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Welcome to the November       

Timsbury Letter    

          Village News 

Features this Month 

Poem for Remembrance Day – page 8 

The Royal British Legion plans for 2020 Poppy Appeal– page 10 

St Mary’s Primary School– page 12 

Yoga for Creaky Folk - page 18 

Youth Work in Timsbury -page 22 

Volunteers, trained by the Police, are 
carrying out speed surveys on various 
roads in Timsbury to discourage 
speeding which puts pedestrians and 

other drivers at risk. The details of 
speeding vehicles are passed to the 
Police. This is in addition to the Police 
speed camera.  See page 5. 

Community Speed Watch Scheme Started 

December Letter Deadline: Thursday 12th November 

Please send articles and adverts EARLY to: 

Madeleine Potts, newsletter@timsbury.org.uk 07834 859291 

47 Southlands Drive. Images & adverts in JPG format. 

Book lending in our Community Library 

based in the YMCA has now reached 

normal pre-Covid19 levels, as a result of 

the Click & Collect B&NES library service 

working again.  

There are more new books to borrow 

and there is more space to move 

around following a reorganisation of 

shelving.  

It is open Monday & Thursdays 2.00pm-

4.00pm and Saturday 10.00am-12.00 

noon. Also, the stock of free second-

hand books in the old phone box in 

South Road has been updated. See page 

2. 

More Books in Hub Library & Old Phone Box 
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Next Parish Council 
Meeting 

 

Meetings are held remotely on the 
internet until further notice and 
the public can still join in. Next 

Meeting 2nd November at 7.30pm 

See timsbury.org.uk/
parishcouncil 

  

Chris Gittins 

Clerk to Timsbury 

Parish  Council 

01761 470 516                              

timsbury.parish.clerk@gmail.com  

www.timsbury.org.uk/parishcouncil 

Brighter Tidier Village 

Planning Applications 

Volunteers are planting lots more spring 
bulbs and other plants in planters, beds 
and roadsides around the village, and 
are replanting and tidying the Miners 
Garden in Rectory Lane.  
 
The lovely walk along the HaHa path to 
the wonderful Mendip View has been 
improved with more light and views by 

our maintenance of the hedges and 
trees – see page 24. Also, a volunteer 
has repaired the bench in Lansdown 
Crescent so that you can enjoy the view 
from there.  
 
If you want to help and have ideas with 
anything please get in touch with the 
Clerk below. 

Comments by the Parish Council can be 
seen on the B&NES planning website, in 
the Parish Council Minutes at: 
timsbury.org.uk/parishcouncil/
meetings and on noticeboards in the 
Conygre Hall and outside Our Plaice 
chip shop. 
 
Application decided by B&NES Council 
19/05204/FUL Parish's House, Hook, 
Timsbury. Change of use and extension 
of gardener's store/workshop into a 
conference/function centre and 
retrospective permission for the 
erection of a gazebo 

WITHDRAWN by the applicant. 
 
20/02869/FUL  15 Newmans Lane, 
Timsbury. Erection of a single storey 
rear/side extension and front porch. 
PERMITTED 
 
Applications to be Considered by 
Timsbury Parish Council 
None.  
Applications may arise before 
publication. Others are commented on 
in meetings between newsletter 
publication dates. 

http://www.timsbury.org.uk/
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The Parish Council is aware of many 

concerns regarding the speed of traffic 

travelling through the village.  The 

speed limit for the village is 20mph and 

it is estimated that a substantial number 

of vehicles are travelling at more than 

twice this speed! 

As a result of these concerns, the Parish 

Council requested Avon and Somerset 

Police to carry out an assessment which 

subsequently concluded that there was 

an issue of speeding in the village. 

A decision was then taken to initiate the 

formation of a Community Speed Watch 

Team which was established and 

completed the necessary Police training 

in March 2020. Unfortunately, as the 

Team were about to start, the lockdown 

occurred and all CSW Teams were 

instructed to stand down. This 

instruction has now been rescinded and 

the implementation of the scheme has 

gone ahead. 

How does it work? 

• A group of local residents volunteer 

to monitor traffic speeds. 

• Vehicles travelling at excess speed 

will be recorded and reported to 

the Police. 

