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Minutes of Parish Council Meeting 

Monday 3rd October 2016,  7:30pm 
Tyning Room, Conygre Hall 

 

Ref. Item Minute Action 

 Present: In the Chair Veronica Packham; Derek Wheeler, Ray 
Merchant, David Collett, Mary-Anne Ansell, Sheila Clarke, 
Sue Langdon, Josie Pownell, Mike Horler, Dave Lorriman 
and Janet Durk. 

 

4083 1. Welcome and 
Apologies 

The Chairman welcomed all those attending. Apologies 
were received and approved from Rob Young. 

 

4084 2. Declarations No declarations of interest.  

4085 3. Minutes of 5th 
September Meeting 

The minutes were approved as a correct record and were 
signed by the Chairman. 

Clerk 
 

4086 4. Matters arising from 
the Minutes 

None  
 

4087 5. Clerk’s report 
 

 

 Taste of Timsbury have written thanking the PC for 
support of their event. Agreed to reply thanking for all 
their effort with such a very successful event. 

 A number of residents have expressed thanks for the 
path and gutter clearance work of the Community 
Payback Scheme (CPS) that comes fortnightly and 
arranged by the Clerk. 

 A new arrangement for removal of materials arising 
from the CPS works is being sought with B&NES. 

 B&NES Planning Policy Team has confirmed in writing 
that Timsbury’s Housing Development Boundary 
(HDB) still applies as a ‘saved policy’ as part of the 
current Local Plan and should be applied in all relevant 
planning applications. B&NES also reported that the 
HDB will then be revised as part of Placemaking Plan. 

 B&NES Placemaking Plan, which includes Timsbury’s 
sites for development, is being examined by the 
Government Planning Inspector. B&NES will make 
modifications raised in the hearings, including adding 
a HDB. Her initial report is expected by end October, 
changes for which the village will be consulted on in 
Oct/Nov. Final approval is expected by about end of 
January. Disappointment at the fact of not being at 
hearing was expressed, and that we need to find out 
why and whether we can still make comments to the 
Inspector. Also we need to find out how we will be 
consulted. 

 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
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4088 6. Reports on 
September meetings 

Finance Committee Meeting 26th September 
The expenditure and income for the first half of budget 
year 2016/17 to 30th September were inspected and were 
noted to be closely within the Precept budget to date, 
with currently an expected surplus of £3,142. 
It was also noted that additional expenditure is expected 
to be considered by the PC in future regarding, for 
example, works to the HaHa, website revision, newsletter 
staffing, village planting and cemetery upkeep, totalling at 
least £ 2,800 extra. 
The balances of the PC accounts at 30th Sept. were: 
Current account                                 16,186 
Business Reserve savings account     2,613 
Saving investment account              34,535 
Total:                                                 £ 53,335 
 

Somer Valley Forum 
B&NES is revising its waste and recycling system in the 
next few months, resulting in general waste being 
collected every 2 weeks. They are also revising their 
library system which may be of interest to Timsbury. 
 
ALCA B&NES AGM Meeting 
Parish Charter work continuing with draft expected by 
December. 
Parish liaison plans, especially problems with publicity for 
bus services changes. 
 
Health Clinical Commissioning Group AGM 
MA attended. Wellbeing college and Energy at Home 
were noted as useful to residents. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4089 7. Communications 
Committee Proposals  

 The new PC logo designed by DC is now being used. 

 The Newsletter editor post is being re-advertised. 
Depending on the response there will be 
opportunities for reorganising and funding the role 
and production of the Newsletter. 

 The Clerk has received advice that the current unused 
TPC Facebook page should be deleted and re-created 
to ensure that the founding email address belongs to 
the PC itself. SL to do this. 

 Community website revision:  
The new domain name timsbury.org.uk has been 
bought by the PC. 
DC presented a note. In summary: Tender 
specification sent to 6 potential local and relevant 
businesses, using a guide value of £1-2,000. Responses 
as follows: 
Vision ICT and PicaBlue tendered (see below); 

 

 
 
 
 

SL 
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Chorus and Tim Thorne, Weave Creative responded 
but declined to tender due to low value of the bid; 
Lynx Design and Love Creative did not tender. 
Vision ICT and PicaBlue were of similar value. Vision 
ICT is experienced but is based in Exeter, have poor 
designs, we would be committed with them long term 
and support would be limited. 

 PicaBlue is based in Farmborough and better designs 
using current hoster. Costs +VAT: £1575. Training and 
ongoing support cost extra. Annual costs would be 
cheaper and we would have full control. DC and CG 
met PicaBlue to clarify suitability, and being satisfied, 
recommend to the PC to contract her. A discussion 
forum would be included in the site. 

 To request to the PC to approve costs above, plus for 
fees for domain names, £500 for Mailchimp email 
newsletter system. These are above the expected 
budget of £1500. Also £400 for training from the 
training budget. 
Proceeding with contracting as above was approved 
unanimously on a vote. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

4090 8. Village planting 
scheme update 

A detailed plan of changes to planters was discussed and 
agreed. We need to ask if Community Payback can assist 
more, such as create a planting bed at entrance from 
Meadgate. 
A quote has been received for winter planting for £870. 
On a vote the plan and works for planting were 
unanimously approved. 
SC regrettably resigned from the Planting Committee for 
personal reasons. She was thanked for all her hard work 
on chairing the committee and on enhancing the village. 

