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Dates for your Diary 

1st February ‘Gert Lush’ Jumble Sale  

High Littleton/ Timsbury 

Scouts 

10.30am– 11.30am 

Conygre Hall 

3rd February Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 

Conygre Hall, Tyning 

Room 

6th February Timsbury Art Group Art 

Demonstration 

2.00pm– 4.00pm 

Conygre Hall 

13th February Timsbury Letter Deadline  

15th February Youth Workshop 

For details see p.13  

2.00pm-4.00pm 

YMCA 

28th February Crazy Kids Club 6.00pm-7.00pm 

YMCA 

7th March Science Fair 

For details see page 15 

10.00am-1.00pm 

St Mary’s Primary 

School, Timsbury 
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Welcome to the February        

Timsbury Letter    

          Village News 

Features this Month 

Anniversary of The Hub Library – page 6 

Timsbury Youth Workshop– page 13 

Timsbury Primary School– page 14,15 

Recycle; reuse, repair, refill page 18 

The Parish Council is investigating what 
activities, facilities and support services 
young people aged 11-18 would like to 
have in the village. This follows a survey 
and review of services so far. Anyone is 
welcome to come to a Youth Workshop 
on Saturday 15th February at the YMCA 

in North Road at 2.00pm-4.00pm. See 
page 13 for details. The Parish Council 
will be making decisions about how to 
spend money on your behalf, and 
welcomes your thoughts. 

Youth Activities Meeting 

March Letter Deadline: Thursday 13th February 

Please send articles and adverts EARLY to: 

Madeleine Potts, newsletter@timsbury.org.uk 07834 859291 

47 Southlands Drive. Images & adverts in JPG format. 

Action on Climate Change 
The Parish Council has decided to 
support practical action, where it can, to 
reduce climate change and to help the 
environment, supported by the village 
Green Action Group.  
 
It is supporting B&NES Council’s 
initiative and will work with other parish 
councils. We are campaigning to protect 
our bus services and against the 

expansion of Bristol airport. We hope to 
convert our 15 streetlights to low 
energy LED lamps. Also, we want to 
encourage residents to take personal 
action in daily life and to join in 
initiatives and groups. See more detail 
at: 
 www.timsbury.org.uk/liveissues and 
the latest green article page 18. 
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Next Parish Council Meeting 
 

 Monday 3rd February 
7.30pm 

In the Conygre Hall 
Tyning Room 

Chris Gittins 

Clerk to Timsbury Parish  Council 

01761 470 516                              

timsbury.parish.clerk@gmail.com 

www.timsbury.org.uk/parishcouncil 

 

Planning Applications 

Comments by the Parish Council on 
these can be seen on the B&NES 
website, in the Parish Council Minutes 
at: www.timsbury.org.uk/
parishcouncil/meetings and on 
noticeboards in the Conygre Hall and 
outside Our Plaice chip shop.  
 
Other applications may have been 
considered between Newsletter 
editions. 

Decisions by B&NES Council 
None at time of going to print.   
 

Applications which the Parish 
Council considered 
19/05204/FUL Parish's House, Hook, 
Timsbury: Conversion of gardener's 
store/workshop with extension into a 
conference/function centre mainly for 
charity & family functions and a gazebo 
in the grounds.  

Early May Bank Holiday Changed 
The Government has decided to move 
the early May Day Bank Holiday from 
Monday 4th to Friday 8th May to instead 
celebrate the 75th anniversary of the VE 

Day end of war. Many diaries and 
calendars were printed before this was 
announced. 

The Art of Rest by Reading  

A new book called the Art of Rest lists 

the ways that people rest as revealed in 

a study of 18,000 people from 135 

countries. At the top of the 10 most 

popular ways, which includes walking, 

being in nature, listening to music, 

being alone and ‘doing nothing in 

particular’, is reading. So readers may 

consider visiting Timsbury’s Community 

Hub Library to pick up a book for free. 

See page 5 for details.  

http://www.timsbury.org.uk/
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 Anniversary of The Hub Library 

By David Collett 

Before Christmas, Timsbury celebrated 

the first anniversary of the Library Hub 

with a visit from local author, Katherine 

Webb, tea and cakes and a children’s 

treasure hunt. 

Set up by Timsbury Parish Council, the 

library has attracted 130 new members 

and 3,000 books have been loaned 

during the year. It is part of the full 

B&NES Council library system with 

3,000 books in stock and access to two 

million books that can be ordered from 

Libraries West. 

Josie Pownall, the Chairman of the 

Parish Council commented: “The 

Timsbury Hub has been a great new 

service for the village. Residents can 

borrow books, read a selection of daily 

newspapers and have a go at the 

community jigsaw. They can pick up all 

manner information about the 

surrounding area and events that 

residents may be interested in – 

meetings, clubs, talks and of all sorts of 

activities for all sorts of people of all 

sorts of ages.  

“Teas/coffees and comfy chairs are also 

available for those who wish to drop in, 

drop out and stay a while and there is a 

fun area for children. There are plans to 

develop the services available in the 

future and for the library to become a 

real ‘go to’ Hub for the village. Hub co-

ordinator Liz Casson and the volunteers 

Photo Credit John Newport 
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Poppy Appeal 2019 

By Chris Fiddes 

are to be congratulated for making such 

a great success of the project in its first 

year.” 