• Police issue a letter to the 

registered keeper. 

• Repeat offenders are targeted by 

the Police. 

Read about this more on the Avon and 

Somerset Police website. 

www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/csw 

It is hoped that the presence of the local 

CSW Team will help modify the 

behaviour of drivers passing through 

our village and will complement the 

work of the Parish Council’s Streets & 

Safety Committee. 

Speeding in Timsbury 

By Stan Martin 
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    Village Church Services  

 St Mary’s Church, Timsbury 

SERVICE TIMES FOR NOVEMBER 2020 

Sunday 1st November 3.00pm Annual Memorial Day  Service 

Sunday 8th November 11.00am Remembrance Day  

Sunday 15th November  11.00am Morning Prayer  

Sunday 22nd November 11.00am Holy Communion 

Sunday 29th November 3.00pm Benefice Dervice 

During the continuing Covid 19 pandemic, the church is open for Sunday worship at 
the above times. Seating is socially distanced at 2 metres and hand sanitising is 
provided. There is no singing as part of the worship. All above dates and times are 
subject to possible change in the light of Government restrictions.  

The weekly 9.30am Holy Communion service has resumed, subject to the above 
restrictions. 

The Church is available for funerals, under the above conditions and limited 
numbers. 

Revd Martin Blewett 

Benefice of Timsbury with Priston, Camerton & Dunkerton 

The Rectory, South Road, Timsbury, Bath,  BA2 0EJ 

01761 472448/ 07854 273489 

www.martinblewett@gmail.com 
 

Tabor Free Methodist Church 

For the first time since March Tabor Free Methodist Church re-opened on Sunday 

11th October with a harvest service led by Eric Barge. The church layout had been 

arranged to fall in line with the government’s guidance. The trustees have decided 

to hold services every two weeks for the foreseeable future with 8th November and 

22nd November the next scheduled meetings. 

Margaret West will lead the latter service.  

A warm invitation is extended to all. 

Pastoral matters: Eric Barge  01761 420234, Secretary: Geoff Shute 568524  
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 Methodist Church South Road 

Timsbury Methodist Church South Road, BA2 0NA. Visit us on 

www.timsbury.org.uk  /facilities/churches 

We are pleased to say that we are now open for services.  All Covid-19 practices 

have been put in place to ensure we worship in a safe and happy church. 

All are welcome 

Sunday 1st November 10.30am Rev Jan Tate 

Sunday 8th November 10.30am Rev David Winstanley 

Sunday 15th November 10.30am Mr Steve Beck 

Sunday 22nd November 10.30am  Rev David Winstanley 

Sunday  29th November 10.30am Mrs Kathy Dymond 

 

Congregational Church North Road (with full wheelchair access) 

Secretary: Maureen Cox  01761 479656 

Revd David Winstanley 

40 North Medows, Peasedown St John, Bath , BA2 8PS 

01761 439934 

dwin64@hotmail.com 

Secretary Frances Nicholson 01761 470841 
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  Poem for Remembrance Day 

By Don Crawford 

“Please wear a Poppy,” the lady said,  

And held one forth, but I shook my head, 

Then I stopped and watched as she offered them there, 

And her face was old and lined with care; 

But beneath the scars the years had made 

There remained a smile that refused to fade.  

A boy came whistling down the street, 

Bouncing along on carefree feet, 

His smile was full of joy and fun: 

“Lady,” said he, “May I have one?” 

When she pinned it on he turned to say, 

“Why do we wear a poppy today?” 

 The lady smiled in her wistful way, 

And answered, “This is Remembrance Day, 

And the poppy there is a symbol for 

The gallant ones who died in war, 

And because they did, you and I are free, 

That’s why we wear the poppy, you see. 

 I had a boy about your size, 

With golden hair and big blue eyes. 

He loved to play and jump and shout, 

Free as a bird he would race about. 

As the years went by he learned and grew, 

And became a man – as you will, too. 

 But the war went on and he had to stay, 

And all I could do was wait and pray. 

His letters told of the dreadful plight, 

(I can see it still in my dreams at night) 

With the tanks and guns and cruel barbed wire, 
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and the mines and bullets, the bombs and fire. 

