

Sunday 12th April Easter Sunday 11.00am Mrs M West (Communion)           
Flowers: Mrs V Latchem. Service in the Chapel followed by coffee. Foodbank 
donations morning. 

Sunday 19th April 11.00am Mr T Moxham Flowers: Mrs H Newth  

Sunday 26th April 6.00pm Chapel Anniversary Mr E Barge with the Paulton Concert 
Band Flowers: Mrs B Newth 

www.taborfreemethodist.org 

Pastoral matters: Eric Barge  01761 420234 

Secretary Geoff Shute 568524  

Sunday 5nd April 10.50am Meet at the Miner's Garden where we walk to St Mary’s 
Church for the Palm Sunday Service at 11.00am  

Friday 10th April 10.30am Good Friday Walk of Witness. Meet at McColl’s, North 
Road and walk to the Miner’s Garden. 

Sunday 12th April 10.30am  Easter Sunday Mr Michael Lowe  

Sunday 19th April 10.30am  Mrs Cathy Edge  

Sunday 26th April 10.30am Mrs Dorothy Robinson  

 

Frances Nicholson (Secretary) 01761 470841 

OPEN DOORS coffee/tea & cake every Wednesday from 9.15 until 12 noon. 
Everyone welcome. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT  Wednesday 29th April 2020.  12 noon until 1.30pm Bring your 
picnic lunch for an informal chat over current affairs, with reference to the Bible. 

 

 

 

 

Visit Us on: 

www.timsbury.org.uk /facilities/churches  

Email: - dwin64@hotmail.com 

Minister: Rev. David Winstanley 
  40 North Meadows 

 Peasedown St John, Bath  
BA2 8PS.   

Tel:  01761 439934 

Methodist Church South Road 

Tabor Free Methodist Church 
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St Mary’s Primary School 

By Chris Daniels 

 

St. Mary’s Primary School took part in 

British Science Week this year with all 

classes learning about climate change 

with a specific focus on local green 

issues and how we can do our bit in our 

local environment to help the planet. 

Our Year 4 Otters have been focusing 

their climate change project on 

recycling. They have specifically been 

looking at plastic pollution and what we 

can do as individuals to help.  

The children watched some video clips 

of the BBC documentary ‘Drowning in 

Plastic’ which sends a powerful message 

about the risk of plastic to the planet 

and all its inhabitants. The class then 

decided to go around Timsbury and do 

some litter picking to see what 

materials they could find.  

 

Our Year 5 Lions researched and 

discussed the reasons behind climate 

change and ways in which they could 

help. They decided to write up some 

interviews with David Attenborough 

and performed this to the whole school 

as a broadcast to encourage them to 

recycle and look after our world.  

The children enjoyed learning and 

teaching about climate change and are 

now on a mission to share the 

importance of recycling with family, 

friends and the rest of the local 

community!  

During British Science Week, the Year 2 

Badgers discussed what climate change 

is and what they could each do to help 

the planet. The children made posters 

reminding people of the simple steps 

they could take such as saving energy 

by switching off lights, reusing and 

recycling more, walking and cycling 

instead of using the car for short 

journeys and cutting down on single use 

plastic.  

They learnt about how we could have 

an environmentally friendly garden and 

the Badgers designed their own gardens 

with features such as compost bins, 

insect friendly plants, feeders to attract 

birds and ponds.  

They finished the week by planting 

sunflower seeds with the aim of 

planting them in their own gardens in 

the spring in order to attract bees and 

other insects.   
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Year 2 planting Sunflowers 

Our Year 1 Rabbits had fun talking 

about how to look after the 

environment. The children decided that 

it is very important that we all pick up 

our rubbish. They then made some 

posters about the different ways we 

can help the Earth. 

Did you know that the bee population 

in the United Kingdom is in decline? 

Our Year 3 Bees thought it was 

important to do their bit to help these 

vital pollinators so they went outside to 

find a good place to create a bee 

friendly garden in our school grounds.  

