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Timsbury Parish Council Minutes 3rd February 2020 

 
 

Parish Clerk: Chris Gittins 
timsbury.parish.clerk@gmail.com     0345 307 3634 

     

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 3rd February 2020 

at 7:30pm Tyning Room, Conygre Hall 
 

Ref. Item and Minute Action 

 Present: In the Chair Josie Pownall; David Collett, Mike Horler, Mary-Anne Ansell, 
Victoria Ansell, Sheila Clarke, Stan Martin, Sean Stephenson-McGall, Jem Moore and 
Derek Wheeler. 

 

4751 1. Welcome and Apologies 
The Chairman welcomed everyone. 
Apologies from Ray Merchant and Stacey Pottinger 

 
 

4752 2. Declarations of interest DW re planning application 19/05204/FUL.  

4753 3. Minutes of last meeting 
The minutes were approved as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman. 

 
Clerk 

4754 4. Matters arising from the Minutes of the Last Meeting 

• SM is still making arrangements for the setting up of a Community Speedwatch 
scheme with the Police. 

• The Post Office’s latest response is that the closure of the service in McColls is 
‘temporary’. No more details are given. The last service in McColls is expected to 
be on 11th March. 

• The Green Action Group meeting held amongst many things suggested especially 
hard to recycle recycling box as a trial at Hub. There is an idea to involve the 
school linked to science day in March. 

• Young People Action Group workshop had 11 attendees. Next workshop on 15th 
Feb. for adults and young people to ask how the PC can continue to fund 
services, to promote for volunteers and other services, and to develop a youth 
plan. The quoted cost of services for next year from Youth Connect SW needs to 
add VAT, and that they are seeking additional funds for Timsbury. 

• Dog mess was reported to B&NES for clearance, and the key paths were cleared 
of leaves, though dog mess continues. Reporting on Conygre Field remains a 
problem to manage. A resident has suggested use of dog waste dispensers as a 
promotional campaign. 

• An extra village meeting is booked on Sat. 16th May in Myra Hayward Room at 
10am. The Annual Parish Meeting will move to the Myra Hayward on April 27th. 

 
SM 

 
 

SM 
 
 

MA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

4755 5. Reports 
Somer Valley Forum DC reported that in addition to immediate plans B&NES Council 
Longer-term investments include: Bringing empty properties back into use, Air 
quality, development of Bath Quays, leisure facilities at Keynsham and updating the 
Central Library. Core policies include: Energy efficiency improvements, major shift to 
mass transport, walking and cycling, rapid increase in local renewable energy 
generation and A Community Engagement Charter to consult with residents. £15m 
cuts. 
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4756 6. Clerk’s Report 

• The Clerk attended a new meeting for B&NES area Clerks. A network of PCs was 
set up to jointly seek a new contractor with B&NES to maintain our street 
lighting. Key challenges are the condition of the lights and the phasing out of the 
yellow sodium lamps. Progress to be reported to the next meeting. 
Also, B&NES is moving to a new permit system for street works to ensure better 
coordination and less disruption. There is also a new Clerks’ online network. 

• Traffic accidents down Loves Hill, partly as a result of obstruction of soil waste 
from works by a utility, lead to a request to the Traffic Police for adding the road 
to their sites for speed camera checking. Their reply was that the site does not 
meet their criteria. 

• A further fee for the Funday website of £37.62 needs to be paid. This was 
approved unanimously. 

• In accordance with Standing orders the Chairman had the purchase of a new 
computer mouse and keyboard costing £24.98. This was approved unanimously. 

• Allotmenters have cleared out a casement linked to a ditch on the site that may 
need attention for new safety measures, depending on who is responsible for it. 

• The public consultation on WECA’s Bus Strategy is now live at  
https://travelwest.info/projects/transport-consultations and closes on15 March. 
Strong on aspiration but no plan to achieve it. A response is to be discussed at 
next meeting. 

 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 

Clerk 
 

Clerk 
 
 

DC 

4757 7a. B&NES Decisions on Planning Applications  
19/05207/CLEU Site of Withy Mills Colliery, Access Road to Withy Mills, Timsbury. 
Use of building as dwelling (Use Class C3) (Certificate of Lawfulness for Existing Use). 
Started living on the land in 2004, now named Batch Hill Farm. In 2011 converted a 
barn onsite and living in it as a 2-bedroom dwelling. LAWFUL 

 

4758 7b. Planning Applications to B&NES for the Parish Council to consider. 
19/05204/FUL Parish's House, Hook, Timsbury BA2 0ND 
Conversion of gardener's store/workshop with extension into a conference/function 
centre mainly for charity & family functions and a gazebo in the grounds. 
Some residents made presentations of their objections to the application. 
The application was discussed and on a vote of 9 for with 1 abstention it was agreed 
to object to the application on the following grounds in summary: 
Noise and disturbance to neighbours and the village which may be controlled with 
sound proofing within the venue building but the Site Boundary includes a wide area 
of the property. Permission on the whole site would enable larger outdoor events. 
Operating hours and days may not be limited by the planning process, but should 60 
or more vehicles leave the site together after an event during busy times there will 
be traffic safety risks from the exit onto the main road. 
There are no disabled toilets provided in the barn conversion plan. 
The gazebo has already been built requiring retrospective lawfulness. 
Detrimental visual impact from the parking in fields would spoil the setting and 
views of the Grade 1 listed building from Public Right of Way CL2/39. 
Application misrepresents Timsbury Parish Council. The Pre-Application consultation 
in 2018 did not provide full details of the plans and there is no record of the PC 
‘being in favour of the scheme’. Questions were asked regarding how noise may be 
minimised and how adequate parking will be provided. Also, the PC objected to the 
previous application on the site in 19/00500/FUL. 
Venue Management Plan is titled "Wedding Venue Management Plan" which is 
inconsistent with the application for it to be a venue for ‘charity and family events’. 