 Till at last, at last, the war was won – 

And that’s why we wear a poppy, son.” 

The small boy turned as if to go, 

Then said, “Thanks lady, I’m glad to know, 

That sure did sound like an awful fight, 

But your son – did he come back all right?” 

 A tear rolled down each faded cheek: 

She shook her head but didn’t speak. 

I slunk away in a sort of shame, 

And if you were me you’d have done the same: 

For our thanks, in giving, is oft delayed 

Though our freedom was bought 

And thousands paid. 

 And so when we see a poppy worn, 

Let us reflect on the burden borne, 

By those who gave their very all, 

When asked to answer their country’s call. 

That we at home in peace might live. 

 Then wear a poppy, 

Remember 

And give. 
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The Royal British Legion Plans for the 

2020 Poppy Appeal 

By Chris Fiddes 

The Poppy Appeal is the Legion’s 

biggest fundraising campaign raising 

over £50,000,000 last year. With the 

Appeal enabling us to make a difference 

to our Armed Forces community and 

their families. 

Poppy Appeal 2020 Plans 

Please rest assured, there will be lots of 

ways you can support us this year in 

major supermarkets, banks and other 

national and regional retail stores or 

through the Legion’s website, 

rbl.org.uk/poppyappeal 

We will also be using more cashless 

technologies than ever before, (QR 

codes) - Quick Reponse Codes and text-

to-donate will be available. Or you can 

go online and browse through the many 

items on sale at the RBL Poppy shop: 

www.poppyshop.org.uk  

There is a new WW2 Commemorative 

Poppy Pin made from a blend of metals, 

Spitfire, WW2 Army mess tin, and Royal 

Navy Landing Craft.  

Timsbury Poppy Appeal & 

Remembrance Service 

Please note: Contrary to what I initially 

said in the October Timsbury Letter 

there will be Poppy boxes and donation 

tins in all the usual shops and business's 

in Timsbury this year from Saturday 24th 

October - Saturday 7th November. 

Remember to carry some cash!   

The boxes will have the usual Poppies a 

small amount of 2020 Poppy Pins and 

any other stock I have left over from 

last year will be available.  

Organisations, business's or anyone can 

lay a wreath if any of your staff, family 

or relatives died in WW1 -WW2 or any 

conflicts since. If you would like a 

wreath I only have a few spare! The cost 

is £18.00.  Please contact me ASAP. 

Wooden crosses are also available for a 

small donation, go to: rbl.org.uk/

poppyappeal. There should also be a 

(QR-Code) on our tins or boxes for 

those who want to donate by phone. 

Remember to carry some cash for the 

donation tins.  

Timsbury Remembrance Service 2020 - 

Sunday 8th November 11.00am at the 

village War Memorial.  

Everyone welcome, observing the 

COVID - 19 - Social Distancing Rules.  

Contact:  

Chris Fiddes  

cfiddes@btinternet.com  

 01761471691 - Mob: 07923436950 
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Tabor Independent Methodist Church 

North Road  

By Dianne Carter 
Tabor Independent Methodist Church, 

Timsbury, re-opened its doors again on 

Sunday 11th October.   

The Trustees and Members have 

worked hard to ensure all Covid 

precautions and safety measures are in 

place.   

All Members received a letter 

explaining the various rules and 

restrictions relating to a Service being 

held in Tabor.  This letter paid off as 

98% of Members attended.   

Mr Eric Barge led the Service and in his 

welcome speech he said that this must 

be the oddest Harvest Festival Service 

that Tabor had ever seen in all its 159 

years history. 

Services will now be held every 2 weeks 

subject to the same Covid restrictions 

being in place by the Government. See 

church times on page 6. 

Mr and Mrs G Shute (01761 568524) 

are contacts for Tabor.    

Wellbeing College offers help with 

young children 

The HENRY program is a free eight-

week course for parents and carers of 

children aged 0-5 years old. The 

program is designed to help little ones 

get off to a great start. 

Each week there is a one- hour online 

live session plus a couple of videos to 

watch before each session. There is also 

a free toolkit with lots of resources. 