The Hub, in the YMCA building beside 

the Co-op, is open afternoons on 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday and on 

Saturday mornings.  Organised sessions 

include Gadget Busters, Parent and 

Baby Group, Cabinet of Curiosities 

reminiscences and a Carers Wellness 

Cafe. A computer with internet access is 

available to use for 30-minute sessions. 

Photocopying and printing services are 

available at a small charge.  

On behalf of Timsbury Royal British 

Legion I would like to thank all the 

volunteers from Timsbury, Camerton 

and Tunley and all the business’s and 

various organisations.  

We would also like to thank everyone 

for your very generous donations, 

helping us raise a grand total to date for 

2019 of £4050. We do hope this will go 

up due to our 'all year collecting tins' in 

shops and businesses around the 

village, before the collecting period for 

2019 finishes in September this year. 

Please note: if anyone would like to 

have a small collecting tin at home for 

all your pennies!! just email or ring me.   

I would also like to say a big thank you 

to Hilary Sellars from Camerton who 

has been volunteering for 47 years and 

has decided to retire, this is an amazing 

achievement. We do sincerely 

appreciate all those years of going out 

collecting door to door for two weeks 

on cold and wet November evenings, 

enjoy your retirement.  

Without your support we would not be 

able to help the thousands of ex-service 

men, women and their families. You 

can donate to the Poppy Appeal at any 

time throughout the year by visiting the 

Royal British Legion Club in the village, 

or you can donate some of your change 

in the collecting tins around the village 

throughout the year, or on their 

website. www.britishlegion.org.uk 

Chris Fiddes: 07923436950 or         

email: cfiddes@btinternet.com 
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    Village Church Services  

Secretary Maureen Cox - 01761 479656 

Sunday 2nd February 10.30am TBA 

Sunday 9th February 10.30am  Lin and Len Wells 

Sunday 16th February 10.30am  Paul Graham 

Sunday 23rd February TBA  

6th February & 20th February knit and natter 1.30pm - 3.30pm in our schoolroom. 

If transport is needed please call Maureen on 01761 479656 

We look forward to seeing our regulars and welcoming new members too! 

 Congregational Church North Road (with full wheelchair access) 

St Mary’s Church, Timsbury 

 

Sunday 2nd February 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 11.00am Learning Together 

Sunday 9th February 8.00am Holy Communion (CW) 11.00am Holy Communion 

Sunday 16th February  8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 11.00am Morning Praise 

Sunday 23rd February 8.00am Holy Communion (CW) 11.00am Holy Communion  

 

Parish News 
Friday 28th February 6.00-7.00pm Crazy Kid’s Club at the YMCA Hall, North Road. 
Every Friday 7.15-9.00pm Youth Club at YMCA Hall, North Road  
Every Wednesday 9.30am Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church. 

Every Friday (Term Time) 9.00-11.00am St Mary’s Tot’s Group at St Mary’s Church. 
Games, crafts, toys and biscuits. Everyone welcome. 

Revd Martin Blewett 

Benefice of Timsbury with Priston, Camerton & Dunkerton 

The Rectory, South Road, Timsbury, Bath,  BA2 0EJ 

01761 472448/ 07854 273489 

www.martinblewett@gmail.com 
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Sunday 2nd February 11.00am Mrs M West (Communion) Flowers: Mr M Tucker 

Sunday 9th February 11.00am Mrs R Blewett Flowers: Mrs C Isaac. Service in the 
schoolroom followed by coffee. Foodbank donations morning 

Sunday 16th February 10.30am Joint service at South Road Methodist Church 
Sunday 23rd February 11.00am  TBA  Flowers: Mrs F Brimble 

www.taborfreemethodist.org 

Pastoral matters: Eric Barge  01761 420234 

Secretary Geoff Shute 568524  

Sunday 2nd February 10.30am Pat Heynes  

Sunday 9th February 10.30am Rev David Musgrave  

Sunday 16th February 10.30am Rev David Winstanley Holy Communion  

Sunday 23rd February 10.30am  Rev Ian Cramb  

 

Frances Nicholson (Secretary) 01761 470841 

OPEN DOORS coffee/tea & cake every Wednesday from 9.15 until 12 noon. 
Everyone welcome. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT Wednesday 26th February 2020.  12 noon until 1.30pm Bring 
your picnic lunch for an informal chat over current affairs, with reference to the 
Bible. 

Tools Amnesty Clear out all those old and unused hand and power tools for “Tools 
for Self Reliance”, a charity which refurbishes and donates them to help young 
families to learn a trade to enable them to earn a living and support themselves and 
their families. 

 

 

 

Visit Us on: 

www.timsbury.org.uk /facilities/churches  

Email: - dwin64@hotmail.com 

Minister: Rev. David Winstanley 
  40 North Meadows 

 Peasedown St John, Bath  
BA2 8PS.   

Tel:  01761 439934 

Methodist Church South Road 

Tabor Free Methodist Church 
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Minister’s Letter 

By Martin Blewett 

Well, that’s 2019 done! Welcome 2020. 

