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Minutes of Parish Council Meeting 

Monday 7th December 2015, 7:30pm 
 Tyning Room, Conygre Hall  

 

Ref. Item Minute Action 
 Present: In the Chair, Veronica Packham. Derek Wheeler, Ray 

Merchant, Sue Langdon, Dave Lorriman, Rob Young, Sheila 
Clarke, David Collett, Josie Pownall and Janet Durk. 

 

3933 1. Welcome and 
Apologies 

The Chairman welcomed all those attending. 
Apologies received and approved from Mike Horler. 

 

3934 2. Declarations No declarations of interest  

3935 3. Minutes The minutes of the meeting on 2nd November 2015 at 
Conygre Hall were reviewed and approved 

 
 

3936 4. Matters Arising 
 

 The Christmas tree supplied by Roger Champion will be 
erected in the Miners Garden on Tuesday 8th. DW has 
supplied new LED tree lights. Timsbury Churches Together 
have requested that the Parish Council fund the cost of 
mulled wine and mince pies at approximately £50; the 
Council agreed to do so. 

 Following their meeting on November 18th, the Planning 
Development Control Committee agreed to a site visit for 
application 15/02859/OUT (Greenvale garages blocks 60 – 
100) 

 SC has spoken to traffic officer Sadie Cox regarding 
parking issues in Newmans Lane; Sadie confirmed that no 
further white lines are to be added, and that if the council 
considered the current markings to be in excess, some 
might be removed. Timsbury Road Safety Group will be 
reviewing the situation overall before offering its 
recommendations to the Parish Council. 

 There is no update on the proposed relocation of 
Timsbury Post Office. 

 The Chairman thanked DC for laying the wreath at the 
Remembrance Day service. 

 
 

3937 5. Reports 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 DC reported on the West of England Joint Spatial Plan and 
Transport Consultation held at UWE on 27th November, 
also attended by VP and the Clerk. Based on estimates of 
housing need until 2036, the 4 unitary authorities (Bristol, 
B&NES, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire) are in 
the process of producing a joint plan to find space for a 
further 29000 homes above the 56000 already allocated 
under Local Plans. Principle options include: potential 
creation of new settlements; maintaining the existing 
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Green Belt by focusing on land beyond it; urban extension 
of Bristol which may require use of green field sites; and 
expansion of existing towns and villages based on good 
transport links and access to employment. The 
Consultation period runs until 29th January. VP felt that 
the workshop was rather Bristol-centric, but noted 
concern over protecting the Green Belt; new homes in 
Bristol should be high-rise rather than spread out and it 
was reassuring to know that transport is being 
considered. A schedule of Roadshow information events 
has also been advertised. 

 VP reported on the Somer Valley Forum Budget 
Consultation of 30th November; B&NES budget for next 
year will be the most difficult, seeing the biggest cuts, 
followed by smaller cuts thereafter. The focus is on 
growing the income they already have eg. from valuable 
property in Bath. B&NES currently have the fourth lowest 
council tax charges in the South West. A useful report of 
budget details has been published in the MSN & Radstock  
Journal. Budget details were followed by a discussion on 
the Joint Spatial Plan. 

3938 6. Clerk’s Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The Community Payback Team have continued to work on 
the cemetery and the Churchyard, having also cleared the 
footpath adjacent to St.Mary’s Close and overhanging 
foliage on the wall by the “lazy field” on South Road. They 
have been booked for six more sessions over March to 
May 2016. Suggestions for further work included the path 
alongside the allotments and checking the Miners 
Garden. VP added that Timsbury WI would like to donate 
a rose for the garden in honour of the WI Centenary and 
the 70th anniversary of Timsbury WI. 

 A representative of Punch Taverns, Sam Lawton, has 
contacted the Council to discuss the future potential of 
the Seven Stars pub and will be invited to the January 
council meeting. 