The course covers the five themes 

across eight weeks: 

• Feeling more confident as a parent 

• Physical activities for the little ones 

• What children and the whole family 
eats 

• Family lifestyle habits 

• Enjoying life as a family 

The program is an opportunity to share 

ideas and experiences with other 

families in a safe environment! 

The courses begin on Monday 2nd 

November  or Tuesday 3rd November  

and run between 10.00am and 

11.00am. 

Details of this and all other Wellbeing 

College courses can be found at https://

www.wellbeingcollegebanes.co.uk/ 

The Wellbeing College is funded by 

B&NES Clinical Commissioning Group 

and B&NES Council, and its partners 

include many different organisations 

across the local area. 
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St Mary’s Primary School 

By Chris Daniels 

It was brilliant to be able to welcome 

everyone back to school at the start of 

this new academic year at St Mary’s. 

Obviously at the beginning of this ‘new 

normal’, we were prepared for it to take 

a bit of time for everything to settle into 

a smooth routine with us all finding our 

feet and making things work under the 

current restrictions.  

After so much time experiencing 

lockdown home schooling, we knew it 

would seem like a lifetime ago that our 

pupils were last in the school building 

so we were prepared to ease everyone 

in gently and be on standby to address 

any wobbles.  

The welfare of our children will always 

be our top priority as we believe happy 

children make the best learners. 

However, the children surprised us with 

how quickly they adapted to the new 

arrangements and they just seemed 

glad to be back and happy to be around 

all of their friends again. Let’s hear from 

some of them… 

‘School is different this year but, in 

these Covid times, we have to agree it’s 

better than being stuck at home all day. 

Assemblies don’t take place in the hall 

because of the children behind you 

breathing and giving out germs. We 

have different playtimes so you don’t 

get to see your brother or sister but it’s 

ok because you’ve got your BFF to play 

with. It felt so long since we saw our 

friends during lockdown. It’s been fun 

being back at school’  

Annabel Y3 

‘In school, things are different. We have 

to stay in our bubble. The things that I 

am enjoying about being at school is 

that I get to see my friends a lot more. 

Everything gets sanitised. We have our 

own kit like pencils, glue, ruler, pencil 

sharpener and scissors. We also keep to 

the left in the corridors’ 

Ava Y3 

Arrows in the school corridors 
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‘At school, I have enjoyed being with my 

friends and playing, laughing and seeing 

their familiar faces again. It’s brilliant to 

be back at school, learning and having 

so much fun. I don’t really like washing 

my hands constantly but it feels so 

normal now, you just do it 

automatically’. 

Matilda Y5 

‘Lockdown was quite hard as we had to 

do our learning online at home. I missed 

seeing everyone. I was so excited to be 

able to go back to school but was also 

nervous as I didn’t know what it would 

be like. All the new rules might feel a bit 

overwhelming. However, it’s been 

amazing being back. We’ve settled back 

in and adapted really well to the new 

school life’. 

Lily Y6 

As our pupils’ well-being is so important 

to us, we were delighted to be able to 

take part in this year’s Hello Yellow 

event run by Young Minds, the UK’s 

leading charity promoting young 

people’s mental health. It was great to 

see our usual blue school turn yellow 

for the day. See photo below. 

We raised an impressive £113.38 which 

will go to the charity to help their 

important work.  

Thank you to everyone in our parent 

community for supporting this event. 
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Ruminations from Radford 

By Richard Fox 

Autumn is a time of change. Some folks 

mourn the ending of summer, but I see 

new beginnings, some endings, 

colourful leaves outside and colourful 

chutneys inside. Soon I'll get to try out 

my new all-weather raincoat.  

The temperature is dropping, we've 

turned on the underfloor heating 

downstairs so the tiles can keep our 

feet cosy when we arrive for breakfast, 

and the rest of the house is given a little 

boost.  

Autumn is when I begin thinking again 

about central heating - - it's a bit hard 

to take seriously in the summer. But 

now, I focus on how much heat each 

room requires. So I go around the house 

with my radiator bleeding key and 

towel, and I check all the radiator 

thermostats. The empty spare 

bedrooms don't really need any heat, 

but we allow a very small trickle 

because it keeps them smelling fresh.  