Even the most reclusive of persons 

could not but be aware that the last 

twelve months have been a tumultuous 

time in our national life. Parliamentary 

life has been a ‘White-Knuckle Ride’ 

with climatic votes every other day; the 

departure of Prime Ministers and Party 

leaders; a General Election and new 

Prime Minister and government ready 

to take the helm as we steer into 2020.  

Whether we welcome the present 

political accommodation or not, it 

seems likely that the coming year looks 

a little less exciting than the last. 

We stand at the beginning of a new 

month, a new year and a new decade. 

The 2020’s. It is difficult to be believe 

the 1920’s are now a century away. The 

Jazz Era, economic recovery after the 

First World War, advances in Flight, 

adventures in literature and in fashion 

and a dark undertow of political 

discontent and extremism that would 

have consequences in the following 

decade. Hopefully we can learn from 

history. 

However, we not only need to look 

back; we need to look forward. The 

start of a new year and a new decade is 

a time of hope.  

Looking from my window I can see the 

early shootings of daffodils beginning to 

break the soil and early snowdrops 

appearing. Jackdaws already making 

nests and white buds appearing on 

trees. Life is irrepressible and constantly 

renewing and signs of new life are all 

around us if we care to look. The words 

of a popular school hymn keep popping 

into my mind at this time of year, 

speaking of God,  

‘You are older than the world can be, 

you are younger than the life in me.’ 

(‘Round the Corners of the World I go.’ 

Sydney Carter.) 

We are used, perhaps, if we think of 

God, to think only in terms of eternity, 

past and future, in terms of creation. 

We are not so used to thinking of God in 

terms of his perpetual newness, energy 

and constant re-creation. Not just God 

of the past; but of the dynamic present 

and the future of infinite possibilities 

that exist for our world and for 

ourselves. 

So, may I wish you a very happy New 

Year and may we all be able to learn 

from the past, live in the present and 

look to the future, in the awareness of 

God’s inexhaustible new life and new 

hope. 
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Carers’ Centre teams up the Bath 

Mind for Support Café at Timsbury 

Hub 

By Carmen Cooper 

Loneliness and isolation is a major issue 

faced by many carers.  Looking after 

someone can be emotionally and 

physically draining and many carers feel 

unable to ask for help, which is why the 

B&NES Carers’ Centre has teamed up 

with the Bath Mind to support carers in 

the Timsbury area.  

Since October, the two charities have 

been running a Support Café, which 

takes place the third Tuesday of each 

month at the Timsbury Hub in North 

Road from 2.00pm-4.00pm. 

The Hub offers a relaxed and safe 

meeting space where carers can get 

advice and information while socialising  

over a cuppa.  

On hand will be staff from the Carers’ 

Centre, who can help with practical and 

emotional support as well as provide 

information on a wide range of free 

services it offers. 

Members of Bath Mind will also be 

there offering support and advice to 

carers or anyone who wants to check in 

on their wellbeing and mental health.  

One attendee at the café said:  “I am 

involved with mental health groups and 

the Timsbury group was my first visit. It 

was warm and non-judgemental, it 

helped me. I would go again.” 

Another café user said: “I am a service 

user of Mind but my partner has health 

problems so it has been doubly useful 

talking to the Carers’ Centre staff about 

what is available by way of support.” 

For more information log about the two 

charities log onto 

 www.banescarerscentre.org.uk  

https://www.bathmind.org.uk/ 

DEADLINE 
Thursday 13th February 

Please send your articles                                                 

and adverts before this date to: 

Madeleine Potts  

newsletter@timsbury.org.uk 

07834859291                                        

47 Southlands Drive 

Please send images and 

adverts in JPG format. 
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Youth Work in Timsbury 

By Jane Van Haaps 

Friday Night Youth Club for those in 

School Years 7-9 is continuing to run 

Friday evenings at the YMCA 7.15pm-

8.30pm, £1 (includes drink and a snack), 

new members welcome.  This is a 

relaxed club with pool, table tennis, 

hockey, X-Box, craft, simple cooking and 

a chance to meet and socialise.  In 

school holidays we usually enjoy a trip: 

the most recent one being swimming.   

In the run up to Christmas we did some 

fantastic pottery sessions with 

firetocreate.co.uk.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our dedicated team of volunteers has 

been joined by some amazing parent 

helpers who have provided lots of 

added value.           

The Cookery Project, a small group of 

12-15 year olds who plan, cook and eat 

together has restarted on a Wednesday 

evening at the YMCA.  The last group 

marked the end of their project by 

planning and preparing a meal for their 

families.  This involved cooking for 

seventeen people.      

The cost of the Cookery group is £1.50 

per week, which covers ingredients.  

The project lasts roughly eight weeks to 

give different people a chance to join.    

Do let me know if you would like to 

come along when there is availability. 

I would encourage parents and 

interested adults to get involved with 

the Parish Council’s Consultation event 

on Saturday 15th February (details on 

page 15 ) to consider how your money 

can be spent most effectively for the 

benefit of local young people.  By the 

time you read this, the first consultation 

with 11-18 year olds will have already 

taken place.   

On a more reflective note, I have 

recently been reading a book on Youth 

Work.  One of the headings was “Where 

have all the grown ups gone?”  The 

premise was that young people today 
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Timsbury Youth Workshop 

By Victoria Ansell 

As has been reported in previous 
newsletters, the Parish Council is 
currently reviewing Youth Services in 
Timsbury Parish. Our aim has been to 
find out what services are known about 
and used currently and discover what 
other facilities and services young 
people would like. 
 
