
      
 

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 3rd December 2018 

at 7:30pm Tyning Room, Conygre Hall 
 

Ref. Item Minute Action 

 Present: In the Chair Veronica Packham; Derek Wheeler, David Collett, 
Mike Horler, Mary-Anne Ansell, Sheila Clarke, Ray Merchant, 
Stan Martin, Ruth Bailey, Rob Young and Josie Pownall. 

 

4520 1. Welcome and 
Apologies 

The Chairman welcomed all those attending. 
Apologies were received from Dave Lorriman. 

 

4521 2. Declarations  None  

4522 3. Minutes of 5th 
November Meeting 

The minutes were approved as a correct record and were 
signed by the Chairman. 

 

4523 4. Matters arising from 
the Minutes 

There was a very good attendance of the WW1 Centenary 
activities before and on 11th November. The improvement 
works to the War Memorial will now start on 14th January. 
The Christmas tree is being installed in the Miners’ Garden 
this week with stronger fixings. The larger tree cost £125 and 
more lights may be needed. 
 

 

4524 5. Reports Somer Valley Forum by DC 
Police report: Considerable concern about increasing 
evidence of drug use in the area, mostly involving cannabis. 
There is a campaign to encourage the reporting of incidents 
of drug use and drug sales either directly to the police or 
through the Crime Stoppers website or telephone. An 
education programme for first-time offenders is in place to 
avoid the use of custodial sentences. 
B&NES Council Budget: they presented their budget and 
plans for cuts of £16m next year from: reviewing contractor 
and agency spend, reduced staff and offices, stopping the 
Parish Sweeping Scheme and arts funding, reducing Youth 
Services, sharing services with adjacent authorities, and 
review of capital programme. 
The long-term challenge is increasing spend on adult and 
child social care while reducing income so that the Council 
will need to save a further £50m over the next five years on 
top of cuts so far of £72.4m. They plan to seek powers to 
raise more local funding e.g. tourism levy via hotels, Airbnb 
etc., losses of Council and Business rates from universities 
and student houses, integration with the Clinical 
Commissioning Group and reducing hospital referrals, and by 
supporting communities to act locally. 
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4525 6. Clerk’s Report • The B&NES youth service has underspent in October to 
December and so is now only requesting £2440 up to 
March instead of up to £4,100 which we agreed before in 
principle. Final decisions are yet to be made by B&NES on 
the structure of the service. They will be drafting a formal 
agreement to sign. 

• The Bath Youth for Christ youth project is focusing on 
working with the school and running the Crazy Kids Club. 
The wider youth work is found to be harder to engage 
with the young people so far. 

• The improvements to the HaHa path will be started by 
contractors directly after Christmas. The waste bin needs 
to be moved to enable the works to be done. 

• This year Roger Tranter is organising road signs for the 
carols event and will be hiring them for about £50. 

• Christmas trees will be collected from 28th January with 
the B&NES green waste first collection of the year. 

• Some road signs about ‘phone box’ etc. need changing. 
Adverts by a local business are to be moved. 

• Jacob Rees Mogg MP has responded to our letter about 
Fracking in the area disagreeing with the PC’s concerns. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

4526 7a. B&NES Decisions 
on Planning 
Applications  

Planning Inspector Appeal Ref: APP/F0114/W/18/3204057 
Land to the rear of 4-12 Greenvale Drive, Timsbury BA2 0HP 
DISMISSED the appeal against the B&NES Refusal. 

 
 
 

4527 7b. Planning 
Applications to B&NES 
for the Parish Council 
to consider. 

None  

4528 8. West of England 
Combined Authority 
Bus Strategy and 
related bus 
developments. 