It needed to be in a nice sunny position 

with clear flight paths. They started 

their bee friendly garden by planting 

some lavender plants. Lavender is a 

classic bee plant and when in flower, it 

looks and smells wonderful. It’s a great 

source of nectar for both bees and 

butterflies. Bees are especially attracted 

to the colour purple. It’s semi-

evergreen so it can be seen through the 

winter and its simple clusters of flowers 

are more accessible to the bees.  

They had great fun designing and 

creating this bee friendly garden. 

In EYFS, our Ducklings have been 

looking at the story of 'The Messy 

Magpie' who loved collecting human 

rubbish for his nest of treasures. As the 

story continued, it became clear to the 

magpie that the world was not a 

healthy, clean place with his 'treasures' 

everywhere.  Animals and their homes 

were in danger and the world seemed 

dull and polluted.  

In the end, the magpie and his friends 

collected up all the rubbish, recycled it 

and even planted new plants and trees 

to help keep the world a safe, happy 

place. The children then looked at some 

bits of rubbish and sorted them into the 

right piles so that they could be 

recycled correctly. 

Our Year 6 Eagles had a productive 

week considering the impact of climate 

change and identifying ways in which 

we could reduce our carbon footprint in 

the local community.  

They began the week by considering 

the current impacts of climate change 

by calculating the mean average 
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weather for February from 2000 

through to 2020 to see if there have 

been any noticeable differences in the 

temperature in this month over the 

years.  

The class displayed their data as a line 

graph to easily see any changes in the 

temperature. After that the children 

explored what impact we are having as 

a school by finding out how pupils in 

KS2 travel to school. We were pleased 

to discover that only 27.7% of pupils 

travel by car, with most opting for 

walking.  

Following this we tried our very own 

eco-friendly tie dye using turmeric! The 

pupils created some fantastic patterns 

which they were very pleased with!  

 

Our recent Science Fair was very well 

attended by people from our school 

community but it was also great to 

welcome lots of people who are not 

directly associated with St. Mary’s. We 

hope everybody had a fantastic time 

enjoying the interactive experiences on 

offer in the school hall, the live 

demonstrations that took place and, of 

course, the wonderful science projects 

on show which our pupils had worked 

so hard on.  

Our thanks to Jenny Scott for her help in 

organising the event, all of the 

exhibitors who gave up their time to 

provide fun and exciting activities, our 

fabulous PTA and other members of our 

parent community who supported the 

event and everybody who came along 

and played a part in making it the huge 

success it was.  
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Timsbury Letter Cover Competition 
In February the Timsbury Letter held a 

competition at St Mary’s Primary 

School, in Timsbury, to design the cover 

of our April issue.  

Congratulations to Ben Carey, age 7, 

who won the competition and whose 

design is now on the cover of this 

months issue!  

Highly commended was a design by 

Annabel Potts, age 7, shown opposite. 

We had some fantastic entries and all 

can be viewed on display at The Hub 

when it re-opens 

Thank you to all the children who 

entered. 
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The Green Pages 

by Timsbury Green Action Group 

If you want to take action to address 

climate change, one of the simplest and 

most effective things you can do is to 

switch your energy supplier to one that 

directly sources renewably generated 

electricity.  

But beware of the greenwash! Some so-

called ‘green’ tariffs are not green at all, 

but  a loophole in the regulations allows 

them to ‘match’ their electricity sales to 

renewables. In fact they may be buying 

up (very cheaply) spare ‘REGO 

certificates’ or Renewable Energy 

Guarantees of Origin (often from 

European generators), and undercutting 

the market to sell green tariffs at a 

premium. By the way, so called ‘green’ 

or ‘renewable’ gas supply is 

questionable in it actually being 

renewable at all. 

Ofgem (the energy regulator) and the 

Energy Saving Trust show that there are 

only four recognised green suppliers on 

the market currently. They genuinely 

supply and support development of UK 

renewables coming onto the grid: 

• Ecotricity 

• Good Energy 

• Green Energy UK 

• Octopus Energy 

Go ahead and make the switch!  

UK average fuel mix (left), and an example of a green energy supplier’s mix (right)  
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Hello my name is Leanne and I am a 

mobile beautician and a Timsbury 

resident.  

