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Minutes of Parish Council Meeting 

Monday 3rd November 2014,  7:00pm 
 Tyning Room, Conygre Hall  

 

Ref. Item Minute Action 
 Present: In the Chair, Veronica Packham. Derek Wheeler, Eric 

Potter, Rob Young, Ray Merchant, Sue Langdon, 
Michael Horler, Sheila Clarke, Doug Deacon and 
Marilyn Deacon. 

 

3740 1. Welcome and 
Apologies 

The Chairman welcomed all those attending. 
Apologies received and approved from Dave Naismith 

 

3741 2. Declarations No declarations of interest  

3742 3. Defibrillator 
presentation by 
AED Locator 

Mr Robin Pierce-Williams of AED Locator gave a 30-
minute presentation describing the features of the 
British-made Heartsine defibrillator, which would be 
stored in a locked weatherproof cabinet with a 10-year 
guarantee. The unit gives vocal instructions and is 
designed for use by any member of the public, with no 
requirement for CPR training. 

 

3743 4. Minutes The minutes of the meeting held on October 6th at 
Conygre Hall were reviewed and approved 

 
 

3744 5. Matters 
Arising 

 Craig Jackson of B&NES has confirmed that a pallet 
of grit has been reserved for Timsbury and will be 
delivered in the coming weeks 

 

3745 6. Clerk’s Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Nicola of Meadgate Nurseries has completed the 
winter planting but advises that a number of 
troughs are deteriorating and will need to be 
replaced. She recommends purchasing Amberol 
self-watering planters for the more prominent 
displays in the village. With £1050 remaining in the 
budget, the council agreed that the Clerk should set 
up a meeting with Nicola, DW, MH, and SL to 
review potential purchase options 

 30 testimonials have now been received in support 
of the nomination of The Seven Stars as an Asset of 
Community Value, but more are needed. The 
request for support will be repeated in the 
December newsletter with the inclusion of a tear-
off slip for comments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

3746 7. Reports  SL and SC reported on the Somer Valley Forum of 
16th October which included a police report, an 
update on B&NES Local Plan and further discussion 
about the format of future meetings. It was 
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suggested that the earlier part of meetings should 
be reserved for networking, with the later part 
subject to a formal agenda. EP advised that it is in 
Timsbury’s interests that a number of councillors 
attend these forums and that agenda items should 
be forwarded to Chairman Terry Taylor. The next 
meeting will be 25th November in Peasedown; EP, 
SL and possibly DD will attend. 

 VP reported on the Parishes Liaison meeting of 22nd 
October which featured a briefing on the Core 
Strategy (now fully adopted by B&NES) from Simon 
de Beer. B&NES Placemaking Options document is 
being prepared and will go to Cabinet on 12th 
November. The public consultation is scheduled to 
begin on 24th November and has now been 
extended until the end of January. Conygre Hall has 
been booked for Timsbury’s consultation on 10th 
January. Mr de Beer stated that he is impressed by 
the quality and quantity of work done by individual 
parishes. Councillors Paul Crossley and Tim Ball 
expressed an interest in attending Timsbury’s 
consultation. In addition, changes have been made 
in Planning Enforcement with more staff employed 
to tackle the backlog of cases. Fracking was briefly 
mentioned, with particular concern for the 
potential impact on Bath’s hot springs 

 On 23rd October VP, DW, SC and the clerk met with 
Justin Reeve and Jon King of B&NES Strategic 
Transport Projects to discuss the 2 new bus shelters 
scheduled for installation in Bloomfield Road. These 
will have solid backs and polycarbonate side panels, 
with fittings for lighting and information displays, 
although they will not be connected to electricity 
until a later date. These stops, plus a third at the 
junction with Bloomfield Park Road, will also be 
upgraded with raised kerbs for accessibility. Work 
will hopefully commence in January but must be 
completed in this financial year. 

