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Minutes of Parish Council Meeting 

Monday 7th July 2014,  7:30pm 
 Tyning Room, Conygre Hall  

 

Ref. Item Minute Action 

 Present: In the Chair, Veronica Packham. Derek Wheeler, Ray 
Merchant, Eric Potter, Sue Langdon, Rob Young, 
Michael Horler, Doug Deacon and Marilyn Deacon. 
Internal Auditor Peter Duppa-Miller 

 

3680 1. Welcome and 
Apologies 

The Chairman welcomed all those attending. Apologies 
received and approved from David James and Dave 
Naismith. 

 

3681 2. Declarations No declarations of interest; (following the meeting, 
Mike Horler declared a non-pecuniary interest as a 
neighbour of the Malthouse, application 14/02586/FUL) 

 

3682 3. Report from 
the Internal 
Auditor 

Peter Duppa-Miller reported on the internal audit 
conducted June 19th, categorising his recommendations 
as ‘A – to be actioned soon’, ‘P – to be pursued and 
implemented in due course’, and ‘C – to be considered 
and implemented if deemed appropriate’. His report 
contains 4 ‘A’ recommendations, 5 ‘P’s and 8 ‘C’s. He 
concluded that; 

 The arrangements for Internal Control were 
adequately documented and satisfactorily 
implemented 

 The arrangements for Risk Assessment and 
Management were adequately documented and 
satisfactorily implemented  

 The Accounts had been adequately kept 

 There was no evidence whatsoever of any fraud or 
corruption 

 

3683 4. Minutes The minutes of the June 2nd and June 24th meetings 
were reviewed and approved 

 
 

3684 5. Matters 
Arising 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 An initial meeting has been arranged with the Clerk, 
Sue Langdon, David Packham and Richard Fox to 
discuss possible ideas for the William Smith bi-
centenary in 2015 

 No further suggestions have been received for 
naming the newly-planted wood on Deekes Hill  

 VP encouraged Councillors to visit Timsbury’s 
village exhibition at Radstock museum. The Clerk 
will liaise with MH and SL to update the current 
display 
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  The Council noted the success of Timsbury Fun Day, 
made particularly enjoyable by good weather and 
high attendance 

3685 6. Reports  VP reported on the meeting with the British Legion 
on June 17th, attended by DW, VP, KG and 
representatives from both Legion Branch and Club. 
As part of the nationwide 4th August 
commemorations, a candle-lit vigil will be held from 
10pm at the British Legion Club on Newmans Lane, 
with a short ceremony by the Chaplain. Lights will 
be extinguished at 11pm. Centenary Candles are 
available from Marks & Spencer, with all profits to 
serving members of the Armed Forces. A 
commemorative village event is booked for 28th 
September, with a service at St.Mary’s Church, a 
procession via the High Street and Newmans Lane 
(pausing at the war memorial) and a buffet lunch at 
Conygre hall, subsidised by the British Legion. 
Lunch tickets will be £5 with profits to the poppy 
appeal. Judith Thomas will be the caterer and beer 
will be available. The Midsomer Norton & Radstock 
Silver Band and the Mendip Male Voice Choir will 
be approached for possible musical 
accompaniment. Dignitaries will be in attendance. 
Following lunch, a film screening is under 
consideration. Information will be published in the 
August and September newsletters. A memento of 
the occasion will be given to all attendees; the 
preferred suggestion for a bookmark showing the 
Roll of Honour based on a decorative document in 
the Legion’s possession. The Parish Council will 
cover the cost of the hall, the band and/or choir 
costs, and the printing of bookmarks. 