 Traffic officer Tom Hayward has advised that following 
instructions from Cllr Anthony Clarke, Cabinet Member 
for Transport, the 20mph scheme will be proceeding with 
a signs and lines only approach at this time.  There will be 
no traffic calming measures such as speed tables, despite 
their inclusion in the recent proposal. The Parish Council 
will formally register their extreme disappointment at 
these changes. SC spoke on behalf of Timsbury Road 
Safety Group (TRSG), who feel there should be more than 
just self-enforcing measures and will write separately. 
District Councillor Deacon will also be approached for 
support. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
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3939 7a. Planning 
Correspondence 

None 
 

 

3940 7b. B&NES 
decisions 

15/04528/TCA 
Mr Peter Buchanan 
Church Farm,  
High Street, Timsbury BA2 0HT 
Lawson's Cypress (T1) - Fell  – NO OBJECTION 
 

15/03462/FUL 
Mr Oliver McIlvenna 
Homelands,  
Tyning, Timsbury BA2 0HG 
Erection of single storey extension following removal of 
existing conservatory - PERMITTED 
 

15/04057/FUL 
Mr & Mrs R Lewis 
Kenwood,  
High Street, Timsbury BA2 0HT 
Erection of single storey rear extension and detached garage - 
PERMITTED 
 
15/04226/FUL 
Mr Phil Alton 
16 Bloomfield Close,  
Timsbury BA2 0LP 
Erection of a two storey side extension to inc. external 
ancillary works – PERMITTED 
 
15/00180/FUL 
Mr Peter Adlam 
Yia Mass 
Crocombe Lane,  
Timsbury BA2 0JW 
Erection of a two storey side extension and reposition car port 
- PERMITTED 
 

 

3941 7c. Applications to 
Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15/04720/FUL 
Mr Paul Glover 
Stowey Stones,  
Loves Hill, Timsbury BA2 0EU 
Erection of two storey side extension to form garage with 
bedroom over and single storey side and rear extension 
Council voted unanimously to recommend approval of this 
application. 
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15/04983/FUL & 15/04982/FUL 
Mrs Gill Hoddinott 
Bramble Lodge,  
Bloomfield Road, Timsbury BA2 0LJ 
Erection of Extension to Garage (Part Retrospective) 
(resubmission) & Erection of Replacement Bungalow and 
Garage (Regularisation of Amendments to Layout and Design) 
 
SESSION SUSPENDED: 
Mr Hoddinot explained that when plans for the bungalow 
were originally passed in 2004, and despite the inclusion of 
OS maps, no-one picked up that the boundary lines had been 
incorrectly drawn. In fact the site is roughly 2 metres 
narrower than the plans showed. The subsequent addition of 
a door on to the recess for the patio was an access 
requirement made by B&NES. The workshop is used purely 
for Mr Hoddinot’s motorbike hobby. The advice given by 
B&NES on restricted permitted development was cast in 
doubt following examination by a consultant, who assured 
the applicants that they were within their rights to proceed 
with the extension at a reduced height. B&NES enforcement 
officers disagreed and ordered that the works be stopped. It 
is hoped that the retrospective and regularisation 
applications will satisfy planning officers in order that the 
work may be completed. 
RY queried the adjusted dimensions of the garage; Mr 
Hoddinot confirmed that they were approximately 300mm 
out on one or other side.  
SESSION RESUMED: 
 
15/04982/FUL (Regularisation): Council voted unanimously 
to recommend approval of this application. 
 
15/04983/FUL (Extension): Council voted unanimously to 
recommend approval of this application on condition that 
there is no change of use following any potential future sale. 
 
15/04980/OUT 
Mrs E and M Russell and Osborne 
Parcel 4325,  
South Road, Timsbury BA2 
Erection of up to 45 dwellings, construction of new vehicular 
access and provision of associated highway and drainage 
infrastructure, open space and landscaping.(Outline 
application with access to be determined all other matters 
reserved) 
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Council voted against this application with 9 objections and 
1 abstention; 
The site is outside the Housing Development Boundary. 
The Parish Council's placemaking consultation with the village 
produced the clearest evidence that there is little support for 
another proposed development off South Road. 
Subsequent examination by B&NES Planning Officers 
supported this outcome, resulting in the site being eliminated 
from the Placemaking Options document.  
B&NES present placemaking proposals include 2 other sites in 
the village which meet the current requirement for 50 houses 
in Timsbury.  
There are also concerns about the increased level of traffic 
and road safety issues on Loves Hill/South Road. TRSG note 
that traffic has increased by 185% since new homes were 
built in Paulton and the surrounding area. 

