
Timsbury Parish Council Meeting 

9
th
 January 2012 

 

Present: In the Chair: Councillor Veronica Packham 

  Cllrs Doug Deacon, Marilyn Deacon, Keith Galpin, James Hall, David  

  James, Sue Langdon, Ray Merchant, Eric Potter, Delia Sewell and Robert  

  Young, Terry Baldwin, Peter Richards 

 

3188  Welcome 

  Chairman welcomed all those attending. 

 

3189  Apologies 

  There were no apologies. 

 

3190  Declarations of Interest 

  There were no interests declared. 

 

3191  Minutes 

  The Council agreed that the Chairman should sign the minutes of the  

  previous meeting held on 28
th
 November 2011 as being correct. 

 

3192  Matters Arising 

a)  David James reported on the latest plans for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee  

  Celebration which include a fairground organ, a treasure hunt, children’s  

  games, a petanque tournament at the Seven Stars (still to be confirmed)  

  and a possible evening event. The Parish Council agreed that any   

  advertising in the Newsletter related to the Diamond Jubilee will be free of 

  charge and consideration will be given should funds be required in   

  advance of events. A fundraising jazz night is to be held.  

 

b)  Eric Potter agreed that he would approach Sleight Farm regarding the  

  possibility of a beacon being lit on the hill on Monday June 4
th
.   

  

c)  Councillor Doug Deacon reported that he had received a response from  

  the Rights of Way Officer relating to the condition of the Ha Ha. This  

  response agrees that the path is in need of being levelled, regravelled and  

  rolled, however cannot be made a priority and until next year’s budget is  

  known no promises can be made. 

 

3193  Reports 

  Peter Richards reported on the Neighbourhood Planning session he  

  attended in December. He gave a full account of the session and his notes  

  are attached to these minutes. After discussion the Council agreed to wait  

  and see what comes out of B&NES Cabinet meeting on 14
th
 March before  

  taking any further action. 

 



 

3194  Budget 

  The Council agreed that the recommendations of the Finance Committee  

  should largely be accepted, with the addition of £1000 for the Jubilee  

  celebrations. It was therefore proposed that the precept for 2012/13 should 

  be £30,000. This was voted for by 11 votes to 0, with David James   

  abstaining, the reason being that he felt unable to vote when he had not  

  had sight of the figures prior to this meeting. 

        

3195  Clerk’s Report 

  Street Lighting 

 

  In a recent meeting with Peter Duppa-Miller he raised the possibility of  

  the 17 street lights that the Council has responsibility for being adopted by 

  B&NES. In order for this to be done the street lights would have to be in  

  an acceptable condition to the Council with no outstanding maintenance  

  required.  

 

  Libraries and Library Consultation 

 

  I forwarded this to Councillors prior to Christmas, if anyone would like  

  me to send it again it would be no problem. 

 

  Purchase of IT equipment 

 

  This has been delayed due to problems with purchasing online. If I use my 

  personal credit card in order to take advantage of the offers available  

  online, the Parish Council will be unable to reclaim the VAT. With this in  

  mind I am investigating the possibility of some online retailers being  

  prepared to accept a cheque. 

 

  The Timsbury Letter 

 

  I have received from Derek Hillyard notification that the results of the  

  National Parish Magazine Awards have been announced. The Timsbury  

  Letter was placed 80th out of a field of over 600. This is clearly a tribute to 

  the hard work that Derek and Joyce have done over the years. 

  

  Electoral Register 

  

  I have received copies of the updated electoral register for those   

  Councillors who require them. 

 

 

 

3196  Town Planning 



a) Planning Correspondence 

 

 Bath and North East Somerset Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling 

 Showpeople Site Allocations Development Plan Document (DPD) – Issues 

 and Options Paper Consultation 

 This was discussed and Councillors will forward comments to the clerk to be 

 added into the Parish Council’s response.  

 

b) Applications to the Council 

 

 11/05007/FUL  Erection of Conservatory to south elevation. 

 Hayeswood Farm    

 Hayeswood Road 

 Timsbury 

 Bath    Council had no objection. 