I grew up in Timsbury and had a 

wonderful child hood playing outside 

and exploring the fields and woods in 

and around Timsbury with my sisters 

and friends. I also thoroughly enjoyed 

my time at Timbury Primary school, 

where I made some life long 

friendships. 

As a young adult I moved away from 

the village for work. But after my son 

was born 11 years ago I decided to 

come back to village life so he could 

enjoy childhood in the country side and 

to be close to my family and friends 

who also live in Timsbury. Coming back 

to the village after being in a town was 

lovely! 

We love the easiness of the village and 

enjoy being a part of the community 

and going to community events like the 

village fun day and the school fetes.  

Being part of the community is a great 

feeling and I love the friendliness of 

villagers. People always say Good 

morning as we walk to school which is a 

lovely start to the day.  

As already mentioned I am a mobile 

beauty therapist and have been for the 

past 7 years. I decided to start my own 

business when my son started school 

after leaving my role as a beautician 

working in the Spa at Center Parcs to 

have him.  

I now offer a wide range of treatments 

for you to have in the comfort of your 

own home.  

You can see a full treatment list or 

contact me via my Facebook page 

'Dragonfly Beauty' or on 07565 818069.  

People Profile 

Leanne Hill 
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As was usual last Thursday at our 

regular two hour TImsbury Art Group 

session, I looked at everyone's paintings 

when we had our tea break.  Subjects 

covered were flowers, landscapes, 

butterflies, Billie Eilish, an indoor 

kitchen complete with cooking range 

and copper piping, a river, local high 

street and local village scenes, a 

painting of an interior image and a 

puffin.  Quite a cross section of subjects 

by members of all painting abilities.    

Everyone was busy painting and 

enjoying their two hour Thursday slot, 

concentrating and challenging 

themselves with their chosen 

subject.  Members then looked at my 

novice painting and the experienced 

artists in our group, of whom there are 

many, gave me encouragement and 

tips.   

Two hours came and went and I arrived 

home promising myself I'd finish my 

picture before the next art group 

session. My picture and paints lay 

untouched on my kitchen table for 

three days before I finally put them 

away ready for the next painting 

session, be it at home or the next 

session at Art Group.   

I do intend to finish my picture, but 

cannot say when; commitments and 

‘life’ seem to always get in the way!        

I know however that two hours a week 

at Art Group, concentrating on nothing 

but my painting, refreshes my mind and 

I always feel better for painting, chatting 

and gaining knowledge from all of the 

experienced artists we are fortunate to 

have as members of our group. 

 

 At Art Group I've learnt about the 

different grades of paper to use and 

why, the difference between 

watercolour paints, acrylic paints and 

pastels and watched how members put 

paint to paper as well as the many 

brushes available to use.  I also use 

YouTube for painting video tutorials, 

read art magazines and try to attend 

The Victoria Art Gallery and The 

Holburne Museum in Bath, as well as 

attend local arty events, all to hopefully 

gain inspiration.  Why not try this 

yourself? 

"Every child is an artist.  The problem is 

how to remain an artist once we grow 

up."  

Pablo Picasso 

Timsbury Art Group 2.00-4.00pm 

Thursday's, Conygre Hall, Timsbury. 

All mediums, levels of ability and ages 

welcome. Please telephone  

Lesley 07970-087252 if you need more 

information. 

 

Timsbury Art Group 

By Lesley Mannion  
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Coronavirus Update 
Written on 17th March 

Up to date advice and information on what is happening online: 

nhs.uk/coronavirus – national 
timsbury.org.uk/coronavirus – for the village 

 

Government Advice Summary 
 

Stay at home for 7 days if you have coronavirus symptoms of: 
• a high temperature 
• a new, continuous cough 
Stay at home for 14 days in your household or 7 days if you are alone. 
Do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital. 
 
You do not need to contact 111 to tell them that you are staying at 
home. 
 