I also think about the ladybird. Every 

year we get collections of them as they 

hibernate behind the curtains where 

the air is never disturbed; they seem to 

prefer an empty room that is cold, but 

not too cold. I grew up in southern 

California, where I experienced snow, 

one day in the winter, when I was about 

eight years old . It was the only day it 

snowed in that region for decades.  

A very cold day in Los Angeles is like a 

fresh day in summer here, probably not 

lower than eight or nine degrees.  

I lived in the West Indies for several 
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years where the temperature never 

drops below 20 degrees. I've spent a 

few winters in Greece, and many weeks 

skiing here and there where one 

fervently hopes the temperature will 

stay well below zero all day.  

The ladybirds seem to be very certain 

about their "needs" in the winter; but 

what do we humans need? After all, 

we're all becoming conscious of the 

overall costs of heating our houses, and 

we're urged to turn it down a degree or 

so, to save the environment, or to save 

the strain on our pocketbook.  

I always wonder at how much heat I 

need to feel comfortable at this time, 

and the difference between a really 

warm room and one that is cooler so 

requiring me to put on a jumper and 

wear slippers.  

Today we've put the ram in with the 

ewes, so the breeding season begins 

again. Imagine that - - 48 weeks of the 

year our ram, "Warrior", just hangs out, 

eats grass all day and watches the world 

go by, and four weeks of the year he 

gets to do his "work" impregnating 20 

or so females.  

Today I've also checked on the acorn 

pots in the polytunnel; we put down at 

least 600 of them over the last few 

weeks and one has to keep the compost 

just moist, but not wet. It was a bumper 

year for acorns, and we hoping to have 

several hundred trees in a couple of 

years.  

Have you planted your acorns?  
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The Green Pages 

By Bridget Newbery 

Keeping Cosy 

Continuing with the energy myth-

busting, here are a few more to keep 

you warm this winter 

Getting double glazing is the best thing 

I can do to keep the heat in. 

Classic myth. People often think that 

windows should be sorted out first 

because they can be draughty (and no-

one likes a cold draught). It’s true that 

double and triple glazing are much 

better at keeping heat in than single 

glazing. But of the heat you lose from 

your home about 35% disappears 

through the walls, about 25% goes 

through the roof, and only about 10% is 

lost through your windows.  

So getting your loft and walls insulated 

will make a much bigger difference to 

how cosy it feels now the weather’s 

cooler - and it will probably be much 

cheaper than when you get around to 

doing the double glazing too. 

Cavity wall insulation will make my 

house damp.  

Myth. For most people, this isn’t 

true. Cavity wall insulation is much 

more likely to solve problems of damp 

caused by condensation because it 

makes your walls less cold so less prone 

to damp.  

For a few houses that are right on the 

coast or face persistent driving rain, the 

empty cavity can provide some 

protection from damp getting in from 

outside. This might also be the case if 

there are cracks or damage in your 

outer wall. But for the vast majority of 

people it is well worth getting cavity 

wall insulation as it will have a big 

impact on keeping your home warm 

and reducing your heating bills. 

If I turn all the radiators down low, I’ll 

save money. 

True. But only if you also turn your 

thermostat down at the same time. If 

you turn your radiators down low but 

still have the thermostat set to 21 

degrees centigrade, your boiler will 
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keep running until the temperature (of 

the room where the thermostat is) 

reaches 21C.  

This could take quite some time with 

the radiators on low. So if you want to 

save money and are comfortable with 

your house a little cooler (18-21 degrees 

centigrade is the recommended 

temperature for a living space), down 

the thermostat, not just the radiators. 

What thermostatic radiator valves are 

useful for is to set different rooms to 

different temperatures, so that you’re 

not wasting money heating rooms you 

aren’t using. But rather than turning a 

radiator off permanently in an unused 

room (which can lead to damp and 

mould), leave it on low instead, and 

close the doors to keep the warm air 

where you want it. 

Supporting the RNLI 

By Adrian Dodd 

As with many organisations during the 

pandemic,  the Chew Valley Fundraising 

Branch of RNLI has been unable to carry 

out the vital fund raising activities to 

support our life saving charity. Through 

our local events, store and box 

collections and other donations, we 

normally raise up to £10,000 by the year 

ending in December. So far this year we 

have managed to achieve only £1850, 

with little prospect of adding 

significantly more.  