     (11 for 1 abstention) 

 

c) Decisions by B&NES 

 

 11/04080/FUL  Separation of a single dwelling to form two  

 Christine Barron  dwellings. 

 Leyton House    

 Bloomfield Road 

 Timsbury 

 Bath    PERMIT 

 

 11/05056/FUL  Erection of a greenhouse (resubmission). 

 St Mary’s C of E VC   

 Primary School 

 Lansdown View 

 Timsbury 

 Bath    PERMIT 

 

 10/04628/FUL  Installation of 2no. wind turbines 

 Alan Cox 

 Ridings Farm 

 Hayeswood Road   

 Farmborough 

 Bath    PERMIT 

 

  

3197  Allotments   

  This item was removed from the agenda due to the issue in question  

  having been resolved satisfactorily. 

 

 



3198  Insurance 

  Keith Galpin, in response to a request from the Road Safety Group   

  explained that without a body being under the auspices of the Parish  

  Council and having Parish Council approval for its actions, the Parish  

  Council was unable to extend its cover to include them. The Parish  

  Council agreed to add the issue of the Road Safety group to February’s  

  agenda. 

 

3199  Business Awards 

  The Parish Council agreed that the Clerk should prepare a nomination for  

  The Connies Tea Room for the B&NES Chairman’s Business Awards. 

 

3200  Correspondence 

  The Clerk reported that he had received the following correspondence. 

 

  Police budget consultation – passed to David James. 

  A report of the Road Safety Group’s meeting with Stefan Chiffers. 

  Advertising for University of Bath language courses 

  Notification from the Parish Sweeping Scheme, Maintenance of Public  

  Rights of Way, Maintenance of Closed Churchyards that there will be a  

  0% increase this year. 

  NALC have added 5 new policy and Parliamentary Affairs Consultation  

  Responses links to their site. 

  ALCA E-bulletin 

  ALCA Employment Bulletin re. gratuities 

  Invitation for Parish Council Chairmen to enter a lottery to attend Queen’s 

  Garden Parties through ALCA. 

  An update from the Unlock Democracy group. 

  Information from Jubilee Beacons 

  The 4 yearly review of Polling districts and Polling Places 

 

3201  Parish Accounts 

  The following bills were presented as paid. 

   
Date Payee Chq no. Reason Amount 

28/11/2011 - 3519 Admin 
 
£509.90  

28/11/2011 - 3520 Admin 
 

£402.14  

28/11/2011 - 3521 Admin  £ 54.29  

28/11/2011 - 3522 Admin   £26.90  

11/12/2011 E.On 3523 Street lighting £41.43 

11/12/2011 
Printsetters 
Ltd 3524 

Printing Nov 
Newsletter - 
reissued payment £602.91 

11/12/2011 YMCA 3525 
Youth Worker 
(Dec) £250.00 

20/12/2011 - 3526 Admin £402.14 



20/12/2011 - 3527 Admin £509.90 

20/12/2011 
Printsetters 
Ltd 3528 

Printing Jan 
Newsletter £468.56 

20/12/2011 - 3529 
Newsletter Typing 
(Jan) and travel £141.70 

  VAT Claims   

17/11/2011 E.On 3499 Public Lighting £1.97 

     

 

 

3202  Exchange of Information between the District Councillor and the PC.  

 

  Doug Deacon reported that B&NES have arranged to resurface the Cinder  

  Path at the end of January or beginning of February. 

 

  He also reported that Timsbury Cricket Club, the Timsbury in Bloom  

  group, Callum Jennings and Nikki Baker had all been honoured in the  

  Somerset Guardian’s People of the Year awards. The Clerk will arrange  

  for a piece to go into the Newsletter. 

 

3203  Matters of Interest and Information. 

  7.30 pm  23rd January – Newsletter Meeting – Conygre Hall. 

  7.30 pm  1st February  - ALCA Meeting – Conygre Hall 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.30pm. 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Chairman 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Date 

 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 6
th
 February 2012. 

 


