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Welcome to the August        

Timsbury Letter    

          Village News 

Features this Month 

Community Library Opening – page 5 

The Conygre Trust– page 6 

St Mary’s Primary School– pages 14,15 

The Scarecrow Trail 2020- pages 17-21 

The Hub Library in the YMCA building 
by the Coop is open again using safe 
ways for readers to bring back their 
many books. You can only take out 
books at this stage  from the current 
stock on our shelves in Timsbury. The 

volunteers are keen to get going again 
while adapting to the new situation. 
The Click & Collect Service of B&NES 
Libraries West will start later when all 
councils can do it safely - see page 5 for 
details. 

Timsbury Library Service Reopened 

September Letter Deadline: Thursday 13th August 

Please send articles and adverts EARLY to: 

Madeleine Potts, newsletter@timsbury.org.uk 07834 859291 

47 Southlands Drive. Images & adverts in JPG format. 

New Pet Shop Opened 

A new pet shop called Canine Craze has 
opened in South Road in what was the 
hairdressers. This is a welcomed new 
service that pet owners can enjoy. It is 

run by locals Emma and Liam who also 
provide dog walking and pet sitting 
services – see page 10 for details. 

Hall Opening Up Again 

The Conygre Hall is being reopened by 
the Conygre Trust with  safe, and in 
some ways, limited facilities from 

Monday 3rd August. All groups should 
get in touch about details – see page 6 
for details. 
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Next Parish Council 
Meeting 

 

 Meetings are held remotely on the 
internet until further notice and 

the public can still join in.  
 

Next Meeting 2nd August at 
7.30pm 

See timsbury.org.uk/parishcouncil 

Chris Gittins 

Clerk to Timsbury 

Parish  Council 

01761 470 516                              

timsbury.parish.clerk@gmail.com  

www.timsbury.org.uk/parishcouncil 

There are no applications this month 

Planning Applications 

Great Scarecrow Trail 
The wonderful trail was a great success 
with 37 scarecrows on show, on a lovely 
summer weekend. It showed off 
everyone’s creativity, and cheered us all 
up.  
Many thanks to Martin and Rosanna 
Blewett of St Mary’s Church for 
organising this. Some of the scarecrows 

can bee seen on the front cover and  a 
selection of photos can be found on 
pages 17-21.  All the scarecrows can be 
viewed on timsbury.org.uk/
scarecrowtrail. 
  

DEADLINE 

Thursday 13th August 

Please send articles and adverts EARLY to: 

Images & adverts in JPG format. 

Madeleine Potts  

newsletter@timsbury.org.uk 

07834859291                                         

http://www.timsbury.org.uk/
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 The Conygre Trust  

Managing the Conygre Hall and 

Timsbury Recreation Field  

Play Area now Open! 

The children’s play area was re-opened 

on 4th July. Some of the equipment has 

been disabled to help ensure social 

distancing and users are asked not to 

gather in groups of more than two 

households or “bubbles”. 

The tennis court has been well used 

since its re-opening. Doubles can now 

be played by any 4 people provided 

they maintain social distancing 

whenever possible. Booking is now 

online – type “Timsbury tennis court” 

into Google (other search engines are 

available!) and you should find the 

Clubspark/LTA site for the court.  

The cost is £5.50 per hour session.  

The Trust is very grateful to Timsbury 

resident Mandy Stonier of Writhlington 

Tennis Club for her help in getting the 

online booking system up and running. 

The Conygre Hall Opens on 3rd August 

The Trustees have taken the decision to 

re-open the Conygre Hall from Monday 

3rd August, and we hope to welcome 

back many of our regular users.  

Things will be a bit different, with hand 

sanitiser stations at entrances, social 

distancing markers in place and some 

restrictions on numbers attending 

meetings. Some activities cannot be 

allowed under current guidelines – for 

more information about that, please 

contact Peter Buchanan on: 

01761 471818   

peter49buchanan@btinternet.com  

To make a booking, please contact the 

booking officer Malcolm Tucker on 

01761 470261  

tucker.m3@sky.com 

While the hall has been closed, we have 

taken the opportunity to carry out some 

repairs and improvements. Some areas 

have been redecorated, the CCTV 

system has been improved and more 

external lighting has been installed. 
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Walking Update 

 

Publication of the award winning new 

book of walks  by Peter Bradshaw, Larry 

Cunningham & Sue Fraser, featured in 

the April edition, was delayed by the 

lockdown but is now available. 

Twenty circular walks not far from 

Timsbury, each featuring water 

Building on the success of their earlier 

books this new publication uses a 

similar format to take walkers close to 

some of the rivers, canals, lakes, 

reservoirs and other features associated 

with water not far from Timsbury.  