We are obviously disappointed, as the 

wellbeing and success of RNLI rest 

entirely in the  generosity of public 

donations. That is the only source of 

revenue, which provides the state of 

the art lifeboats and the crews’ 

equipment and training.  The vast 

majority of crew members are ordinary 

people who are unpaid volunteers, 

prepared to venture out in all 

conditions to save lives at sea.  They 

deserve the very best. 

It is a staggering fact that since its 

foundation in 1824, the RNLI volunteers 

have saved over 142,700 lives and many 

thousands of rescues have been made 

as well. We want to be able to continue 

this legacy and need support to help 

maintain a unique reputation.  In the 

current situation, with travel abroad 

being restricted, we are likely to 

continue to experience ever greater 

pressure on our beaches and coastline, 

meaning ever more demand for help 

and rescue over the next few years. 

Our committee is appealing to anyone 

wishing to  support the RNLI to get in 

touch, either through the website 

www.rnli.org or by contacting our 

Secretary, Tim Gracey 

tandbgracey@gmail.com , for details of 

how to donate.  BBC Two’s 

documentary “Saving Lives at Sea” will 

give you all the reasons to support the 

RNLI.  
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Yoga for Creaky Folk: Classes to help 

to increase freedom of movement 

By Kate Allport 

As humans, we all tend to be creatures 

of habit, and we get stuck in ruts. For 

myself, I know that with all the 

increased screen time of COVID-19, my 

shoulders are tighter and I notice some 

days I feel I’m in danger of becoming 

like a tortoise- with my head jutting 

forward! To help counteract all the 

sedentary-screen time, I’m really 

grateful for a movement practice that 

helps me keep me mobile and strong, 

and I’m keen to share the benefits with 

others too. My parents are in their 80’s, 

and I’m passionate about helping them 

to maintain their mobility too. 

During Lockdown, most of us felt more 

isolated and disconnected, and for me, 

teaching my parents yoga over Zoom 

helped with feeling connected. 

‘Motion is lotion’ 

As we age, our bodies begin to dry out, 

and a regular movement practice 

becomes ever more vital to maintain 

freedom of movement.  

Inspired by teaching my parents 

through Lockdown, in September I 

started a ‘Creaky Folks’ course in 

Timsbury, for anyone with restricted 

mobility. I designed a 6-week course of 

all-body movement and relaxation to 

support students to move better, and 

help regain mobility and balance.  

Students were offered weekly class 

recordings to enable them to practice at 

home, to maximise the chance to try 

and incorporate the movements into 

their daily lives. 

Breathe better 

The pandemic is really highlighting the 

importance of our respiratory health, 

and the sessions focused a lot on the 

breath. We explored how to use our 

breath to help trigger the ‘relaxation 

response,’ and the potential of nasal 

breathing to lower blood pressure, 

reduce cortisol (stress hormones), and 

boost the immune system. 

Breathing is a movement, and it’s a 
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movement affected (made possible) by 

the movements of other parts. What’s 

often overlooked is that when our body 

parts get stiff, often because we’ve 

spent a lot of time not moving them, 

they don’t move as much when we 

want to take a breath or when we 

require their strength to clear our lungs 

(eg through coughing).  

Our respiratory health is limited by how 

well each of our breathing parts move. 

Each week we followed a movement 

sequence designed to move our 

‘breathing parts’ better and to help 

maximize our breathing lung motions. 

This course has been a chair-based 

class, to make it more accessible. It’s 

been a delight to run the course, and to 

see and hear the students’ experiencing 

the benefits. There’s plenty of research 

about the multiple benefits of 

movement on our physical and 

emotional health, and speaking with my 

students, I really see the evidence that 

no matter where your starting place is, 

if you change how you move, you can 

change how you feel. 

All the classes I’m teaching at the 

moment are both in-person (very small 

& socially distanced) and Live-Streaming 

(via Zoom). This offers the opportunity 

for those shielding, needing to self-

isolate, or those who prefer to access 

classes from their home. 