Use the NHS 111 online coronavirus service if: 
• you feel you cannot cope with your symptoms at home 
• your condition gets worse 
• your symptoms do not get better after 7 days 
      See: 111.nhs.uk/covid-19 
 
Only call 111 if you cannot get help online 
 
Mainly patients in hospital will now be tested for the virus 
 

How coronavirus is spread 
 

• Because it’s a new illness, we do not know exactly how it spreads. 

• Similar viruses are spread in cough droplets. 

• It’s very unlikely it spreads through things like packages of food. 

• You are most infectious in the early phase of the symptoms 



 

 18 

How to avoid catching or spreading coronavirus 
 

Do: 
• wash your hands with soap and water often for at least 20 secs. 
• always wash your hands when you get home, to work etc. 
• use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available 
• cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve in your 

elbow (not your hands) when you cough or sneeze 
• put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands 

afterwards 
• try to avoid close contact with people who are unwell – 1 metre is 

a good distance 

 
Don’t: 
• do not touch your eyes, nose or mouth if your hands are not clean 
 

Public Health England guidance for those staying at home 
 

If you have symptoms of the virus – a new continuous cough or a 
temperature of 37.8C (100F) or more the advice states that for 7 
days: 
• Not to go to work, or public areas, use public transport or taxis. 
• You can a walk for exercise alone or at a distance from others 
• Those with even mild symptoms of infection should if possible 

stay at least two metres away from other people in their homes, 
and should sleep alone 

• Those with confirmed or suspected cases should use a separate 
bathroom if you have one. 

 
Treatment for coronavirus 
• There is currently no specific treatment for coronavirus. 
• Antibiotics do not help, as they do not work against viruses. 
• Treatment aims to relieve the symptoms while your body fights 

the illness. You’ll need to stay in isolation until you recover. 
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Coronavirus - Local and Timsbury 
See: timsbury.org.uk/coronavirus 

At the time of writing on 17th March: 
 

Food shops, the pharmacy and the doctors will always remain open. 
 
The Parish Council is coordinating with other groups in the village 
working together. Parish Council will not be meeting but working 
remotely to do what it can. 
 
Timsbury Churches Together and the Parish Council have set up a 
force of volunteers to help isolated residents with shopping, 
medicines, postal services and other help. See page 20 for details. 
 
Generally, it is hoped that residents will help others with practical 
matters and keeping people company, as long as they carry out the 
protection measures and self-isolation as required. 
 
See the update at website below and via Timsbury Rocks Facebook 
page. 

 
timsbury.org.uk/coronavirus 
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Community Shopping and Medications Pick up 
 

Timsbury residents who are self-isolating may need to get shopping 
or medications, so Timsbury Churches Together and the Parish 
Council are offering a volunteer service to help you. 
 
Publicity is by a flyer, posters, flyers, word of mouth, social media and 
through the doctor’s surgery, groups and local churches. 
 
Also www.timsbury.org.uk/coronavirus will include all related village 
activities and will be updated regularly. 
 
If you need the shopping service please ring: 
07943 668796 or the Rectory phone number 01761 472448 
or email a dedicated email address TimsburyCR@gmail 
with your needs, and a contact number or email. 
 
You can spend up to £20 and the volunteer will ask for payment on 
delivery via a safe bag. 
 
Shopping or medications will be left on your doorstep. 
 
Volunteers will be local and well known, and will follow procedures to 
keep them and you safe from infection. 
 
If you want to volunteer or for more information see: 

 
www.timsbury.org.uk/coronavirus/volunteers 

 
timsbury.org.uk/coronavirus 
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 Timsbury Gardening Club 

By Graham Nicholls 

Secretary: Laura Salter  

email: lps4488@gmail.com 

Summer Show Secretary:  Keith Pursey  

Email: keithloraine@btinternet.com   

01761 402640 

Our Annual General Meeting took place 

in February with no change to the 

committee. Keith’s report as Chairman 

told of a successful year with excellent 

speakers and a very good Summer 

Show. Janet as Treasurer unfortunately 

reported a substantial loss mainly due 

to a reduction in sponsorship for the 

summer show. If there are any 

businesses out there willing to sponsor 

a class at the show please contact 

Laura, our Secretary at 

lps4488@gmail.com.   Graham was 

elected as Honoury President and 

presented with a gift of garden 

vouchers for his services over the years. 