 VP reported on the Newsletter & Publicity 
Committee meeting of June 24th noting a useful 
discussion with the editor. No expressions of 
interest have yet been received for job-sharing the 
editor role, and Annette Kirby will continue as sole 
editor for the time being. The committee agreed to 
maintain publication at 11 issues per annum. No 
complaints or issues have been reported with the 
revised delivery schedule, and raised advertising 
costs have not negatively affected interest or 
revenue. SL has scheduled a meeting with Cat 
Bohay to discuss posting on the Timsbury Rocks! 
Facebook page; RY suggested a summary of Council 
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affairs and  VP added that comments should focus 
on one or two important current items 

3686 7. Clerk’s Report  The Clerk confirmed that following the resignation 
of James Hall, the Casual Vacancy process been 
completed with no requests for an election. The 
Council may therefore proceed to co-opt a new 
councillor; the vacancy will be advertised in the 
August newsletter, with an application deadline of 
August 30th  

 Sadie Cox (B&NES Traffic Engineer) has responded 
to the Council’s request for a meeting, referring it 
to Tom Hayward of Transport Policy; Mr Hayward is 
currently reviewing interest in the Rural 20mph 
scheme and is currently unavailable for meetings.  
Stefan Chivers has responded on the issue of HGV 
traffic, noting a weight restriction in Paulton, and 
width restriction in Camerton; MH added that 
police are in regular attendance at Camerton and 
often issuing fines. RM expressed concern that 
safety issues on North Road are effectively brushed 
aside; the Clerk will liaise with Mr Chivers and invite 
him to the September meeting 

 The Clerk confirmed that the retaining wall beneath 
Hook bungalows 1-4 is now on CURO’s 
maintenance schedule 

 Sheila Petherbridge (B&NES) has confirmed that the 
footpath running behind St John's Road is neither 
B&NES nor CURO’s responsibility, and appears to 
have no owner; EP suggested contacting B&NES for 
the original build plans for the St John's 
development, as he believed this area was 
previously Local Authority land. MH agreed that it 
should be B&NES responsibility to resolve the 
ownership issue 

 

3687 8a. Planning 
Correspondence 

- The Clerk noted that updated information on the 
Planning portal indicates that application 
14/00932/FUL (Guss & Crook) will be withdrawn 

 

3688 8b. B&NES 
decisions 

None 
 

 

3689 8c. Applications 
to Council 

14/02586/FUL 
The Old Malthouse Hotel,  
Radford Hill,  
Radford,  
Timsbury BA2 0QF 
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Erection of two storey detached building to provide 
additional hotel accommodation 
 
SESSION SUSPENDED: 
The Council suspended the session to hear comments 
from the public gallery; 
Mr Beresford, owner of the Malthouse for some seven 
years, explained that he continues to trade well and 
often finds that his only room with disabled access is 
booked up. His proposal would create new fully 
accessible rooms with bathrooms. He noted that he 
had never had complaints about noise or nuisance. He 
asserted that the proposed plot, both difficult to 
maintain and unsuitable for agriculture, would lend 
itself to having a new building partly nestled into the 
hillside, adjacent to his neighbour and maintaining the 
same roofline. It would not encroach onto the flood 
meadow at the rear, and an existing oak tree would 
hide the visual impact. He expected minimal extra 
traffic, although he hoped to increase his staff. 
EP queried why the proposal should be detached rather 
than an extension; Mr Beresford responded that the 
current orientation and configuration of the rooms 
would mean that the visual impact of an extension 
would be greater for neighbours on either side since it 
would not be shielded by trees, with the loss of some 
existing rooms and part of the car park area. 
RM asked if the existing dining area and bar are fully 
accessible; Mr Beresford replied that they are.  
MH expressed concern regarding the proximity of the 
proposal to his boundary, noting that it would involve 
digging 3 metres deep at only 1 metre from his 
property, which might have adverse effects. 
RM queried the kitchen areas included in the ground 
floor of the proposal; Mr Beresford clarified that these 
rooms would form self-catering units. 
 
Immediate neighbour Mr Eastwood was then invited to 
speak. Having lived in the adjacent property for 16 
years, and aware of the regular level of occupancy at 
the hotel, Mr Eastwood felt that he could see no 
justification for the scale of the new development. The 
proposed plot, on a field purchased by himself and his 
wife with the previous owners of the hotel, did not in 
his view appear to be entirely on the correct section of 
land according to the agreed division. He suspected 
that the overall scale of development would 
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significantly increase when taking into account the 
extra parking and services, and expressed concern 
about general drainage issues on the site. With a 50% 
increase in capacity for guests, he anticipated higher 
volumes of traffic and was anxious regarding the effect 
on the privacy of his home. 
 