To date we have carried out a survey to 
collate views from Young People (from 
the ages of 11 – 18) and their parents 
and carers, and following this, held a 
drop-in session for Young People on the 
25th January at the YMCA.  We have also 
been working closely with two youth 
groups that run from Timsbury – Youth 
Connect (Mobile Van) and Bath Youth 
for Christ (Cookery Club & Youth Club). 
 
We would like to invite parents, any 
adults and young people to a workshop 

on the 15th February at the YMCA in 
North Road 2.00 to 4.00pm 
 
We will show the results from the 
questionnaires and youth consultation 
sessions. The aim will be to work out 
which of the activities, facilities and 
services we should prioritise, and 
brainstorm ideas as to how we could 
take some of them forward. 
 
This is an open session and all are 
welcome, the more interest and 
support that we have from people in 
Timsbury Parish, the more we will be 
able to achieve.   
 
If you are interested in getting involved 
in the Workshop and have some 
questions please contact Victoria 
Ansell: 
ansellvictoria@gmail.com               
01761 751 071 
 
You can view the survey on the village 
website: 
timsbury.org.uk/liveissues/young-
people-consultation/ 

are growing up with fewer meaningful 

interactions with adults in their lives 

and the detrimental effect which this is 

having on community, social cohesion 

and for the young people trying to find 

their way in life.  If this is something 

which concerns you, or indeed if you 

disagree, and you would like to get in 

touch, then I’m always open to meeting 

for a coffee & chat! 

Jane van Haaps tel 07765000661, 

jane@bathyfc.co.uk 

Youth & Community Worker in 

Timsbury 
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Thank you to everyone who came along 

to support our Christmas Fayre. We 

raised an amazing £1148 which will help 

to purchase important resources for the 

school. 

We ended 2019 with our Christmas 

parties and look who turned up! Thank 

you to our wonderful PTA for organising 

this and buying such lovely books as 

gifts for every pupil. 

Congratulations to our swimming team 

of Eva, Lily, Jasper, Darcey, Freya, Ralph, 

Joe and Finley who all performed 

brilliantly at the local Schools Swimming 

Gala, finishing third overall.  

Our fundraising efforts last term saw 

the school community raise £206 for 

the Poppy Appeal and £122 for Children 

in Need.  

In the EYFS classroom, the children in 

our Ducklings class listened to the story 

of Carrot Soup by John Segal – a tale of 

a rabbit who planted some carrot seeds 

only to discover that somebody had 

stolen them! In actual fact, the ‘thieves’ 

are rabbit’s friends who secretly took 

the carrots to make soup for rabbit as a 

surprise for his birthday.  

The EYFS children had the brilliant idea 

of making their own carrot soup for our 

Year One Rabbits class, keeping it as a 

surprise just like in the story! The 

Rabbits were very grateful – some even 

went back for seconds! 

The Year Two Badgers did an amazing 

performance at our Term Two Awards 

Assembly, performing the story Traction 

St Mary’s Primary School 

By Chris Daniels 
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Man. They then rounded off their work 

in English by dressing up in superhero 

costumes and sharing their diary writing 

with each other. 

Our Year Three Bees have been 

studying the artwork of Wassily 

Kandinsky. In particular, they have 

enjoyed his work called Squares with 

Concentric Circles. The children decided 

to create their own collage version of 

this classic piece of abstract art, cutting 

out concentric circles of different sizes 

from different fabrics. You can see this 

tree in the corridor outside The Hive 

classroom. 

Thank you to everybody at St. Mary’s 

Church for organising the Star Trail in 

December. Our pupils learned all about 

the Christmas story and found it really 

interesting to learn why the kings 

brought frankincense, gold and myrrh. 

In 2017, our school held a very 

successful Science Fair. In 2020, St 

Mary's will be holding another one at 

the start of British Science Week. This 

will take place on Saturday 7th March 

from 10.00am to 1.00pm.  

Our Science Fair is open to all members 

of our school and village community. 

We will have lots of exciting stalls for 

everyone to get hands-on involvement 

in science, technology, engineering and 

health, plus a chance to hear some 

scientists tell you what they do.  

The PTA will be running a cafe and of 

course, the children will share with you 

some of their science exploring that 

they have been doing in the classroom.  

If you'd like to be involved as a helper 

either on the day or ahead of the event 

or if you can help with a stall as a 

scientist, engineer, tech person or 

healthcare person please contact the 

School Office on 01761 470 245  
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Timsbury Theatre Group 

By Peter Buchanan  

DIBLEY IS COMING TO TIMSBURY IN 

APRIL! 

We’re really excited about our next 

production, which is a stage version of 

the classic TV comedy “The Vicar of 

Dibley”.  

Adapted by Ian Gower and Paul 

Carpenter from the original TV series by 

Richard Curtis and Paul Mayhew-

Archer, we are presenting this play with 

kind permission of Tiger Aspect 

Productions.  

Jo Whittock and Jon Hickes will be 

directing a very experienced cast, led by 

Paige-Alex Lee-Edmunds as Geraldine 

Grainger, with Rosalie Reed as her 

charmingly innocent verger Alice.  