 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
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This suggests the intention of the Applicant is primarily for a wedding venue, and as 
a result our noise concerns remain. 
On the owners website parishshouse.co.uk and facebook page they are marketing 
an area of the property offering a ‘marquee site (which will) comfortably 
..accommodate 250 guests (with) exclusive hire of the grounds. This indicates a 
venue for many more visitors than the 100 proposed in the application. Also, the 
owners have already laid a hard-core access road to their additional field to the east 
indicating the intention for use of this for many more vehicles than in the plan, with 
further risk of noise and traffic. 
Conditions are requested to restrain the visitor numbers and activities to within the 
application and its Site Boundary. 
The full response is available on the B&NES planning portal. 

4759 8. Request for funding for Life Education Bus to St Marys School. 
A request for a grant for up to £700 to support has been received from the school. 
This has been successful in previous years. On a vote there was unanimous support. 

 
 
Clerk 

4760 9. Recommendations from the Communications and Finance & Staff Committees 
regarding the budget and staffing of the Community Hub for next year. 
The Committees considered the success of the Hub and proposed next year’s budget 
to be included in the PC’s budget for next year. Both Committees recommend that 
to ensure the ongoing success of the Hub the Hub Coordinator’s post should be 
renewed for 2 years from April with continuous employment since the beginning 
with other terms remaining the same, except to add Working from Home Costs of 
£150pa and the annual appraisal in autumn 2020 for review of Pay Grade April 2021. 
Meanwhile, the Coordinator is developing an activities plan focusing on reading, and 
speakers to attract new users to the Hub. 
On a vote the budget and staffing proposal was approved unanimously. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

4761 10. Consider recommendations from the Finance & Staff Committee regarding the 
current year finances, budget options for and setting a Precept for next year. 
The proposed finance from the Committee was considered and some small updates 
were included. As a result: 
All budget items were considered, and it was noted that the total expenditure for 
2019/20 is expected to be £77,121 and income to be £80,461. 
The above will result in a balance of a surplus for the year of £2,340 and reserves in 
current and savings accounts of £40,020. 
All budget items for the year 2020/21 were considered and options proposed, 
especially regarding approved Hub costs and proposed new costs of youth services, 
with the result that potential expenditure could be £88,853 and income from other 
sources £17,220. Options were discussed for the PC to decide on the balance of the 
costs to be covered by reserves and the Precept for 2020/21. As a result, the Precept 
was proposed of £69,000 and for B&NES to be informed. 
On a vote the Precept was approved by 9 votes to 1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

4762 11. Update of the Parish Council’s Risk Register. 
VA had assisted the Clerk and proposed recommendations that: 

• the Clerk should publish all expenditure each month, not just over £100. 

• to consider the need to include Election Costs in the Precept. 

• review attendees of all Committees and Working Groups and ensure that 
adequate meetings are taking place and decisions being referred to the PC. 

The first 2 actions above are completed and the 3rd is ongoing. 
It was proposed that the Register is reviewed twice a year. 
On a vote the revised Register and the revisions was approved unanimously. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
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4762 12. Appointments to the Parish Council Staff Committee. 
JP, SM, MA, VA and SS-M offered to be on the Committee. 
On a vote all were appointed unanimously. However, more are needed and so it was 
agreed to appoint further Cllrs. at the next meeting when all were present. 

 
 

Clerk 

4763 13. Recruitment of Councillor to fill a vacancy on the Parish Council. 
Should an election for the vacancy not be called by B&NES by 10th February, publicity 
to co-opt to the PC will be carried out from early March through the Newsletter and 
website 

On a vote this was supported unanimously.  

 
 
 

Clerk 

4764 14. Finance 
The quarterly reconciliation of the Finance was carried out by SM-S. He approved 
the reconciliation with minor alterations to be made by the Clerk as required. 
Expenditure since last meeting was listed and will be shown on the Parish Council 
finance pages on timsbury.org.uk site. 

 
 

Clerk 
Clerk 

 

4765 15. Correspondence 
A plot holder has written to the Chairman about management of the allotments and 
JP is replying following a meeting with two of the Cttee. The Chairman expressed 
how impressed she was by their work and thanked them for their efforts. Other 
matters were discussed including a water casement to be made safe and future 
plans to remove trees. The Allotments AGM Minutes are now on the website at: 
timsbury.org.uk/activities/environment/allotments. 

 
 
 

4766 17. Matters of interest and information 

5th Feb.     ALCA Corston Village Hall 7.30pm 
15th Feb Youth Workshop at YMCA 2-4pm 
19th Feb     Somer Valley Forum MSN Town Hall 
31st March B&NES Parishes Liaison 
21st April    Communications Cttee 
 

 
JP 

Clerk 
DC 
JP 
 

 

 There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.50 pm 
 

Approved and signed as a correct record of the meeting: 
 
 

Chairman:  ___________________________          Date: ________________________ 
 

 

Agenda items for the next Parish Council Meeting 
by Friday 21st February 

 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 

Monday 2nd March 
 


