
Timsbury’s Mining History

Unusually, both Upper and Lower 

Conygre pits featured crenellated 

chimneys to provide a more 

aesthetic view for the residents of 

Timsbury House. 

The earliest reference to coalmining in Timsbury appears 

in John Samborne's will, dated 1571. A surveyor's report in 

1610 mentions three pits, although coal pits in those days 

were simply deep holes that followed a drift from the 

surface. 

Thanks to the advent of steam-powered machines and the 

Somersetshire Coal Canal, coalmining flourished in the 

18th and 19th centuries, with eleven Timsbury pits open at 

various different times. 

The names of some of the landowners who became very 

wealthy from their mining interests might already sound 

familiar; Samborne Palmer, William and John Crang, John 

Parish, and Robert Langford. All lived in Timsbury and most 

built large grand houses that reflected their wealth.

Lower Conygre Colliery opened in 1858 after a delay of ten 

years from the original sinking of the shaft. In 1898 the Coal 

Canal closed, and a GWR railway siding was built adjacent to 

the mine to enable the transport of coal into the country. 

Overcome by flooding after the works of nearby Withy Mills 

mine were breached, Lower Conygre eventually ceased 

works in 1914.

Of course, mining was not without its dangers. Timsbury's most severe 

disaster occurred on February 4th 1845 when seven men and four boys 

drowned at Hayeswood Colliery when the pit flooded. Just two weeks 

earlier, another seven men had been injured at the same colliery by 

being drawn over the winding wheel, due to carelessness. A similar 

accident happened at the Withy Mills Colliery when the winding man 

was drunk on duty, and several miners were killed by being wound over 

the wheel. Tragically, in 1895, seven men and four horses lost their lives 

in a coal dust explosion at the Conygre colliery. 

By 1916, all of Timsbury’s coalmines had 

closed, leaving their workers to relocate to 

other pits such as Pensford.

In 1995, a Miner’s Memorial Garden was 
opened in the centre of the village to 

commemorate the men who lost their lives.



Timsbury’s Churches

St. Mary’s Church

The first recorded documentation of a church in Timsbury was in 1292, but the old building fell into such a 

state of disrepair that in 1826, a new church was built in its place. Transepts and Chancel were added in 1852 

and further improvements made in 1886. One of the remaining relics of the ancient church is the tomb of Sir 

Barnaby Samborne. It carries the recumbent figure of a knight in armour and is now placed in the vestry.

Tabor Free Methodist Church

In the early days of the Tabor Free Methodists, small groups of 

committed Christians would meet for prayer and worship in their 

cottage homes. As numbers grew, meetings were held in the 

Temperance Hall (now St. John’s). 

Built in 1805, the Church exists thanks to the efforts of John Evans and John Barnes 

who pooled their resources to purchase land and travelled the local area begging 

materials, and arranging free transportation of stone and timber.

South Road Methodist Church

Methodism in Timsbury stretches back to John Wesley himself, who we 

know rode from Bristol on a pony to preach at Timsbury Parish Church. 

Being refused permission, he promptly preached on the grass verge 

outside. On another occasion, he visited Grove Colliery at Timsbury

Bottom to preach as miners finished their shift. 

The present building was opened 

in 1865, and records show that 

the stained glass, pews, and later, 

entrance screens were all 

designed and made within the 

village.

The Congregational Church

After a great deal of fundraising, the present Congregational Church 

building was opened on North Road in 1928. It took ten years to finish 

paying for it, and in 1938, a thanksgiving tea was given.

The 50th Anniversary of the church was celebrated in 1978.

The Christadelphian Chapel

As a result of bible-preaching efforts in the village in the 1920’s, five 
of the local inhabitants were baptised. They formed the nucleus of 

the Christadelphian Meetings. Their first Breaking of Bread was held 

in a private house, but by 1931 they had acquired the old 

Congregational Chapel on Maggs Hill. The Chapel is now a private 

residence.



Timsbury’s Heritage Houses
Parish’s House

One of the best known houses in Timsbury and an “exquisite 
miniature of Regency design”, it has been ascribed to Thomas 

Baldwin who also designed the Guildhall in Bath. Tradition goes 

that the original owner, Captain John Parish, built the house in 

about 1816 from his share of the bounty acquired from 

participating in the capture of a Spanish treasure ship. Renamed 

Pendoggett in 1877, this name is sometimes still used to 

describe the area around the house. More recently, Major B.G.S 

Cayzer lived there until his death in 1981. A great benefactor to 

Timsbury, he assisted with several major village projects 

including the Conygre Hall, the youth club and the cricket 

clubroom. Major Cayzer was himself the son of a sea Captain 

from the Union Castle Shipping Line family, and he re-introduced 

the name Parish’s House. 