Parish Council chairman David Horton 

will be played by John Ford, with 

George Clark as his rather dim son 

Hugo. The other male parts are in the 

capable hands of Peter Buchanan 

(Owen), Neil Moon (Jim) and Mick Willis 

(Frank), with Sharon Wilkins as church 

stalwart Mrs Cropley, whose culinary 

creations provide some wonderful 

comedy moments!   

Fans of the TV series will not be 

disappointed as the script includes 

many familiar scenes, starting with the 

meeting where the parish councillors 

meet Geraldine for the first time. 

“The Vicar of Dibley” will be on stage at 

the Conygre Hall from Thursday 2nd 

April to Saturday 4th April at 7.30pm 

each evening.  

Tickets will be on sale soon, priced at 

£10.  Buy online at www.thettg.org, call 

or text 07542 152595 or email 

timsburytheatre@gmail.com. You can 

also come to the hall on a Tuesday or 

Thursday evening to order or collect 

tickets. 

Last December’s production of “The 

Good, the Bad and the Panto” was very 

much enjoyed by our patrons. This year, 

we will be returning to the classic titles 

with a production of “Aladdin”. Panto 

audiences were very generous in their 

support for this season’s charity, the 

Forever Friends Appeal, with nearly 

£400 contributed to the raffle and the 

collecting buckets. 

We expect to present “Agatha Crusty 

and the Health Spa Murders” in July, 

and we are keen to recruit more 

members to act or help backstage in 

this and other productions. There’s a 

tremendous buzz from getting involved 

in a live show! If you’d like to know 

more, please contact Jo Whittock on 

01761 472745, Peter Buchanan 01761 

471818 or Pete Crooke 01761 434479 

or come along on a rehearsal night – 

Tuesdays and Thursdays at the Conygre 

Hall, starting at 7.30pm. 
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Timsbury Gardening Club 

By Graham Nicholls 

At our end of year meeting we 

welcomed the very local Tabor Handbell 

Ringers. After a short introduction 

including the history of handbell ringing 

we were treated to a selection of carols 

to which those amongst us with descent 

voices sang along to.  

The Ringers also rang a selection of 

other popular melodies. During the 

interval when we all sampled the 

variety of food brought along by 

members we had a chance to 

investigate the new ‘chimes’ that the 

Ringers use. These originated in 

America and they consist of square 

aluminium tubes with an external 

clapper mechanism.  

Each one has been tuned to give the 

same note as the equivalent handbell 

and the best part about them is that 

they are much cheaper than the true 

handbell. We had a chance to 

experience using them as well. It was a 

lovely musical evening to end the year 

with especially with a local group. See 

the photo taken by Dennis Tout. 

Our February meeting will consist of the 

A.G.M and a quiz. 

Secretary:  

Laura Salter  

email: lps4488@gmail.com 

Summer Show Secretary:   

Kieth Pursey  

Email: keithloraine@btinternet.com   

01761 402640 
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Tabor’s Christmas Festivities started in 

November with a Festive Family Fun 

morning raising a total of £160; thanks 

to everyone who attended. 

On Sunday 15th December the Timsbury 

Child Care group took part in the 

morning Service which was led by Mrs 

Roseanne Blewitt.  This is always an 

enjoyable morning to the congregation, 

but maybe not to the Child Care Leaders 

who sometimes have to persuade 

reluctant little ones to play their part!   

The Carol Service on 22nd December was 

led by Mrs Jean Auckland with the 

Tabor Ringers taking part. 

The Tabor Ringers were very busy 

during the run up to Christmas with 

engagements at Age UK in Bath, 

Hawthorn Court Keynsham, Timsbury 

Child Care Group, Age UK Charlton 

House in Keynsham, Cheshire Home 

Timsbury, Timsbury Gardening Club, 

Somer Radio, Claire Hall Ston Easton, 

Writhlington Village Carol Service and 

Tabor Carol service. 

Secretary Mrs Barb Spalding (01761) 

752177 is the contact for information, 

bookings and for anyone who would like 

to have a go at playing with us. 

Tabor Independent Methodist Church 
Timsbury 

 
By Dianne Carter 

DEADLINE 
Thursday 13th February 

Please send your articles                                                 

and adverts before this date to: 

Madeleine Potts  

newsletter@timsbury.org.uk 

07834859291                                         

47 Southlands Drive 

Please send images and 

adverts in JPG format. 
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Recycle: reuse, repair, refill  

By Mary-Anne Ansell 

Timsbury Green Action Group 

You may be surprised to hear that latest 

figures for recycling rates in the UK 

show that they actually dropped 

between 2017 and 2018. Currently, the 

UK is set to miss the EU target of 50% of 

household waste being recycled or 

reused by 2020. Our local Council, Bath 

and North East Somerset has been 

encouraging us to improve rates of 

recycling and we can all do more to 

recycle as much as possible as part of 

reducing our carbon emissions.  We can 

save one tonne of carbon dioxide a year 

per household, if we recycle 50% of our 

household waste.  

Timsbury Parish Council would like to 

help our residents to understand the 

options available to support reducing 

our carbon emissions. This is the first of 

a series of articles to provide ideas and 

information. 