For more information: contact Kate 

Allport (07880703779) via Facebook 

‘Yoga from the Inside UK’. I run classes 

on Monday evenings and Friday 

mornings. I’m planning another ‘Creaky 

Folks’ course in January 2022. 
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Youth Work in Timsbury 

By Jane van Haaps 
Timsbury Youth and Community Worker 

Bath Youth for Christ 

It’s been good to be back working with 

young people in Timsbury since the start 

of July albeit in much restricted ways.  

Our last session in March was a real high 

point, taking 17 young people and 

leaders to see Legally Blonde at the 

Theatre Royal, followed by obligatory 

refreshments in MacDonalds.  Little did 

we know, that what seemed so ordinary 

then, would be unthinkable now.   

We were  particularly badly hit by 

lockdown as all centre based youth 

work had to stop which included our 

Friday Night Youth Club, the Cooking 

Club, schools work, trips out, and plans 

for the new work in Camerton were also 

put on hold.  We are still waiting to 

restart much of this work. 

Instead we have introduced detached 

sessions on a Monday night.  Detached 

work, sometimes called Street Work, is 

where youth workers meet young 

people on their territory and not in a 

building.  This means the focus is on 

building relationships of trust and what 

we call ‘Informal Education’, of which 

the main tool is conversation.   

We talk to young people about what 

they are interested in and, where it is 

asked for, or helpful, we offer advice, 

support, referrals, challenge.  We wear 

badges to identify ourselves, always 

work in pairs and so far there has always 

been at least one young person in any 

group who has known us from Youth 

Club so that we are not strangers.   

Although it is very relaxed and low key, 

the work is helping to protect young 

people’s mental health and give them a 

chance to communicate with ‘safe’ 

adults outside their family to discuss 

concerns.  We are helping to link them 

to the wider community so that they 

understand that they are part of it and 

their actions affect others.   

We are also planning what the future is 

going to look like with regards to our 

youth work in Timsbury: it may be 

different, but there is scope for growth 

in new directions.  Watch this space and 

do get in touch if you want to be part of 

the conversation or have questions or if 

you have a son/ daughter age 11-16 

who would benefit from some creative 

input.   

Jane van Haaps.  

07483156995, jane@bathyfc.co.uk 
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 Timsbury Theatre Group 

By Peter Buchanan  

“A Covid Christmas Carol” comes to the 

Conygre stage in December 

For the first time in over 40 years, we 

can’t stage a regular pantomime this 

December. But this doesn’t mean that 

Timsbury will be without fun, as the 

group are planning to stage a home-

grown entertainment loosely based on 

the Dickens classic “A Christmas Carol”.  

Ebenezer Scrooge has become the 

director of a drama group following the 

death of long-time supremo Jacob 

Marley, who produced many award-

winning pantomimes. However, Scrooge 

hates pantomime! Can Bob Cratchit 

persuade Scrooge to change his mind?  

He gets some help from a trio of 

unusual ghosts and may even 

encourage Scrooge to watch some 

excerpts from past pantomimes staged 

by another award-winning group – who 

could that be? This innovative 

production, written and directed by Jon 

Hickes and Jo Whittock, features John 

Ford as Scrooge and Neil Moon as Bob 

Cratchit, with most of TTG’s other 

regular adult players taking small parts. 

It’ll be about half the length of a regular 

panto, and there will be no interval. The 

Conygre Hall has Covid-secure measures 

in place, our audience will be socially 

distanced and required to wear masks, 

so we believe that patrons will be as 

safe as it’s possible to be in these 

difficult times. There'll be four 

performances from Wednesday 9th to 

Saturday 12th December, all at 7.30pm. 

Tickets (about 60 per show) will be 

available from 7th November at a cost 

of £5 and must be bought in advance. 

Full details will be on our website from 

early November. If the Covid situation 

changes, we may have to cancel, but at 

this stage we are happy to give it a go! 

We had to postpone our planned April 

2020 production of “The Vicar of 

Dibley”, due to lockdown. Our current 

plan is to stage it on March 25th, 26th & 

27th 2021, hopefully with the same 

excellent cast. All tickets sold for April 

2020 will be valid for the same day of 

the week in March 2021, although there 

will be some revision of the seating plan 

if social distancing measures are still in 

force. For that reason, we cannot 

guarantee availability of additional 

tickets for March 2021 at this stage. If 

any ticket holder would like a refund, 

they should email 

timsburytheatre@gmail.com 

To find out more about the group, 

please visit our website www.thettg.org. 

