
      
 

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 8th January 2018 

at 7:30pm Tyning Room, Conygre Hall 
 

Ref. Item Minute Action 

 Present: In the Chair Veronica Packham; Janet Durk, Derek 
Wheeler, David Collett, Sue Langdon, Mike Horler, Mary-
Anne Ansell, Ray Merchant, Dave Lorriman, Rob Young 
and Sheila Clarke. 

 

4328 1. Welcome and 
Apologies 

The Chairman welcomed all those attending. 
Apologies for absence received from Josie Pownall. 

 

4329 2. Declarations  None  

4330 3. Minutes of 4th 
December Meeting 

The minutes were approved as a correct record and were 
signed by the Chairman. 

Clerk 
 

4331 4. Matters arising from 
the Minutes 

• B&NES will be sending its proposal about the Timsbury 
Hub Library this month. 

• B&NES Highways management will be meeting shortly 
to discuss the PC’s proposals on pedestrian safety. 

• Presentation by Truespeed on fibre broadband on 20th 
January has been postponed. 

 
 

Clerk 
 

Clerk 

4332 5. Clerk’s Report • The Open Carols event went well again in December. 
Next year Monday 17th was agreed to be a good date 
to consider with Timsbury Christians Together. 

 

• The Clerk’s finance training raised these key points: 

 We have the 2signature rule on payments as it is 
good practice, although it is no longer legally 
required. Electronic banking would still require 
both signatories to see paperwork. As a result, we 
will keep the present system. 

 It is good practice that bank reconciliation should 
be checked by a signatory regularly. Agreed to be 
arranged from February. 

 The Clerk will ensure that instructions to our 
internal auditor are what we want and in our 
Standing Orders. 

 

• The B&NES electoral Ward boundaries will not be 
changing, though some surrounding wards are being 
consulted on. 

• The Government will not be considering imposing 
Precept referendums on small councils for the next 3 
years. 

 
 
 

 
 

Clerk 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 

Clerk 
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• B&NES Council is consulting by end of January on its 
supported bus services under contracts due to end 
during 2018 and is considering some cuts in Timsbury 
services 179 to Bath (evenings/Sundays) and 768 
Clutton & Bath. Proposed to write with B&NES Cllr. 
Doug Deacon to protect the service with DC and JD. 

Clerk 
 

4333 6a. B&NES Decisions 
on Planning 
Applications  

All planning applications are now shown on new pages on 
the village website, with details on main planning issues. 
17/05113/FUL 
9 High Street, Timsbury.  WITHDRAWN 
17/04376/FUL 
Rose Cottage, Crocombe Lane, Timsbury. 
Demolition of three garages and erection of ancillary 
accommodation. REFUSED 
17/03341/FUL  
St John's Ambulance Hall, North Road, Timsbury  
Conversion of former hall to 2 no. dwellings 
PERMITTED AT B&NES Development Cttee. 
17/05145/FUL 
St Mary's School, Lansdown View, Timsbury. 
Demolition & replacement of cycle store, including 
installation of scooter pods.   PERMITTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4334 6b. Planning 
Applications to B&NES 
for the Parish Council 
to consider. 

17/05818/FUL 
The Laurels, South Road, Timsbury, BA2 0ER 
Conversion and extension of an existing care home 
building into 11 self-contained 2bedroom units for the 
aged 55+ (C3 use with age restriction). 
On a vote it was unanimously supported but to question 
the low level of parking in the application. 
17/06022/FUL 
Wembury, North Road, Timsbury, BA2 0JN 
Demolition & replacement of existing sun room to the rear 
and erection of a first-floor rear extension over existing. 
On a vote it was unanimously supported. 
18/00022/TCA 
Tabor Farm, North Road, Timsbury. 
Removal of 1x Apple tree in Conservation Area. 
On a vote it was unanimously supported. 
18/00016/FUL 
Kiln Cottage, Radford Hill, Timsbury 
Erection of a single storey side extension. 
On a vote it was unanimously decided to question what 
the uses of the extension would be. 