SESSION RESUMED: 
Following discussion, the Council voted to carry out a 
site visit before making a recommendation; carried 
with 5 in favour, 3 against and 1 abstention 
 

3690 9. 
Neighbourhood 
Plan 

 Minutes of the meetings held on May 20th and June 
17th were approved by the Council. Notes from the 
meeting of the Community, Education & Faith sub-
committee were also reviewed in conjunction with 
a letter from the governors of St.Mary’s Primary 
School 

 VP summarised the revised recommendations in 
the draft Placemaking Plan document; Tim1 is 
available for development, with a preference for 
mixed residential and business use. A section of 
Tim5 is available for the development of 
approximately 25 dwellings, based on a number of 
strict conditions from the landowner.  Both Tim6 
and Tim8 are also available, but agreed to be less 
suitable than Tim1 and Tim5. B&NES Planning 
Officers will be visiting Timsbury to assess sites this 
week 

 The Steering Group are considering a Consultation 
Day for villagers on September 13th, although with 
the proposals from B&NES becoming available in 
November, it may be more sensible to combine any 
public consultation with official events scheduled 
by the Local Authority 
 

It was proposed and seconded that the draft 
Placemaking Plan document be submitted to B&NES, 
with 6 in favour and 3 against 

 
The Council then moved to review and discuss the draft 
list of Assets and the draft Green Infrastructure 
document. 
SESSION SUSPENDED:  
The Council suspended the session to hear comments 
from the public gallery; 
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Mr Richard Fox expressed the view that the 
Somersetshire Coal Canal deserved more emphasis in 
the draft Assets document, believing this to be a one-
off opportunity to develop an asset that is largely 
forgotten; the canal had historically been one of the 
most profitable in the country. He noted that geologist 
William Smith had worked here for five years as 
Surveyor of the canal, during which time he developed 
his strata map. He also emphasised that many of our 
heritage assets are based on coal mining throughout 
this area. The canal, partly financed by the 
government, allowed coal to be transported to Bath, 
and effectively supported the city’s development over 
many years. It also included the largest dry dock in the 
UK, and carried the highest tonnage of coal. With 
reference to biodiversity, Mr Fox explained that re-
opening the coal canal would add 500 acres of new 
wetland, 7% of which would be within Timsbury Parish, 
and 25 acres of wildlife. 
 
SESSION RESUMED: 
Following discussion, the Council agreed to include 
specific reference of the canal towpath and an 
additional reference to the Somersetshire Coal Canal to 
the draft Assets document. The reference to listed 
houses was corrected to include Bridgefoot Cottage. 
 
The Council voted unanimously to approve the 
submission of both Green Infrastructure and Assets 
documents to B&NES. 
 

3691 10. Conygre 
Trust 

VP and the Clerk met with Peter Buchanan and Howard 
Knowell to discuss the outstanding Play Area invoice. 
Whilst reviewing the email communications, it was 
confirmed that VAT had been charged twice on at least 
one item. Medium-level recommendations from the 
preceding safety report had apparently been actioned 
to a higher level than the Trust had agreed to 
commission, resulting in greater expense. It was noted 
that in future, a clearer strategy for administration of 
repairs should be formulated. The Clerk will write to 
B&NES highlighting the expense queries, and ensure 
future compliance with financial regulations between 
the Trust and the Council 

 
 

Clerk 
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3692 11. 
Correspondence 

None  

3693 12. Finance  The Clerk read out expenditure for the previous 
month (see attachment), which was approved by 
the Council 

 
 

3694 13. District 
Councillor 
Exchange 

No further report.  

3695 14. Matters of 
Interest 

 The Somer Valley Forum meeting will be held on 
July 31st at Farrington Gurney; the Clerk and the 
vice-Chair will attend 

 The next Parish Council meeting will be 1st  
September 

 EP highlighted two further potential planning 
contraventions to be reported to B&NES 
Enforcement Officers 

 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10:00pm 

 
Chairman:  ___________________________________________________ 

Date:  ________________ 

 
 

ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA SHOULD BE RECEIVED BY: 
 August 24th   

 
 

THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE  
Monday 1st September at 7:30pm 