Recycling is not our only option. There 

are now more opportunities to reuse 

and repair such as using the Share and 

Repair Cafes. For more information on 

local cafes, see shareandrepair.org.uk/

repair-cafes. Does anyone want to set 

one up in Timsbury? 

Recycling broken and unwanted 

electrical goods which have a plug or 

use batteries, is now possible through 

the green box collections. For example, 

you can put items such as electric 

toothbrushes, hi-fi equipment and 

phones in your box. For more on this 

see bathnes.gov.uk/campaigns. 

To avoid non-recyclable packaging, look 

for where you can refill containers and 

look out for items in eco-friendly 

packaging. Our Health & More shop in 

the High Street is a trail blazer in this 

and selling eco-products where 

possible. They aim to stock cards with 

no plastic wrapping and source their 

candles from suppliers who do not use 

palm oil. In order to reduce single-use 

plastic, they also provide refillable 

solutions for milk, eggs, olive oil, wine, 

and detergent products. 

Kick-starting an environmental 

movement for change. 

A local woman from Farmborough, 

Charlotte Dagless, is organising an event 

on Saturday, March 7th from 3.00pm to 

5.00pm in Farmborough Village Hall. 

This is a free event aiming to help 

people learn about how they can 

respond to environmental challenges at 

a local level. More details in the next 

Timsbury Letter. 

Get in touch anytime:                           

Mary-Anne Ansell, Timsbury Green 

Action Group 01761 751071    

mayanneansell24@hotmail.com 
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 Timsbury Art Group 

By Lesley Mannion  

Happy New Year 2020 to you all. A new 

year brings new ideas I hope - why not 

try painting? 

Last year Timsbury Art Group had two 

exhibitions of their paintings, attracting 

many visitors resulting in many sales of 

paintings as well as a donation to a local 

charity.  Also two art demonstrations in 

Spring and Autumn as well as a 

Christmas get-together for members.  

Some members design and make their 

own Christmas cards. 

Our Spring Term is Thursday 9 January-

Thursday 2 April 2020 with a half term 

break on Thursday 20 February 2020.  

The term fee is £25 which equates to 

some £2.27 per session and that 

includes tea and coffee !!!  We meet in 

The Conygre Hall, Timsbury, 2pm-4pm 

so do come along and meet us all and 

see what we do and hopefully you will 

join us.  It's a nice way to meet people, 

make friends and chat about art and 

other things.  Please do telephone 

07970-087252 if you would like more 

information. 

Our next demonstration is on Thursday 

6th February 2020 2.00pm-4.00pm in 

The Conygre Hall.  We are delighted to 

welcome guest artist Paul Weaver who 

will show us how he creates a market 

scene with figures in watercolour. His 

primary inspirations are light and 

atmospheric effects so let's hope he can 

inspire you to come along and soak up 

atmosphere and enjoy his demo !!  Tea/

coffee and biscuits are included in the 

charge of £4.50.  This is a lovely way to 

draw from the knowledge of an 

experienced artist. Everyone welcome 

and we hope to see you there. 

A member working on her picture at a Thursday session 
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Timsbury Natural History Group 

By Rod Bruce 

Our first indoor meeting, of the new 

decade, will have seen us entertained 

by Andy Davis and John Aldridge. Their 

talk tells us about their travels around 

fascinating China including seeing 

pandas. 

Our February treat will be to be 

transported to the opposite side of the 

world, namely Madagascar. Our 

speaker will be Ed Drewitt giving an 

illustrated presentation of the animal 

and flora and fauna seen during the 

jaunts of his latest expedition. I’m not 

sure if pandas will feature (possibly the 

red variety) however, I am fairly certain 

that the equally loveable ring tailed 

lemur will bring gasps of admiration 

from our members at the meeting on 

Monday 17th February in the Conygre 

Hall  at 7.30pm. A coffee break will, as 

usual, be included as will the popular 

observation session. The observation 

session has become Pete Browne’s 

humorous spot, although other 

contributions are invited. 

Following our January field trip to 

Newport Wetlands, our February trip 

will see us returning to Portbury Wharf 

where we can expect to see 

overwintering wildfowl as well as the 

usual residents.  The pathways are not 

hazardous or too physical so why not 

come and join us meeting at the 

Portbury Wharf car park at 10.30am on 

Saturday 22nd February. 

Chairman- Ken Blake 

07734558521 kenb@brissco.co.uk 

Secretary- Rod Bruce 

01761 433013 rodbruce@talktalk.net 

 

 

Get Seedy! with Seedy Saturday 

Seed Swap, Potato Day and Green Fayre 

Saturday 14th March 2020 

10.00am to 2.00pm 

Timsbury Conygre Hall 

 

seedswap@getseedy.co.uk 

07849 055 339 

Get Seedy!  

www.getseedy.co.uk 
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2019 Timsbury Cricket Club AGM  

By Malcolm Tucker 

The AGM of Timsbury Cricket Club 

opened on a sad note with members 

observing a minute’s silence in memory 

of a much-respected former player and 

current committee member Jerry 

Thompson who had recently died. 

Jon Strand was unanimously re-elected 

as first team captain and Adam 

Brinkworth will continue as his vice-

captain. Ben Hosford who is celebrating 

three successive promotions as second 

team skipper continues at the helm 

with Rob Clothier as his assistant. There 

is a change at third team level, 

however, with Laurie Jones taking over 

from Ashley Davis who has looked after 

the side for the last seven years 

although Davis will keep involved as 

vice-captain.  