Vale House

Built around 1802 by Joseph Langford Snr, whose family owned a 

lot of property in and around Timsbury.  Note the Venetian windows 

on the ground floor, a motif repeated in both Hillside House and the 

Rectory. The current owners now run it as an artisan cookery skills 
centre.

Greenhill House

Greenhill House is thought to have been built at the 

beginning of the 19th Century. By 1839 it was occupied 

by a Bartholomew Smith, but belonged to St.John’s
hospital in Bath. In 1899 the Charity Commissioners 

ordered the hospital to sell Greenhill House for at least 

£1,000, plus £13 for the timber. The property changed 

hands several times until 1948 when it was sold to Bristol 

Corporation and used as a residential nursery for 

deprived children. In 1961, with the help of benefactors, it 

was bought by the Leonard Cheshire Foundation. In 

1973, Group Captain Leonard Cheshire VC formerly 

opened a ten-roomed extension, a sanctuary and a 

medical room for the residents. 

Hillside House (Rosewood Manor)

After WW1, Hillside House was owned by a Mrs Speakman who, 

with the help of her daugher Patience and a cow man, ran a dairy 

farm on the estate. During WW2, then owners the Kemp family 

changed the name to Renny’s, and from 1949 to 1946 it was used as 
a boys’ Remand Home.

The Rectory

Standing in an acre of grounds, the Old Rectory is located 

in the centre of the village and has its entrance drive right 

on the village square. Built around the same time as Vale 

House, it has a similar style with Venetian windows on the 
ground floor. 

Pitfour House

Pitfour House, on the High Street, once stood alone surrounded by its 

gardens and paddocks. It is of historical interest because Timsbury’s
medical services were born here with James Crang as resident 

apothecary. This picture shows some of the Crang family on the lawn in 
about 1899. The house now hosts bed and breakfast accommodation.



Timsbury House 
and the Sambornes

Dating from Tudor times, Timsbury

House was in the family of 

Samborne from the end of the 

15th century. It was probably built 

by a John Samborne who died in 

Timsbury in 1571. His son, also 

John, inherited the manor but died 

just four years later. He was 

followed by Barnaby Samborne, a 

standard bearer for Queen 

Elizabeth I, who in 1594 was 

knighted for his services to the 

realm, and it is said that the 

Queen visited him here in 

Timsbury.

The house was celebrated for its Tudor architecture; it had 

mullioned windows and stained glass, a fine hall 

wainscoted with oak, an enormous fireplace, and a 

spacious drawing room. It remained relatively unchanged 

since its beginings, although one large wing was 

destroyed by fire in the 18th century. 

Sir Barnaby was succeeded by Thomas Samborne, who in 

turn was succeeded by Maudley Samborne. The line 

continued through a further eight generations, although the 

male line of Samborne died out with the death of Thomas 

Samborne in 1723 and the estate eventually passed to the 

family of his nephew, Thomas Palmer.

The last ‘lord of the manor’ was John Stucley Palmer-Samborne,  born in 

1861. It is not known exactly when he died, but his youngest son Barnaby 

(known as Peter) enjoyed a prestigious career in the Navy, qualifying as 

engineer officer of the watch and later commanding Britain’s first nuclear 
submarine, the Dreadnought. Three years later he was appointed OBE, and 

was widely regarded as one of the best nuclear engineers of his generation. 

He died in 2002, aged 78.

Today, only the Lodge house remains; the short gatepost (centre-
right of the foreground) is part of the original “tradesmans” 
entrance to the grounds.

The house, which stood at the top of what is now 
Southlands Drive, was demolished in 1961. St. 
Mary’s Green now occupies the original site.



Timsbury Personalities

Sonny Coombs

One of the most successful track cyclists in the West 

Country, in 1928 Sonny won 31 prizes in 17 meetings, 

aged 38. In 1939 he won the Somerset County 

Championship 5 mile race. He also held the record for the 

fastest time from Bath to London and that record stood for 

many years. He lived on North Road where his parents ran 

a cycling shop. ‘J W Coombs & Son’.

Henry Cecil Rhodes

Henry was a one-mile champion, and lived in Lansdown Crescent, 

Timsbury. He took part in trials for the 1920 Summer Olympics. He used to 

race the horse dray between Bath and Timsbury, and he nearly always won. 

He played for Timsbury Athletic Football Team, becoming the trainer for 

many years.