 
Clerk 

 
 
 

MA 
 

4091 9. Road Safety Group 
Plans for a ‘Street 
Review’ 

Some progress has been made on investigating 
improvements to pedestrian safety. However, more 
needs to be done, especially around North Road. A 
formally recognised Street Review safety audit system is 
proposed that the Group and any other residents could 
carry out in order to make the case for long term for 
improvements. Suggestion to start with a public meeting 
and then focus on certain sections of road. 
SC was asked to bring a detailed plan to next meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SC 

4092 10a. Planning 
correspondence 

 A consultation on The West of England Joint Spatial 
Plan is taking place from 7 Nov. It is an important 
opportunity to be involved. Agreed to join in. 

 Papers implying the potential of a planning application 
for houses for a field north of Loves Hill have been 
received by a number of Councillors. Previously known 
that the owner wants to build. The site is not included 

 
Clerk 

VP 
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in the PC’s support of the B&NES Placemaking Plan. 

 Meeting was suspended. 

 R Tranter, an interested resident and an engineer, 
offered his opinion as to the risks to the village from  
pressure being applied to B&NES by negotiating to 
enable the building of about 30 houses on this site. He 
also questioned why South Road is presented as a 
quiet country road. He noted the number of  junctions 
and gateways on to the road in the area. 

 Meeting was reinstated. 

 Because of the urgency and complexity of the issue, 
there was a discussion to consider whether to seek 
technical advice from an independent highways 
engineer to establish viability of highways access. 
There was suggestion to seek tenders to establish a 
preferred supplier to be prepared to investigate the 
issue at short notice if required. 
Also, meanwhile, to prepare the wider case against 
the site being developed for housing. 
On a vote the above plans were approved 
unanimously. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 

4093 10b. B&NES Decisions 
on Planning 
Applications 

16/03910/FUL    by Punch Taverns, re: Seven Stars Inn, 
North Road, Timsbury. Erection of new entrance to rear 
kitchen with walk-in refrigerators to the rear courtyard 
and new lean-to storage area with construction of steps 
for access. WITHDRAWN 

 

4094 10c. Planning 
Applications to B&NES 
for the Parish Council 
to consider 

16/04260/OUT Mrs E & M Russell and Osborne, re: Parcel 
4325, South Rd, Timsbury. 
Erection of up to 20 dwellings including affordable homes, 
construction of new vehicular access and provision of 
associated highway and drainage infrastructure, open 
space and landscaping (Outline application with access to 
be determined, all other matters reserved). 

 The previous application for 45 houses on this site was 
rejected by the PC and refused by B&NES. The owners 
are appealing this decision which will run at the same 
time as the current outline application for fewer 
houses. 

 The meeting was suspended. 

 J Griffin, an interested resident, requested to speak. 
He had attended and took full notes on the PPlan 
hearings and raised a number of objections which he 
provided to the meeting. 

 Also, B Simms, an interested resident, stated his 
objection to the proposed development. 

 The meeting was reinstated. 
Following discussion, on a vote the application was 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://isharemaps.bathnes.gov.uk/data.aspx?requesttype=parsetemplate&template=DevelopmentControlApplication.tmplt&basepage=data.aspx&Filter=%5erefval%5e=%2716/04260/OUT%27&history=eaa50c9d68f14b1b9087db14d12b259c&SearchLayer=DCApplications
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objected to unanimously on the following grounds in 
summary: 

 The site is outside the current Housing Development 
Boundary as part of the current B&NES Local Plan 
2007. The HDB has recently been referred to in other 
recent planning applications in the village. 

 Other sites were overwhelmingly supported by 
residents in the village as part of the consultation on 
the B&NES Placemaking Plan Options in Jan. 2015. Out 
of 273 respondents 87% supported other sites to be 
included in the Plan. 

 The Transport Statement is not realistic. As the site is 
quite far away from shops, and because of the lack of 
pavements in parts of the village, residents are more 
likely to drive to them, so generating more traffic and 
congestion in North Road, and further endangering 
pedestrians in this notoriously hazardous area. This is 
also especially in comparison to other sites that were 
supported as part of the PPlan. The amount of current 
traffic on North Road is underestimated and the 
access will not be adequate. 
The bus services nearby are not a viable service for 
commuters due to recent cuts. This will also result in 
further traffic due to reliance on driving. 

 Building on the site will impact on the landscape and 
views from what is currently the end of the village on 
the south side of South Road/Loves Hill. Also there will 
be loss of landscape views from the Public Right of 
Way through the site.  

 

The Clerk was asked to add any additional technical 
information in support of these before submitting the 
Objection to B&NES. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 

4095 11. Correspondence  B&NES has requested a representative from the PC to 
be appointed to the Flood Forum. On a vote the Clerk 
was appointed. 

 PC to join in consultation on precepts of all parish and 
local councils. VP outlined concerns for Government 
possible plans to control and cap precept levels. 
Unanimously agreed to respond. 

Clerk 
 
 

VP 

4096 12. Finance  The external audit process for PC finance for the 
2015/16 year has been completed and approved. The 
Notice of Conclusion to be shown on village website 
and board 

 Expenditure since last meeting was listed and items 
above £100 will be shown on timsbury.net website. 

Clerk 
 
 
 

Clerk 
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4097 13. Matters of interest 
and information 

RM requested  follow up about buses going down Mill 
Lane. 
 
  8th October     Avon LCA Annual General Meeting 
12th October    Parish’s Liaison Meeting with BathNES 
24th October    Communications Committee 
13th November    Remembrance Day 
16th December    Village Carols in Miner’s Garden 

Clerk 
 
 

VP 
VP, 

Clerk 
 

Clerk 
 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.34 pm 
 

Chairman:  ___________________________________________________ 
 

Date:  ________________ 
 

ITEMS FOR THE OCTOBER AGENDA SHOULD BE RECEIVED BY: 
28th October 

 

THE NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE: 
Monday 7th November at 7:30pm 


