
      
 

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 1st October 2018 

at 7:30pm Tyning Room, Conygre Hall 
 

Ref. Item Minute Action 

 Present: In the Chair Veronica Packham; Derek Wheeler, David 
Collett, Mike Horler, Mary-Anne Ansell, Sheila Clarke, Ray 
Merchant, Stan Martin, Ruth Bailey, Rob Young, Dave 
Lorriman and Josie Pownall. 

 

4481 1. Welcome and 
Apologies 

The Chairman welcomed all those attending. 
 

 

4482 2. Declarations  None  

4483 3. Minutes of 3rd 
September Meeting 

The minutes were approved as a correct record and were 
signed by the Chairman. 

 

4484 4. Matters arising 
from the Minutes 

The improvement works on the War Memorial has been 
delayed while waiting for approval from the national British 
Legion. This was viewed as very disappointing, and we will 
do whatever we can to make it happen. 

 
 
 

Clerk 

4485 5. Reports ALCA B&NES by VP 
Questions were raised about whether B&NES will pay for 
PC elections in future, the ‘purdah’ period before the local 
elections and cutting of road verges. 
Somer Valley Forum by DC 
This was mainly about the various groups that provide 
youth services in the area, more then we were aware of. 
B&NES CCG annual meeting by SC and DC 
The importance of the involvement of groups was 
explained, although there is no funding available; 
loneliness is a big issue; lessons from Wigan were outlined. 

 

4486 6. Clerk’s Report The company installing fast broadband cable for GiGa Clear 
in the Parish has shown their plans involving temporary 
road closures from November down Radford Hill, Loves Hill 
and Bungay’s Hill. 

 
Clerk 

4487 7a. B&NES Decisions 
on Planning 
Applications  

None 
 

 
 
 

4488 7b. Planning 
Applications to B&NES 
for the Parish Council 
to consider. 

18/03970/FUL  21 Bloomfield Avenue, Timsbury, BA2 0LW.  
Erection of two storey side extension, single storey front 
extension and free-standing car port with electric car 
charging point following removal of existing garage and flat 
roofed extensions. 
A member of the public made a statement. 
On a vote there was unanimous agreement to object to the 
application on the grounds that the extension is 
overdevelopment. It will visually impinge on adjacent 

 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
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properties. Also, that the car port is not in keeping with the 
garden landscaping of the street, and it will impinge on the 
neighbouring house. 
 
18/03233/FUL Flower & Hayes Ltd, (Upper Conygre) North 
Road, Timsbury, Bath. Erection of 26 dwellings and office 
space along with new vehicular and pedestrian access and 
associated works. Further details from B&NES to be 
considered. 
VP and the Clerk had met with the B&NES Planning officers. 
They noted that: 
The speed table design is acceptable to them. 
The 20mph scheme is not part of the planning application 
but there can be a request to contribute towards it. 
Any roundabout is unlikely due to limited area of highway 
and costs of land. 
The narrow south section of The Avenue pavement is off-
site and so improvements cannot be required, so has to be 
considered by the separate Traffic Management Team. 
Residential parking spaces has been increased by 6 and the 
office parking reduced by2. 
Current bus services and secondary education facilities they 
consider to be adequate at present. 
B&NES will adopt the main section of highway on the site. 
More tree planting is planned, and more designs of housing 
have been presented. 
The anomaly of a small area which is in the Local Plan Local 
Green Space is being considered. 
They have not yet received the Biodiversity Report or notice 
from the Coal Authority about mine workings. 
B&NES will consider the rate of payment for recreation 
facilities under 106 Agreement. 
 
The updated documents were discussed. 
On a vote there was unanimous support for the application 
with the following comments: 
The technical design and funding of widening of the Avenue 
pavement south of the site must be achieved. 
The PC supports use of Local Green Space Designation 
(LCR6A) for the batch. 
The PC and the Conygre Trust request £50,000 in the S106 
agreement for the securing a greenspace contribution to 
maintain, enhance and improve access to Conygre 
Recreation Ground.  
In recognition of its former use as a coalmine, the 
development and road be named Upper Conygre in 
addition to suitable other heritage references and features 
such as memorial plaques at the entrance way. 
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The PC notes that there are further technical requirements 
for the application. 
The PC notes and requests consideration of any valid and 
relevant comments by other responders, including from 
neighbouring properties and residents in the village. 

4489 8.  To approve the 
village Local Character 
and Site Assessments 
as evidence for the 
B&NES New Local 
Plan. 

A working group of Cllrs. had carried out an assessment of 
the sites which the Clerk had written up. In addition, the 
Clerk had drafted a local Character Assessment partly based 
on previous work by B&NES. 
On a vote the papers were unanimously approved for 
submission to B&NES Council. 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

4490 9. To consider the 
report and any 
recommendations 
from the 
Communications 
Committee. 

The community Hub is progressing well and on schedule to 
open towards end of November, with training, enough 
volunteers, logo, publicity and open events. The legal 
agreement with B&NES has been signed and sent. 
The timsbury.org.uk site attracts a reasonable audience of 
on average 40 page-views a day with linking via Facebook. 
The Clerk regretted not having had time to use the 
Enewsletter service and will aim to do so in future with DC. 
Income from advertising is good with a net cost to the PC in 
2017/18 of £3,993 which is mainly is made up of fees for 
editing and distribution. Also, it is within the precept budget 
of £4,000. There is adequate advertising and it was agreed 
to continue with current advertising rates until a better 
product is offered with more colour, content and design. 
DC has prepared a new design guide and will use this as a 
basis of training of the new editor Madeleine Potts. 
The report was noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DC 

4491 10. To note and 
respond to the offer 
by B&NES Council for 
the Parish Sweeper 
Grant for future years. 