Cliff Purnell

In the 1950s, boxing in Timsbury was at its peak and in Cliff Purnell the 

village found a heavyweight who eventually reached the top ten in the 

country. Cliff was a product of the numerous tournaments originally held at a 

boxing ring above the stables between the Smithery and Forge House, in 

Church Lane. He trained at gyms in Hobbs Wall, Farmborough, and South 

Road, Timsbury, with his trainer Bill Miles. Nicknamed the "Bath Bombshell", 

Cliff went on to win 20 professional bouts which included 11 knockouts, with 

fights against Henry Cooper and Joe Erskine. He died in 2011.

Fred Wedlock 

Born Peter Frederick Wedlock on 23 May 1942 to a famous 

footballing family, Fred was raised in his parents pub in Bristol. 

He started singing at the age of 4 as singing eased his childhood 

asthma, joining school and church choirs when older. At the 

University of Swansea he acquired his first banjo and guitar, later 

joining the Bristol folk scene. Originally a youth employment 

officer and then a teacher in Bristol, Fred played many gigs at 

pubs and around. His greatest fame came with the hit song 

‘Oldest Swinger in Town’, and ‘Chartbusters 81’. A Timsbury

resident for over 30 years, Fred died on 4th March 2010.

Susan Chillcott

Born 8 July 1963 in Timsbury, Susan was an English Soprano. 

At the age of 12 she was talent spotted by Mollie Petrie. She 

attended the Guildhall School of Music, London, and later sang 

with the Scottish Opera, then at Glynebourne and lastly with the 

Welsh National Opera. During her career she sang all over 

Europe and the United States, but despite her international 

reputation she maintained very strong links with Timsbury, being 

patron of the Male Voice Choir (now the Mendip Male Voice 

Choir) and a member of the Tabor Methodist Church. She spent 

several years living in Clematis Cottage, Radford. Susan died on 

4th Sept 2003. 



The Smithery, more commonly known as the Forge, is situated 
in Church Lane and has been used as a blacksmiths since its 
18th century beginnings. The Moxham family were active as 
blacksmiths here from the 1850’s until 1953. It was originally 
taken over by Jacob Moxham, the son of blacksmith Isaac 
Moxham, who had run the smithery in Marksbury opposite the 
church. The church has records of the family since the 1660’s.

Of his seven children, 3 of whom were boys, both Frederick and 
Samuel carried on the family tradition; Fred stayed in Timsbury
and Sam had the Smithery at Odd Down.

The Blacksmith

In his Day Book, Ernest Moxham

records using this car as a taxi and also 

for hire

Frederick had six children, and eldest son Albert (Ernest), 

born in 1885, took over the business. His younger brother 

Gilbert was sent to the front in WW1 and was fatally wounded 

in April 1917. Ernest’s wife Ada had come to the village from 
London as a nanny for the Sambornes, in Timsbury House. 

Their youngest was a boy, but by the time Jake Moxham grew 

up blacksmiths were not so readily required. Jake was known 

to have shoed a horse, but was otherwise more appreciated 

for his engineering skills and lasting maintenance relationship 

with South West showmen.     

As was often the case, the blacksmith was also the village 

dentist. This instrument (right), normally used for pulling the 

teeth of animals, was also used on people. Rhona Moxham, 

Ernest’s eldest daughter, recalls Tom Swansbury telling her 

about the time he walked into the Forge House to find a 

Salvation Army lady was about to have a tooth pulled. Fred 

Moxham recommended to his patient that she run across to 

the pub (then the New Inn) afterward, and take six penneth of 

whiskey to rub on her gum!

The Blacksmith also owned a field in what is now Greenvale, 

where he used his traction engine for threshing and kept 

horses. 

Ernest with his son Jake, in the 1930’s

Ernest with Jake Pickfordl (left))

A number of railings in the village that still remain today were made by the Moxhams, including the Cemetery, 

the gate on Chapel Walk (The Drung), the Old School in South Road and Pitfour House.

Rhona and Jake with their 

father Ernest outside the 

forge (left).

Rhona Moxham today (right), 

aged 89, holding the dreaded 

tool her grandfather used to 

pull teeth.



Timsbury in Sports

Timsbury Athletic AFC

Timsbury Athletic was first recorded by Somerset FA 

as being formed in 1890 as two separate teams, 

Timsbury Ramblers and Timsbury Rovers. The first 

senior competition won was in the 1919-20 season, 

beating Yeovil and Petters (now Yeovil Town) in a 

play-off match watched by over 2,000 spectators at 

Frome to win the championship of the Somerset 

Senior League. Various successes followed 

throughout the mid 1920’s, with Timsbury securing the 

Paulton Knock Out Cup in 1933-34 and 1946-47. The 

1959-60 season yielded a glut of honours with the 

Somerset Junior Cup, Bristol Suburban League Div 2 

and the Bath & District League Div 3.