3747 8a. Planning 
Correspondence 

None  

3748 8b. B&NES 
decisions 

14/03599/FUL 
Mr Mike Sheppard 
Brymeade,  
Bloomfield Road,  
Timsbury BA2 0LH 
Erection of single storey rear extension – PERMITTED 
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3749 8c. Applications 
to Council 

14/03886/FUL 
Mr Stephen Minall 
Stables And Paddock,  
Mill Lane,  
Timsbury BA2 0EN 
Continued use of barn for agricultural storage, four 
stables, enclosure of barn bays and continued use of 
part of site for stabling and equestrian arena 
 
SESSION SUSPENDED;  
Mr Jones of St. John's Road addressed the council to 
query the equestrian arena which he believes was 
refused by both the Parish Council and B&NES around 5 
years ago. He noted that extra hedges and fir trees had 
been planted which now obscure the view to the 
South, and expressed his objection to the continued 
commercialisation of the site. He produced a signed 
petition listing 8 specific objections including the 
proximity of manure heaps and the escalation of 
rodents. EP recommended raising the matter with the 
District Councillor; DD responded that he is already 
involved and noted his concerns about intensification.  
SESSION RESUMED: 
VP recommended that the petition be forwarded to the 
Planning Chief; the council voted to object to the 
application with 5 against and 5 abstentions. The Clerk 
will query the outcome of previous applications with 
B&NES Planning Dept. 
 
14/04021/OUT 
Mrs C McKeever 
Crockbarton East,  
Rectory Lane,  
Timsbury BA2 0JY 
Application for Outline Planning Permission (all matters 
reserved except access and appearance) for the 
erection of a chalet bungalow with associated parking 
 
SESSION SUSPENDED;  
The council suspended the session to hear comments 
from the public gallery. Mrs McKeever clarified that 
access to proposed parking arrangements has been 
given by the developer of Homefield as part of an 
existing agreement. She noted that the surrounding 
homes each have 2 parking spaces. The proposal 
indicates a chalet-style bungalow design to create a 
lower roof line. There are no upstairs windows on the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
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West elevation to prevent overlooking adjacent 
properties, and to minimise visual intrusion. Although 
approximately one third of boundary hedging would be 
lost, an arboricultural report indicates that this is 
currently overgrown and that any loss of trees would 
be minimal. 
Neighbour Mr Thomas (Byres Reach) also spoke to the 
council, handing out a plan showing the proximity of 
his home to the proposed build. He expressed concern 
that his home would be overlooked by the new front 
door and objected to the potential loss of mature trees. 
He was also concerned about access arrangements and 
had compiled a list of further objections from other 
neighbours.  
SESSION RESUMED: 
VP noted that any development within the 
conservation area should protect and enhance. The 
council voted to recommend refusal with 6 objections, 
2 in favour, and 2 abstentions. 
 
14/04443/FUL 
Ms M Young 
Timsbury Workshop Estate Office,  
Timsbury Industrial Estate,  
Timsbury BA2 0HQ 
Redevelopment of Units 14 and 15 to facilitate 5no. 
starter units and associated parking 
The Council voted to recommend approval, with 3 
abstentions 
 
14/04498/FUL 
Mr Terry Edgell 
44 St Mary's Close,  
Timsbury BA2 0HX 
Erection of side extension to bungalow 
 
SESSION SUSPENDED;  
The council suspended the session to hear from Mr 
Edgell who confirmed that all fencing would remain as 
existing.  
SESSION RESUMED: 
The council voted to recommend approval with 9 in 
favour, and 1 abstention. 
 
14/04710/FUL 
Mr Simon Messent 
Old Lime Kiln Farm,  



TIMSBURY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES  - 3rd NOVEMBER 2014 
Page 5 of 7 

Radford Hill,  
Timsbury BA2 0QQ 
Erection of two storey extension and first floor 
extension over existing living room 
The Council voted to recommend approval with 9 in 
favour, and 1 abstention 
 

3750 9. Placemaking 
Plan 

 VP clarified that following a meeting with Simon de 
Beer (SdB) and Richard Daone (RD) on 10th October, 
it had become apparent that we have not been 
getting accurate information from B&NES. No draft 
Options plan had been delivered on the previous 
Friday as expected, although SdB and RD were able 
to discuss the content of the draft.  Chris Gittins 
and VP had subsequently worked with B&NES to 
modify the draft for approval at the Cabinet 
meeting on 12th November. Once published, the 
document can be discussed in detail and will form 
part of the December meeting agenda, by which 
time the Steering Group will have had time to 
respond. The Information event scheduled for 10th 
January will be publicised in the December 
newsletter. The Steering Group will be in 
attendance, possibly with a representative from 
B&NES, and all feedback will be collated by the 
clerk. This process will form part of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. Public consultation runs until 
the end of January. MH suggested using the 
museum exhibition posters at this event.  