Mike Passingham has decided to stand 

down after many years as secretary 

with Richard Davis stepping up. 

Treasurer Ben Curtis is taking over 

running the club’s 200 Club from Roger 

Lane who was thanked for his efforts by 

chairman Austin Sage.  

Sage said that overall the club was in a 

strong position and he was delighted 

that although the first team had been 

relegated there had been a strong team 

spirit throughout the season. He 

congratulated Hosford on another 
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promotion for the seconds and thanked 

Davis for all his years as third team 

skipper and for providing a pathway for 

youth players into adult cricket.  

Lloyd Davies had led some excellent 

training sessions for the senior players 

and Adam Brinkworth was thanked for 

all his work with the youth players. 

Matt Brinkworth’s All Star sessions had 

attracted 42 young participants and 

next season the club will be supporting 

the new ECB initiative for the 8-11 year 

olds known as Dynamos.  

Sage was pleased that the presentation 

evenings and social events had seen the 

clubhouse packed and plans continued 

to extend the clubroom with an 

upgrade of changing facilities in 

conjunction with the village football 

club. Subscription rates remained 

unaltered but to keep them as cheap as 

possible Sage appealed for more senior 

members to help with youth training. 

Sage thanked Curtis for his work as 

treasurer and all members of the 

Management Committee and other 

club helpers. 

Malcolm Tucker, on the 

recommendation of the Management 

Committee, was unanimously 

reappointed as Club President. Also on 

recommendation of the Management 

Committee Yvonne Bird, Ann Sage, Kelly 

Roper, Simon Roper and  Nic Gapper 

were to be invited to become club Vice 

Presidents. 

The election of officers were as follows: 

Chairman A. Sage 

Vice Chairman Mark Sage 

Treasurer B. Curtis 

Secretary R. Davis 

Fixture Secretary Martyn Sage 

1st Team Captain J. Strand 

1st Team Vice Captain A. Brinkworth 

2nd Team Captain B. Hosford 

2nd Team Vice Captain R. Clothier 

3rd Team Captain L. Jones 

3rd Team Vice Captain  A. Davis  

Child Protection Officer Adam 
Brinkworth 

Auditor A. Davis 
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Death of Jer Thompson 

By Malcolm Tucker 

Mendip Crematorium was packed to 

overflowing for the funeral of a much-

respected local sportsman, Jer 

Thompson, who has died after a long 

illness.  

The talented cricketer who played for a 

number of local clubs and who played 

minor counties cricket for Wiltshire, has 

spent the last 20 years at Timsbury. 

Here he inspired a generation of players 

both as a colleague and latterly as a 

coach, with the determination and drive 

that was the hallmark of his character. 

Jer was brought up in Writhlington 

attending St Mary’s Primary School and 

the local Comprehensive. He 

represented Avon Schools and 

Somerset at youth level and also played 

for a number of local football teams.  

He played cricket for Temple Cloud 

before moving to Bath where he was 

coached by former Somerset batsman 

and county umpire Peter Wight. He 

played for Somerset second eleven and 

played for Wiltshire against 

Warwickshire in the Gillette Cup where 

he faced South African quickie Alan 

Donald.  

He was later to play for Midsomer 

Norton and Keynsham in the Western 

League before being persuaded to join 

Timsbury by Darren Wilkins. He was one 

of the historic eleven which reached the 

National Village Final at Lords in 2006.  

In a tribute to Jerry all of his team 

mates came to the funeral dressed in 

Jer Thompson (left) with Timsbury Cricket Club chairman Austin Sage  
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Boccia Has Arrived at The Conygre 
Hall 

By Colin Allen 

A permanent boccia court has now been 

installed at the Conygre Hall in the main 

hall. This is a first for Timsbury and 

almost unique in the South West of 

England. The court is about the same 

size as the existing badminton court, 

without the net. 

The rules for the game of Boccia are 

similar to the rules of Bowls, Boules or 

Petanque. The idea is to get your ball 

closer to the jack ball than the 

opponent’s ball. There are 6 blue balls, 

6 red balls and a white jack ball. The 

game can be played by two teams of 

three players with two balls each, two 

pairs with three balls each or two 

individuals with six balls each.  

Each player must be seated and remain 

seated within the perimeter lines  of 

their own throwing box when they 

throw the ball. 

A match is made up of ends depending 

on the format. Teams play six ends so 

each player throws the jack once. Pairs 

and individuals play four ends. If the 

final score is a draw, then an individual 

tie break end is played to determine the 

winner. 

If you would like to find out more about 

this game there will be introduction 

sessions at Farmborough Memorial Hall 

from 10.00am to 12 noon on the 3rd 

Thursday of every month. The next 

session is 20th Febuary.  

To play on the new court in Timsbury 

please contact me, Colin Allen on 

07889363018  colin.allen@talktalk.net 

the outfits worn at the final. Wilkins, 

who has remained a close friend, led 

the tributes with an emotional eulogy. 

After leaving school Jer went into the 

building industry before joining Ford 

Fuel Oils. He married his wife Anne-

Marie in 1990 and they have one son 

Sol who plays cricket for Timsbury and 

rugby for Chew Valley. Anne-Marie said 

that it was clear from the many cards 

and messages that they have received 

that Jer had a big influence on people’s 

lives. 