There were a number of suggestions for 

trips out and these are being worked on 

by the committee.  

At our March meeting Neil Lovesay was 

due to give us a talk on “12 Months of 

Colour”. Unfortunately he failed to 

arrive and it was a big relief that 

Graham, a seasoned speaker, was able 

to step in.  

He gave one of his talks “Gold Medals, 

Superb Plants and Running an Alpine 

Nursery in Timsbury”.  He told how it all 

started with a letter from the USA 

asking for seed of a certain plant and as 

he regularly exhibited at Alpine Garden 

Society Shows the letter spurred him on 

to start the nursery in 1990. He 

demonstrated the problems in starting 

a business without doing appropriate 

market research, growing the wrong 

plants, going to car boot sales and 

trying to do too much of everything.  

By concentrating on his favourite plants, 

alpines especially North American 

species, the business took off and he 

eventually became an authority on 

North American alpines. Orders from all 

over the world came in and he gave  

sponsored talks in the USA where he 

spoke at Alpine conferences, Canada, 

and Ireland as well as all over the U.K. 

He also wrote a best selling book on the 

subject. 

He showed slides of beautiful alpine 

plants in the wild as well as in 

cultivation at shows and of those he had 

grown in the past. plants for his own 

pleasure.  

Everyone said how they enjoyed it and 

some said they hadn’t realised that 

there were so many alpine plants and 

how beautiful they are.  
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Timsbury brownie pack was formed in 

September 1974 and is still running 

today in the village on a Tuesday 

evening, for girls aged 7 to 11 years.  

Over the last few years the brownies 

programme has undergone some 

changes making it modern and covering 

up to date issues within our ever 

changing world. As a brownie pack we 

like to offer girls the opportunity to 

develop valuable life skills in a safe but 

challenging environment.  

Over the last couple of years the girls 

have visited Bristol zoo and been on a 

day trip to Brownsea island. We have 

also been on various pack holidays 

celebrating Christmas in November all 

in a weekend,  being beside the sea in 

Wedmore, we have also been to a PGL 

centre for an activity weekend.  These 

weekends away enable to the girls to 

work as a team, gain confidence and to 

challenge themselves. 

At our brownie meetings we cover a 

variety of activities  from outdoor 

cooking, using stoves, to cook sausages 

for supper and making cakes, arts and 

crafts as well as team activities and 

exploring our local environment around 

the village.  

The girls have gained various badges, 

first aid and grow your own to name 

just a few.  As a brownie pack we 

contributed to the village by planning 

the flower beds at St Marys Church and 

South Road Methodist, attending the 

Remembrance service and making 

decorations for the hub.  

At Christmas we invite the residents of 

Timsbury to join us for afternoon tea 

and the brownies entertain the guests. 

In 2019 the brownies decided that they 

would entertain by doing ‘Brownies Got 

Talent’. They sang and performed with 

great enthusiasm and the afternoon 

was thoroughly enjoyed by all who 

attended. 

If you have a daughter who is 7 to 11 

and would like to give brownies a try 

visit www.girlguiding.org.uk and 

register your daughter. 

If you have an hour or two to volunteer 

also visit www.girlguiding.org.uk to 

register your interest. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Timsbury Brownies 
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Boccia News 
At the time of writing this article, the 

impact of Coronavirus disease (COVID-

19) on the dates for meetings, is 

unknown. Any dates mentioned could 

be subject to postponement or 

cancellation.  

A new BOCCIA group has now been 

established for U3A members. The 

group will play Boccia at the Conygre 

Hall on alternate Tuesday afternoons 

from 2.00 pm till 4.00 pm. Juliet Moore 

is the group leader and I am the tutor/

referee. Hopefully, the April sessions 

will be on  7th and 21st April. Players can 

wear comfortable indoor clothes and all 

the equipment will be provided.   