 It was proposed and seconded that Tim5 should be 
recommended for allocation as a Local Green 
Space, with the exception of a strip of land along 
the Western boundary (see attached map). The 
council voted to approve with 6 in favour, 1 against, 
and 3 abstentions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3751 10. 
Correspondence 

 The Clerk has been informed of changes to bus 
services 178 and 179: FirstGroup will take over the 
operation of evening journeys, running them on 
behalf of B&NES from 2nd November. The 
timetables for both services will be adjusted slightly 
with a number of additional evening journeys 
added in.   This will increase opportunities to travel 
to Bath and Bristol in the evenings.  Evening 
journeys on service 178, which currently run to 
Writhlington, will be replaced by the extension of 
two journeys on service 179 offering a new evening 
link from Midsomer Norton to Writhlington. DD 
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suggests contacting Andy Strong for revised 
timetables. 

 The council have received letters from Austin Sage, 
Doug Forsythe and John Benson querying the 
council’s support for The Seven Stars as an Asset of 
Community Value in contrast to their approach to 
the Guss & Crook. VP suspects that this is in part a 
result of confusion regarding the council’s ability to 
re-assign a private residence, and clarified that the 
council had never confirmed that the Guss would 
definitely be nominated as an asset. The intention 
was simply to concentrate on the village’s 
remaining public house, which we still have an 
opportunity to save, whereas it is widely 
understood that the Guss will not be on the market 
in the near future. RY countered that the complaint 
focussed on the Council’s apparent preference for 
one pub over the other, when it should be possible 
to support both. RM noted that he had been 
unaware that it was possible to nominate assets 
retrospectively; VP added that the council’s 
intentions have been misunderstood. It was 
proposed, seconded and agreed that the council 
also support the nomination of the Guss & Crook as 
a community asset; VP will liaise with the clerk to 
respond to the complaints and publish a statement 
in the December newsletter. 

 Further correspondence from Mr Benson indicates 
apparent damage to mullions on an upper floor 
window on the front elevation of the Guss; DD 
recommended liaising with enforcement officer Phil 
Miller to clarify the situation 

3752 11. Timsbury 
Letter 

The newsletter editor received a number of 
applications for the distribution role and has 
recommended Mr Clive Pearce, previously known for 
his work with Timsbury in Bloom.  Mr Pearce has 
successfully completed a trial run, assisting with the 
distribution of the November newsletter. It was 
proposed and seconded that the council approve Mr 
Pearce’s appointment; the council agreed unanimously. 

 

3753 12. Finance  The Clerk read out expenditure for the previous 
month (see attachment), which was approved by 
the Council 

 The council agreed that the donation of £2000 from 
Party of Life toward a defibrillator should be 
allocated for the HeartSine model. The clerk will 
liaise with the supplier regarding installation etc 

 
 

 
Clerk 
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3754 13. District 
Councillor 
Exchange 

 DD confirmed that the grass banks by Somerset 
Folly are now on B&NES maintenance schedule 

 Discussions continue with Kelvin Packer regarding 
the resurfacing of Hayeswood Road 

 

3755 14. Matters of 
Interest 

 The Remembrance Sunday service begins at 
10:45am on 9th November; SC will lay the Parish 
Council wreath 

 William Bertram’s History of Timsbury will be at 
7:30pm, St. Mary’s Church on 22nd November 

 The village Christmas celebration will start at 6pm 
on Thursday 18th December. EP has contacted 
Roger Champion to arrange the delivery of a 
Christmas tree for the Miners Garden 

 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:55pm 

 
Chairman:  ___________________________________________________ 

Date:  ________________ 

 
 

ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA SHOULD BE RECEIVED BY: 
 November 23rd   

 
 

THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE  
Monday 1st December at 7:30pm 