 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

4335 6c. To receive an 
update on B&NES New 
Local Plan policy 
process. 

B&NES is formally assessing the potential suitability of 
future HELAA sites for residential or employment 
development to be published late spring/early summer, 
after its Local Plan preferred options consultation in 
March/April, preceded by a briefing session. 
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4336 7. To consider 
proposed comments 
on a draft plan for the 
derelict ‘Wheelers 
yard’ site from the 
Working Party and 
responses from the 
village consultation 
event. 

At least 100 residents attended the event on 6th January 
which was viewed as very successful and thanks were 
expressed to all organisers. Having seen and had the draft 
site plan explained to them 82 completed a Questionnaire. 
Overall there was support for the plan with overwhelming 
support for the housing plans, though with a desire for 
more real ‘affordable’ units. Also, to take the opportunity 
to improve pedestrian safety and access on and around 
the site and village. There were mixed views about 
whether the employment use of offices proposed was 
needed, compared with the need for more housing. The 
principle for recognising the heritage of the site was 
supported.  
The proposal for calling the site ‘Upper Conygre’ after the 
name of the coal mine was supported, and on a vote this 
was supported unanimously. 
Results of the Questionnaire will be shown on the village 
website. It was also agreed for Parish Councillors to have 
name badges in future. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
Clerk 

4337 8. To consider a 
contract for the 
maintenance of the 
HaHa path. 

The Clerk has spent a lot of time trying to get contractors 
to quote for this work. A Timsbury-based contractor has 
now quoted for 2-3 hedge trims a year and 4 grass cuts at 
a cost of £1000 per year plus VAT. They will price any 
additional work that may arise. The value of this quote is 
similar to previous years but with added costs of 
appropriate insurance and safety certificates, with VAT 
added which the PC claims back. 
On a vote the quote was unanimously approved to be 
reviewed after a year, starting in March. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

4338 9. Recommendations 
from the Finance 
Committee to set the 
Parish Council’s 
Budget and the 
Precept for financial 
year April 2018 to 
March 2019. 

It was noted that the budget will be closely within budget 
for the year April 2017 to March 2018. 
It was noted that as a result the expected total bank 
reserves in the PC accounts at 31st March 2018 will be 
approximately £60,955, with £6,679 Community 
Infrastructure Levy and a Grant earmarked for investment 
in the year 2018 - 2019. 
The high reserves are a result of some budget 
underspends, income from Community Infrastructure 
Levy, a Grant and improved advertising revenue in the 
Newsletter. The reserve is needed to cover any 
unexpected expenditure. 
Expenditure and income budgets for 2018/19 were 
discussed considering commitments and ambitions for the 
year. On a vote these were approved unanimously. 
Following a discussion, and bearing in mind the funds 
already available, the PC voted 10 to 1 to set a Precept of 
£51,000, which would be an increase of 2%. The expected 
end of year reserve would be reduced to £46,135. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
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4339 10. Finance Expenditure since last meeting was listed and items above 
£100 will be shown on the Parish Council finance pages on 
timsbury.org.uk site. 

 
Clerk 

4340 11. Correspondence None Clerk 

4341 12. To set dates of 
meetings in 2018/19. 

Parish Council will meet on Mondays, except where 
shown, on the following agreed dates: 
9th April (Due to bank holiday) 
30th April – Annual Parish Meeting 
Tuesday 8th May (Due to bank holiday) 
4th June, 2nd July, August if required, 3rd Sept, 1st Oct, 
5th Nov, 3rd Dec. 
2019: 7th Jan, 4th Feb, 4th Mar, 1st April 
Finance & Staff Committee: 
Mon. 24th September 2018 & Wed. 2nd January 2019 

 

4342 13. Matters of interest 
and information 

Wheelers Working Party 22nd January 
ALCA 24th January 
 

 
Clerk 

 
 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25 pm 
 
 

Approved and signed as a correct record of the meeting: 
 
 
 

Chairman:  ___________________________          Date: ________________________ 
 

ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA SHOULD BE RECEIVED BY:  26th January 2018 
 

THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE:      Monday 5th February 