As expected B&NES Council is planning to cut the grant for 
this scheme which pays for our sweeper, Les Robbins. They 
are proposing to Timsbury to apply for a 50% grant for 
2019/20 with the requirement that we continue the service 
the following year at our own cost. 
On a vote unanimous support to apply for the grant. 

 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

4492 11. To consider the 
report and any 
recommendations 
from the Finance & 
Staff Committee. 

The Clerk presented the estimated expenditure and income 
for April to September 2018. It was noted that the costs for 
a Trampoline should be included. 
There is an expected overspend of approximately £24,254 
by the end of the year which is a result of committed 
expenditure on 7 major items: North Road pavement 
widening, youth projects, tennis court area, hub library, 
resurfacing of the HaHa path, the war memorial upgrade 
and the planned Trampoline if it happens this year. As a 
result, the PC’s reserves will reduce from £62,687 to 
£38,432. 
The report from the Staff Appraisal Panel had been 
discussed in a Confidential Session without the Clerk. After 
the discussion the Clerk was informed that, as a result of his 
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‘Excellent’ performance appraisal, they would propose a 5% 
increase in the PC’s pension contribution on the 
Pensionable Pay, in addition to any inflationary increase in 
the national pay scales that will be agreed in the new year. 
The Clerk left the room for a Confidential Session. On his 
return he was informed that the increase was approved 
unanimously. 

 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

4493 12. To review the 
rental rate of an 
allotment. 

The Finance & Staff Cttee. noted that last year the PC 
decided to aim towards a £20 fee by January 2020 with 
appropriate phasing in. They proposed that because of the 
PC’s reduced reserves to increase the rent from £15 to 
£17.50 for 2019. 
On a vote there was unanimous support to increase the 
rent and the Allotments Committee will be informed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

4494 13. To review the 
road works and 
pavement in North 
Road. 

Monitoring has been carried out by Cllrs. that some drivers 
are mounting the pavement. There should be a request to 
B&NES for the school crossing patrol officer be given a 
camera. Further discussion will be held with B&NES to 
reduce the instances of pavement mounting. 

 
 
 
 

Clerk 

4495 14. To consider any 
actions regarding bus 
services to the village. 

B&NES has managed to divert funds to keep the 179 bus 
service continuing for the time being, although the Sunday 
service will be lost. SM suggested that the Bloomfield Road 
bus stop should become a ‘timed stop’ for the 178 
timetable. 

 
 
 
 

Clerk 

4496 15. To consider a 
response to 
Government plans for 
consultations on 
planning regulations 
to encourage fracking. 

This was considered in part at the last meeting. The 
Timsbury Environment group has requested that the PC 
expresses its concern at the proposed loss of local 
consultation in exploratory activities for fracking in the area 
to our MP and to note B&NES opposition to them. 
On a vote there was unanimous support 

 
 
 
 

Clerk 

4497 16. To consider a 
request for funding 
for the Big Blue 
‘Community Bus’ pre-
school play service to 
the village. 

This charity has made a late request to funding to all PCs in 
the area to continue the service after November. 
On a vote it was agreed not to support the charity as they 
had failed to provide adequate information in time, the 
amount of funding required would be very high, and 
because there are other activities already in the village for 
this age group. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

4498 17. To review and 
plan community 
events in the village. 

Taste of Timsbury went very well with about 1500 attending 
in spite of the wet weather. The organisers are planning to 
have a break from holding the main event in 2019, though 
they may plan smaller activities during the year. 
The previous Fun Day committee have donated their 
remaining reserves of £1,083 to the PC. Efforts to invite 
residents to organise some sort of community event next 
year will continue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

4499 18. Finance Expenditure since last meeting was listed and items above 
£100 will be shown on the Parish Council finance pages on 
timsbury.org.uk site. 

 
Clerk 
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4500 19. Correspondence The Head Teacher of St. Marys school has written to note 
that the school has been awarded the Quality Mark Award 
which recognises the impressive work being done by the 
school to improve progress in reading, writing and maths 
for all pupils, particularly those with Special Educational 
Needs and/or Disabilities. The Council offered its 
congratulations. 
A resident in the High Street has requested for B&NES to 
consider arrangements to enable easier access from the 
back of houses onto the Avenue. This has been referred to 
our B&NES Cllr. Doug Deacon. 

 
 
 
 
 

4501 20. Matters of 
interest and 
information 

Sat. 6th October  ALCA AGM in Timsbury 10.30 
Wed. 24th October  B&NES Parishes Liaison  
Sunday 28th Oct.   Craft Fair, Conygre Hall 
Sunday 11th Nov.  Remembrance Day Centenary 
 
DC expressed concerns about youth activities around the 
village. 
MA will change plantings by the Hook wall and move 
planters to outside the YMCA. 
MA said that a resident has offered to organise a 
community litter picking event around the village. 
SM is still concerned about speed around the village and 
suggested that we should consider speed activated signs. 
DL noted that a number of drivers are concerned about the 
procedure of the police speed check officer. 
There are concerns about the future of the Seven Stars pub. 

VP 
 
 

VP 
 
 

 
 

 

 There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.07  pm 
 

Approved and signed as a correct record of the meeting: 
 
 
 

Chairman:  ___________________________          Date: ________________________ 
 

Agenda items for Next Parish Council Meeting by Friday 26th October 
 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 
Monday 5th November 