You can also find us on Facebook and 

Twitter. 
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Timsbury Cycle Group 

By Stefano Marazzi 

Timsbury Cycle Group had a great 

summer. With the "rule of six" we were 

able to continue to run small socially 

distanced groups leaving the Conygre 

Hall car park at staggered intervals.  

Each week’s 40 mile routes are pre-

prepared by a rota of 18 volunteers, 

everyone was still able to enjoy the 

routes that had been prepared in 

advance. All of the cafes we visited have 

been well prepared for cyclists arriving, 

and offered table service, so there was 

no need to go inside.  

We've enjoyed more rides around the 

Mendips, and the less travelled lanes of 

the area, almost entirely free of traffic 

on a Sunday morning. Even more so, as 

there were no car boots running. We 

managed two days of 100 miles each to 

Oxford and back in September. Its been 

fantastic seeing so much wildlife, such 

as deer, badger, pheasants, stoats, and 

various birds of prey. 

You might remember I wrote about the 

new craze for "virtual cycling", which is 

possible using the Zwift Software and 

with Smart Turbo Trainers, I mentioned 

to contact Roger Bartlett, if there was 

any interest?  

Well, the response was incredible, and 

we now have 34 Timsbury Cycle Group 

riders in the South West league, 

"virtually racing" on a Tuesday evening, 

and also doing "virtual group Time 

Trials" on a Thursday evening.  

They have a live chat using the discord 

software, several Team Captains are in 

place encouraging the riders to push 

harder, and with his analytical 

engineering background, Roger is 

crunching the numbers on the power 

each rider can create, measured in 

"Watts".  

The whole team has an average 

"Functional Threshold Power" of 250 

watts (0.33 horsepower). This is the 

amount of power they can sustain from 

one hour of frantically hard pedalling - 

basically enough to keep a couple of 

lightbulbs on!  Zwift has definitely been 

an eye-opener as it is a really hard 

workout. There is no freewheeling, like 

in real life on the Sunday rides. The 

average Professional Cyclist would be 

able to average about 390 watts for 

three weeks during the Tour de France, 

so we have a way to go until we get that 

good! 
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The Seven Stars 

The Seven Stars is open and serving 

food, with daily specials and Sunday 

roasts available.  

Keep an eye out for special themed 

evenings. Please call 01761 471700  for 

bookings. 

You can also follow them on Facebook 

at facebook.com/7starstimsbury  

HaHa Maintenance 
The start of the walk along the HaHa 

path has had a view of the valley 

opened up again as a result of the Parish 

Council’s maintenance of the hedge. 

For those who do not know, the HaHa 

path goes from Somerset Folly west out 

of the village towards the amazing 

Mendip View. 

https://www.facebook.com/7starstimsbury
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DEADLINE 

Thursday 12th November 

Please send articles and adverts 

EARLY to: 

Madeleine Potts  

newsletter@timsbury.org.uk 

07834859291                                         

47 Southlands Drive 

Please send images and 

adverts in JPG format. 
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Elaine Hale 
Visiting Chiropodist 

H. C. P. C. Registered 

29 Waterloo Road 

Radstock 

Bath 

BA3 3ER 
 

Tel: 01761 751596 
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Tree Top Logs 
 

Quality Seasoned  
Firewood 

 

Part & Full Loads  
Available 

 

Competitive Rates 
 

Call 01761 472140 

Monumental and Stone             
Masons 

 
Headstones, tablets, vases 
Cleaning, renovations and  

additional inscriptions 
 

Please contact us for a free quote  
And to see our full range of ser-

vices 
 

Showroom at Radstock Road 
Midsomer Norton 

BA3 2AA 
01761 412934 

www.hobbsmarbleandgranite.co.uk 

HOBBS                          

Marble and Granite Ltd 
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DRAGONFLY 

GARDENS  
 

Borders – Lawns – Hedges 

Fruit and Vegetables 

Problem areas cleared 

 

Emma Moffat 

07708 663275 

Timsbury and surrounds 
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