She said, “Jer expected everyone to 

give maximum effort and had a great 

work ethic. As an individual he was very 

humble and never wanted any fuss. He 

was a devoted family man and his 

death will leave a big hole in our lives.” 

Jer, who is also survived by father Ken 

and sister Bridget, showed the same 

determination in fighting the illness 

that made life so difficult for him over 

the last 12 months before losing the 

battle and passing away at the age of 

56. 
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Heartfelt Thanks 

The Family of Sheila Goldsworthy 

who suddenly sadly died 29/11/19 

would like to send heartfelt thanks 

for everyone’s kindness and 

prayers. 

 

£330+ donations to be shared 

between Timsbury British Legion 

and Great Ormond Street 

Children’s charity. 

These will be gratefully received. 

 

God Bless. 

Kind regards Paula  
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Tree Top Logs 
 

Quality Seasoned  
Firewood 

 

Part & Full Loads  
Available 

 

Competitive Rates 
 

Call 01761 472140 

 

Elaine Hale 
Visiting Chiropodist 

H. C. P. C. Registered 

29 Waterloo Road 

Radstock 

Bath 

BA3 3ER 
 

Tel: 01761 751596 



 

 29 



 

 30 

 

 

 

Purnell Bowls Club 

Bristol Road, Paulton 

ONE OF THE PREMIER 

BOWLS CLUBS 

OF SOMERSET 

THIS IS WHAT YOU WILL GET : 

FREE TUITION 

ALL EQUIPMENT PROVIDED  

FREE OUTDOOR MEMBERSHIP FIRST 

YEAR 

PLAY ALL THE YEAR ROUND 

OUTDOOR IN THE SUN IN THE SUM-

MER 

INDOOR IN THE WARM IN THE WIN-

TER 

GREAT SOCIAL SIDE 

REGULAR ENTERTAINMENT 

FULLY STOCKED BAR WITH GREAT 

PRICES 

MAKE NEW FRIENDS  

For more information,  

      Ring Don: 01761-471019 

 

Project Linus Dates 

We are a group of volunteer 

knitters and sewers who make 

and donate to children in need. 

We have monthly informal 

meetings in the Conygre Hall 

where we sew and chat .  

10.30am-2.00pm  

01761 752337                                    

28/2, 27/3, 24/4 and 

26/6  
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Monumental and Stone             
Masons 

 
Headstones, tablets, vases 
Cleaning, renovations and  

additional inscriptions 
 

Please contact us for a free quote  
And to see our full range of ser-

vices 
 

Showroom at Radstock Road 
Midsomer Norton 

BA3 2AA 
01761 412934 

www.hobbsmarbleandgranite.co.uk 

HOBBS                          

Marble and Granite Ltd 
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DRAGONFLY 

GARDENS  
 

Borders – Lawns – Hedges 

Fruit and Vegetables 

Problem areas cleared 

 

Emma Moffat 

07708 663275 

Timsbury and surrounds 
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CONYGRE HALL SESSIONS  
 
Mondays 
Bouncy Castles  (term time) 10am  tel 436328 
Short Mat Bowls 10am tel 472741 
Timsbury Natural History Group 7.30pm (third Monday except June, July and August) tel 
433013 
 
Tuesdays 
Over Sixties Group (1.30pm fortnightly) tel  470919 
Short Mat Bowls 7pm tel  472741 
Theatre Group 7.30pm tel  471818 
 
Wednesdays 
Flexercise (term time)10am tel 414163 
Golden Oldies 11am (first Wednesday morning of the month) tel 472790 
Slimming World 5.30 pm  and 7.30pm 07538309708   
Pilates 6.30pm tel 07538309708 
Badminton Club from 7.30pm (Except August) Beginners Badminton 6- 7.30pm  (Except  
August)  tel 472773  
 ‘STEP OUT’ 30 minute Health Walk around the Village ( first Wednesday of every month) 
9.45am outside the Hall.  No need to book just come along 
 
Thursdays 
Toddlers (term time) 9.30am tel 07427 846825 
Art class (term time) 10am tel 07769 186234 
Art Group (term time only) 2pm-4pm 07970 087252  
Seated SOSA Dance Fitness (Seated exercise for older adults) 2.30pm  tel:07730 455856  
Fitsteps 6.15pm tel 07585 324062 
Short Mat Bowls 7pm tel  472741 
Theatre Group 7.30pm tel 471818 
Timsbury WI 7.30pm (first Thursday evening of the month) tel 470140 
‘STEP OUT’ 30 minute Health Walk around the Village (third Thursday of every month) 
9.45 at the Hall.  No need to book just come along 
 
Fridays 
Art class (term time) 9.30am tel 07769 186234 
 
Saturdays 
Ballet 9.45am tel 479026 / 07739 611394 
 
The Hall is also used for numerous public and private events inc. birthday parties,     
wedding receptions, jumble sales, meetings, wakes etc. 
For bookings contact the Booking Officer tel 470261. 
Other Useful Contacts: Timsbury Snooker Club tel 470994 
Timsbury Cricket Club & Timsbury Athletic Football Club  tel 07753 164080  
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