Timsbury Cricket Club

The first documented evidence of the Cricket Club was June 

30th 1894 when the team defeated Clutton by 45 runs. 

Significantly, it was also the first year of the Somerset 

Guardian and the Parish Council. 1979 saw the visit of the 

all-conquering Somerset side to the recreation ground for 

the first time ever. Viv Richards was clean bowled by club 

chairman Eric Nott for just 27, and Ian Botham delighted a 

large enthusiastic crowd with a typically swashbuckling 

century that included eight sixes and ten fours.

1983 became known as the year of the helicopter. Brian Rose, the most successful captain in Somerset’s 
history, had a well-deserved testimonial on 24th May. Preparations for the match were severely hampered by 

some of the worst early season weather on record; the entire wicket was water-logged. Chairman Eric Nott 

remarked that perhaps the club should hire a helicopter to dry out the pitch; with the backing of sponsors Bath 

Toyota, the idea took flight, and what a publicity coup it was! Timsbury CC entered cricket’s history books as 

the first club in Britain to use a helicopter to dry out the pitch. 

On 3rd September 2006, Timsbury CC reached the finals of the 

National Village Knock Out Cup, playing Houghton Main CC at Lords. 

Houghton won the toss, but as the game progressed, Timsbury’s
supporters felt increasingly optimistic. Then in the penultimate over, 

Houghton hit back with two sixes; Timsbury lost out, but only just!

Timsbury CC in 1935

One of the best seasons in their history was 1997-
98, when they stormed their way to the top of the 
Premier Division of the Somerset Senior League. 
Two years later, they won the Somerset Senior 
League KO Cup.

The team now boasts three adult and five youth 
teams and is probably the largest regular 
organisation within the village.

Timsbury AFC in 1900

Timsbury Horse Show

Founded originally as a gymkhana for local riders, the 

first traditional horse show took place in 1956. 

Registered with the British Showjumping Association, it 

featured the regional finals for the Daily Express Fox 

Hunter Championship in 1961, the first three horses in 

this event qualifying for the Wembley Horse of the Year 

show. The larger show attracted the participation of 

many leading competitors of the day including Pat 

Smythe, Alan Oliver and David Broome. Other classes 

and up to six rings were added in the ensuing years. 

Although originally held in Emlett field, Timsbury, the 

show moved to Marksbury, Farmborough and more 

recently to Clutton.



The Hamlet of Radford
Both Timsbury and Radford Mill are mentioned in the Domesday Book. Radford is a corruption of Red Ford, 

the ‘red’ coming from the geological term for the beds of red sandstone formed hundreds of millions of years 
ago, and ‘ford’ meaning a shallow place with good footing where a river or stream may be crossed. It had been 

a prehistoric pathway from the ancient Tunley Hillfort to Wallehenge, in Paulton.

In the 18th century, William James and Sarah Collins were tenant farmers and millers at Radford Mill. With 

eight children, the Collins family were well established in Radford and their jobs ranged from tallow makers, 

herdsmen, tanners, brewers and even an acclaimed artist, James Edgell Collins. John, their fourth child had 

been given the plot of land known as ‘Mill Meadow’ which was adjacent to the Mill, on which he built a small 

farmhouse – Radford Villa. Attached to the house but set back and wrapping round into the courtyard, he 

constructed the brewery and across from the house, he built the malt house. Radford Mill was prospering and 

the hops for the brewery were grown in the fields. The Somerset Coalfields were producing high grade coal 

which was in great demand. Jacob Collins, another son, ran the candle factory alongside the tan yard. Tallow 

waste from the tanning process made candles for use in the mines and to be clamped onto miners helmets.

OS map of Radford from 1886

(left) Ted Cottle outside the 

Mill, where he worked

(right) The derelict 

Radford Mill; it is now 

being renovated

(left) The remains of the candle 

factory in 1952, and Bill Bird 

outside the tan yard (below)

The Malt House was built in 1835. 

Originally with 4 floors only 5-6 feet 

high, the barley was laid out, then 

damped and turned until it germinated. 

After drying, the grain was moved to a 

specially tiled baking floor. 

The building subsequently became a 

store for British Aircraft metal spares, 

then an empty bottle store. In the 

1970’s it was converted into a B&B, 
and is now run as an hotel.

Radford Villa is a fine Georgian 

house built circa 1805. The Regency 

extension was added during the 

1830’s. Later, Radford Brewery was 

sold off to the Rossiters, relations of 

the Collins. They transformed the 

Villa into a successful market garden 

specialising in carnations, which were 

packaged and sent to Badminton for 

displays at ‘meetings’ and also to 

Bath and London.