A response by B&NES to our MP following a request from a 
resident has confirmed the situation that the 179 is likely to 
be withdrawn next August, unless some additional funding is 
made available by B&NES before then. This is unlikely due to 
their budget cuts being decided in February. 
The WECA Bus strategy is now expected to be consulted on in 
summer 2019 which will be too late to save the 179 from a 
change to the framework of governance of buses in the area. 
The WECA Joint Local Transport Plan will go out to public 
consultation in early 2019. 
Since the last meeting a press release and photo of residents 
by the bus stop were published in local papers. 
Meanwhile, residents have organised a petition based in 
McColls etc. to try to keep the bus going. 
Following a discussion, it was decided to take a dual 
approach of keeping pressure on B&NES, WECA and First Bus 
to keep the 179 going and meanwhile to investigate the 
setting up of a community run bus with nearby Parish 
Councils. The working party will be held 8 or 9 th January. 
Further work is yet to be done on a Car share app. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
VP 
DC 
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4529 9. To consider a 
request for parking 
restrictions along The 
Avenue. 

A resident has requested parking restrictions on the west 
side of The Avenue to assist with exiting from the drive at the 
back of Pitfour Terrace, the High Street. B&NES has 
responded that this would not meet the criteria in their 
Policy to paint White Keep Clear markings opposite private 
accesses. The remaining option would be for yellow lines if 
requested by the PC. A site visit was carried out with DC and 
the Clerk. 
Following a discussion, it was decided on a vote of 10 to 1  
to not support yellow line parking restrictions for the 
following reasons; although the exit is recognised as 
awkward it is felt to be workable, such parking restrictions 
may not make a significant difference, and that parking for 
residents and visitors is needed due to a general shortage in 
that part of the village. B&NES and the resident will be 
informed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

4530 10. To consider a 
request for funding 
from MSN Dial A Ride. 

This not-for-profit group has had funding frozen by B&NES 
for some years. Meanwhile, demand for their services has 
increased as a result of other bus cuts. They are increasing 
their charges to users from January from £3.5 to £4. 
Also, they are requesting a donation of £375 to support their 
core costs for next year from April. The PC last paid them a 
grant of £300 for the year 2018 to 19. 
At the same time the PC is funding free Dial a Ride with them 
for residents to get to the Hub Library up to the end of 
January to a value of £80 to £120 depending on uptake. 
It was decided to defer a decision on this to the January 
meetings. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

4531 11. To consider follow 
up and further 
development of the 
Hub Library. 

The Hub has opened successfully on 26th November and early 
use and feedback is very positive so far. The Coordinator Liz 
Casson has done an excellent job in carrying out most of the 
tasks to make this happen and has spent many hours over 
her contract in doing so. Also, SC has suggested that Liz 
should be invited to continue for some time as much is still to 
be done to ensure its ongoing success; procedures, recruiting 
more volunteers, establishing the Coordinating Team, 
publicity and outreach to ensure its use, supporting group 
activities and events, and perhaps promoting wellbeing 
activities in some way. 
Following a discussion, on a vote there was unanimous 
support to pay her 40 hours overtime already worked, plus to 
offer her 60 hours extra work, and to further consider the 
situation at the January meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

4532 12. Finance Expenditure since last meeting was listed and items above 
£100 will be shown on the Parish Council finance pages on 
timsbury.org.uk site. 

 
Clerk 

 



Page 4 of 4 
Timsbury Parish Council Minutes 3rd December 2018 

4533 13. Correspondence • There is a request to ask owners of hedges by the Avenue 
to trim them. 

• A resident of the HaHa off Somerset Folly has asked for 
white line allocation of parking bays in the parking area 
and to move the waste bin. B&NES Council will be asked. 

 
Clerk 

 
 

Clerk 

4534 14. Matters of interest 
and information 

 
Mon 10th Dec. Communications Committee, Conygre Hall 
Mon. 17th Dec. 6.30pm Open Air Carols, Miner’s Garden  
Wed. 2nd January Finance Committee 
 
JP asked about pages in the Newsletter. 
 
SC is still developing plans on Wellbeing with the possibility 
for research and funding. 
 

 

 

 There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35 pm 
 

Approved and signed as a correct record of the meeting: 
 
 
 

Chairman:  ___________________________          Date: ________________________ 
 

Agenda items for Next Parish Council Meeting by Monday 31st December 
 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 
Monday 7th January 