3942 8. Improvements 
to Communications 
in the Village 
 

Chris Gittins addressed the Council noting that this proposal 
has emerged as a result of feedback generated from 
Placemaking and the Neighbourhood Plan. Communications 
in the village are felt to be a little out of date and would 
benefit from modernisation and general “freshening up”. 
There is currently a divide between villagers who rely on 
hard-copy information such as the Timsbury Letter and those 
who prefer online sources like websites and social media. 
Historically the focus has been on the newsletter, but more 
and more villagers (particularly older generations) are 
learning to use the internet. Chris suggested that we start a 
process to improve contact with online users. He noted that 
the Clerk does not have sufficient time to work on 
Timsbury.net, or access to a ready supply of information to 
update it with. Equally the newsletter Editor, who is 
restricted by print deadlines, cannot turn around topical 
newsletter content. Elsewhere in the village, potential 
volunteers are grouping; the proposal is to start a working 
party going beyond the remit of the current Newsletter & 
Publicity Committee. This would not necessarily include Chris 
himself but would bring more skills from new people in the 
village. Websites, forums and Twitter feeds must be mobile-
friendly; practical solutions for people to get information if 
and when they need it. The next few months will be busy but 
recommendations should be fed back to the Council by 
March/April.  

 It was agreed that the Newsletter &Publicity committee 
should be renamed Communications Committee to cover 
the wider remit; a meeting will be scheduled for Tuesday 
5th January. 
 

 
CG 
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3943 9. Village Planting Speaking on behalf of the Village Planting Committee, SC 
proposed that the two barrel planters at the entrance to the 
village be replaced with taller tiered planters (taller flowers 
used here got wind-damaged so tiered troughs with smaller 
plants are recommended); the barrels can be re-located 
elsewhere. After considering 2 tier and 3 tier planters, the 
Council voted unanimously in favour of purchasing 2 x 2 tier, 
plus 6 x troughs to replace degraded wooden ones. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SC 

3944 10. Report from 
the District 
Councillor 

The Clerk noted the following on behalf of Cllr Deacon:  

 DD is liaising with Steve Simmons regarding the 
overgrowth in Church Lane  

 Discussions continue with public transport 
representatives over raised kerbs at bus stops  

 DD is pursuing funding for replacement/repairs to the 
finger post at Conygre crossroads 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DD 

3945 11. 
Correspondence 

 Mike Plows of the Volunteer Centre has requested 
confirmation of Timsbury’s involvement in the Snow 
Warden Scheme; RM will respond 

 B&NES Chairman, Cllr Ian Gilchrist, has invited Parish 
Councillors to a reception on 20th April 2016 in Keynsham 

 St.Mary’s Primary School have written to request funds of 
£800 for the annual Life Skills Bus initiative; it was 
proposed and seconded that the Council continue to 
support this valuable project 

 
RM 

 
 
 

3946 12. Finance  The Clerk read out expenditure for the previous month 
(see attachment), which was approved by the Council 

 The Council agreed to pay £1358.30 to B&NES Street 
lighting department for 2 x LED streetlamps outside the 
Conygre Hall 

 The Council agreed to pay Oliver Weavers invoice of 
£525.00 for maintenance to the Ha Ha 
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3947 14. Matters of 
Interest 

 A streetlight at Hook has become overgrown by foliage; 
Clerk to contact B&NES  (lamp serial number 008) 

 Substantial overgrowth was noted on the high verges at 
Timsbury Bottom; the Clerk will request that B&NES 
contact the land owner  

 The deadline for the current Avon & Somerset Police 
Consultation is 11th December 

 The Village Christmas Carol Event will be held at 6pm on 
18th December in the Miners Memorial Garden 

 The Finance Committee will meet to discuss the Precept 
on 4th January 

 Draft Placemaking Consultation event open to all 
villagers; 9th January at Conygre Hall, 10am to 2pm 

 
Clerk 

 
 

Clerk 
 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:25pm 

 

Chairman:  ___________________________________________________ 

Date:  ________________ 
 

ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA SHOULD BE RECEIVED BY: 
 January 3rd    

 
THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE  

Monday January 11th at 7:30pm 

  