The Greenhill House Boccia Club play at 

the Conygre Hall every Tuesday 

morning. Players from their three 

teams, The Grenadiers, The Invincibles 

and The Bulldogs are training for their 

forthcoming participation in the Boccia 

England National League heats and the 

Boccia England Heathcote Cup heats. 

There is also a Bath Boccia League 

organised by NOVA Sports and 

Coaching. This season has started well 

for our Timsbury teams. After two 

Tournaments, played at Culverhay, the 

Greenhill Grenadiers are currently top 

of the league. 

Boccia can also be played by anyone on 

two Thursday mornings a month, 

organized by Denise Perrin, a Village 

Agent with the West of England Rural 

Network. Hopefully, The April dates will 

be the 9th at Paulton Wesley Hall and 

the 16th at the Farmborough Memorial 

Hall both starting at 10.00 am.  

If you are interested contact Colin Allen 

on my mobile: 07889363018 or by 

email, colin.allen2@talktalk.net  

A Message from Tabor Church 

By Dianne Carter 

This year on Good Friday a Passion Play 

will be performed in the Parade 

Gardens in Bath. There are two 

performances, one at midday, the other 

at 3.30pm. I am certain that all who 

attend will witness a very powerful 

performance about the last hours of 

Jesus' life and his death on the cross. On 

Good Friday Christians remember that 

His death on the cross was the ultimate 

sacrifice. He died for Humankind that 

we might be forgiven and enter a new 

relationship with God. 

As I write this in early March many 

countries including the UK are in 

'testing times' and it is likely in the 

coming months we will all have to make 

'sacrifices' and possibly put others 

before ourselves. 
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Timsbury Natural History Group 

By Rod Bruce 

After Good Friday we will celebrate 

Easter Day and the resurrection of 

Jesus. This day offers us the joy of new 

life and hope for the future. 

Perhaps down through the years we 

have been given hope in so many 

ways....as we see the trees beginning to 

bud and the bulbs flowering, we see the 

signs of new life in our gardens and the 

countryside. In Australia we marvel at 

the new foliage in the areas ravaged by 

fires.  

Scientific discoveries have given us 

hope in medicine and we give thanks 

for all those who make 'sacrifices' to 

improve our lives and give us hope for 

the days ahead. 

So, we trust this Easter season will be a 

time of blessing for you and yours and 

that you will be full of hope for the 

future......enjoy those chocolate eggs, a 

symbol of new life! 

Already snowdrops, daffodils  and 

crocuses are going or have gone over 

and we are looking forward to bluebells 

and the other spring delights on our 

doorstep. Birdsong is again cheering us 

up as mother nature comes out of 

partial hibernation as the warmer times 

emerge. 

2020 has seen us informed about China 

and Madagascar and we have been told 

how to find moths, the best way to 

photograph them and how to keep a 

record of our finds.  We may have some 

possible calendar entries for the 2021 

version.   

The recent storms have caused 

problems on our coastline especially 

around Watchet with the damage to the 

harbour. There have been landslides 

along the shores with possible damage 

to housing, roads and disruption to the 

West Somerset Railway. However our 

Indoor Meeting will see us venturing 

safely to the Somerset Coast and the 

treasures to be found in the rockpools 

and other wildlife to be found near at 

hand. These are the subject of the 

presentation to be given by John 

Bebbington at our indoor meeting on 

Monday 20th in the Conygre Hall 

commencing at 7.30pm. 

Inclement weather has marred, but not 

spoilt, our field trips to Newport 

Wetlands, Portbury Wharf and 

Sandpoint. We are hoping for better 

conditions when we go to Lower Moor 

Farm at Oaksey (a new venue for us) on 

Saturday 25th meeting there at 10.30am 

to see what is to be seen, why not join 

us? 

Chairman Ken Blake– 07734558521 

kenb@brisso.co.uk 

 Secretary Rod Bruce– 01761 433013 

rodbruce@talktalk.net 
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IMPORTANT TIMSBURY 

LETTER   

INFORMATION 

A review of the Timsbury 

Letter  in underway due to 

the ongoing  Coronavirus 

(COVID-19) outbreak.  

Please check 

www.timsbury.org.uk  

for updated information. 
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Elaine Hale 
Visiting Chiropodist 

H. C. P. C. Registered 

29 Waterloo Road 

Radstock 

Bath 

BA3 3ER 
 

Tel: 01761 751596 
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Tree Top Logs 
 

Quality Seasoned  
Firewood 

 

Part & Full Loads  
Available 

 

Competitive Rates 
 

Call 01761 472140 
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Purnell Bowls Club 

Bristol Road, Paulton 

ONE OF THE PREMIER 

BOWLS CLUBS 

OF SOMERSET 

THIS IS WHAT YOU WILL GET : 

FREE TUITION 

ALL EQUIPMENT PROVIDED  

FREE OUTDOOR MEMBERSHIP FIRST 

YEAR 

PLAY ALL THE YEAR ROUND 

OUTDOOR IN THE SUN IN THE SUM-

MER 

INDOOR IN THE WARM IN THE WIN-

TER 

GREAT SOCIAL SIDE 

REGULAR ENTERTAINMENT 

FULLY STOCKED BAR WITH GREAT 

PRICES 

MAKE NEW FRIENDS  

For more information,  

      Ring Don: 01761-471019 
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Monumental and Stone             
Masons 

 
Headstones, tablets, vases 
Cleaning, renovations and  

additional inscriptions 
 

Please contact us for a free quote  
And to see our full range of ser-

vices 
 

Showroom at Radstock Road 
Midsomer Norton 

BA3 2AA 
01761 412934 

www.hobbsmarbleandgranite.co.uk 

HOBBS                          

Marble and Granite Ltd 
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DRAGONFLY 

GARDENS  
 

Borders – Lawns – Hedges 

Fruit and Vegetables 

Problem areas cleared 

 

Emma Moffat 

07708 663275 

Timsbury and surrounds 
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CONYGRE HALL SESSIONS  
 
Mondays 
Bouncy Castles  (term time) 10am  tel 436328 
Short Mat Bowls 10am tel 472741 
Timsbury Natural History Group 7.30pm (third Monday except June, July and August) tel 
433013 
 
Tuesdays 
Over Sixties Group (1.30pm fortnightly) tel  470919 
Short Mat Bowls 7pm tel  472741 
Theatre Group 7.30pm tel  471818 
 
Wednesdays 
Flexercise (term time)10am tel 414163 
Golden Oldies 11am (first Wednesday morning of the month) tel 472790 
Slimming World 5.30 pm  and 7.30pm 07538309708   
Pilates 6.30pm tel 07538309708 
Beginners Badminton 6.30-7.30pm (except July & August)  
Badminton Club 7.30-9pm (except August) tel. 472773  
‘STEP OUT’ 30 minute Health Walk around the Village ( first Wednesday of every month) 
9.45am outside the Hall.  No need to book just come along 
 
Thursdays 
Toddlers (term time) 9.30am tel 07427 846825 
Art class (term time) 10am tel 07769 186234 
Art Group (term time only) 2pm-4pm 07970 087252  
Seated SOSA Dance Fitness (Seated exercise for older adults) 2.30pm  tel:07730 455856  
Fitsteps 6.15pm tel 07585 324062 
Short Mat Bowls 7pm tel  472741 
Theatre Group 7.30pm tel 471818 
Timsbury WI 7.30pm (first Thursday evening of the month) tel 470140 
‘STEP OUT’ 30 minute Health Walk around the Village (third Thursday of every month) 
9.45 at the Hall.  No need to book just come along 
 
Fridays 
Art class (term time) 9.30am tel 07769 186234 
 
Saturdays 
Ballet 9.45am tel 479026 / 07739 611394 
 
The Hall is also used for numerous public and private events inc. birthday parties,     
wedding receptions, jumble sales, meetings, wakes etc. 
For bookings contact the Booking Officer tel 470261. 
Other Useful Contacts: Timsbury Snooker Club tel 470994 
Timsbury Cricket Club & Timsbury Athletic Football Club  tel 07753 164080  
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