• Explore areas not far from 
Timsbury 

• Walks ranging from 1.8 - 8.5 miles 

• Clear and easy to follow route 
descriptions, together with maps, 

• Interesting historical information 
and colour photographs 

• Each walk features water  

• 94 pages    

• £5.00 

• All proceeds to 'Water Aid' 

On sale from The Connies, Health & 
More, Farmborough Community Shop 
and by 'phone from Oldfield Park 
Bookshop  

Call 01225 427722 for postal delivery . 

Heartfelt Thanks 

Our Mother Margery Tucker passed 

away on 12th June. We would like to 

thank all our family, neighbours and 

friends for all their support. 

A heartfelt thanks to all the doctors, 

especially Dr Barton at St Mary’s Sur-

gery, and the nurses who helped us 

through this difficult time. 

A special thank you to the Reverend 

Martin Blewett and also Chris Fiddes. 

Our Grateful thanks to you all, 

Graham, Margaret and Sandra. 
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    Village Church Services  

 St Mary’s Church, Timsbury 

SERVICE TIMES FOR AUGUST 2020 

 

Sunday 2nd August 11.00am Holy Communion  

Sunday 9th August 11.00am Morning Prayer  

Sunday 16th August  11.00am Holy Communion  

Sunday 23rd August 11.00am Morning Prayer 

During the continuing Covid 19 pandemic, the church is open for Sunday worship at 
the above times. Seating is socially distanced at 2 metres and hand sanitising is 
provided.  

There is no singing as part of the worship. We hope a normal pattern of church 
services can be re-introduced in the autumn. 

The Church is available for funerals, under the above conditions and limited 
numbers. 

Revd Martin Blewett 

Benefice of Timsbury with Priston, Camerton & Dunkerton 

The Rectory, South Road, Timsbury, Bath,  BA2 0EJ 

01761 472448/ 07854 273489 

www.martinblewett@gmail.com 
 

Methodist Church South Road 

Tabor Free Methodist Church 
No Services 

Pastoral matters: Eric Barge  01761 420234, Secretary: Geoff Shute 568524  

No Services 

Secretary: Frances Nicholson 01761 470841 

Congregational Church North Road (with full wheelchair access) 

No Services 

Secretary: Maureen Cox  01761 479656 
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The members of Tabor Church, with all 

other Church congregations throughout 

the Country, have been unable to meet 

for Sunday Services.   

To keep our Church family together Mrs 

Colleen Shute and Mrs Carol Maundrill 

arranged for a small Service to take 

place over the Internet, via Skype.  

Those Church Members who were 

technologically minded were able to 

take advantage of this if they so wished, 

whilst others could also take part using 

Sunday Worship notes distributed by 

Colleen.  11.00 am every Sunday was 

the designated time, as is our usual 

Sunday Worship.   

The Trustees are keeping abreast of 

Government rulings regarding re-

opening of Churches and will discuss the 

best date and strategy for Tabor to re-

open, bearing in mind the members’ 

wishes.  Updates on decisions and 

events will be circulated as soon as 

possible after consideration. 

If anyone would like to join us for 

Services when the Church re-opens, 

they will be made very welcome. For 

further information about Tabor please 

contact Mr and Mrs G Shute on 01761 

568524. 

The Tabor Ringers have also been 

unable to practice so our engagements 

for the foreseeable future may be 

deferred.  When rehearsals restart, 

dependent on re-opening of Tabor, 

COVID conditions, etc and we are 

relatively back to normal, engagements 

will be undertaken.   

The Ringers would also welcome new 

players, no experience or ability to read 

music necessary.   

For information about the Tabor Ringers 

contact the Secretary Mrs Barb Spalding 

on 01761 752177.   

Tabor Independent Methodist Church 

North Road, Timsbury  

By Dianne Carter  

Written on 7th July 2020 
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Canine Craze Opens in South Road 

By Emma, Liam & Pierre Craze 

Canine Craze was formed in 2019 and is 

a family run business owned by Liam 

and Emma Craze .  

Emma started running the dog walking 

and pet sitting in 2016 when she was 

looking for a new career after many 

years in the Horse Racing industry. 

What started as a hobby, soon became 

a successful business and continued to 

expand resulting in Liam joining the 

company in 2017.  

Our priority is to ensure a safe, fun 

environment for all animals under our 

care, which can range from exploring 

the countryside with dogs to cuddling 

up on the sofa with cats. To us, a house 

is not a home without a pet. 

 

It was on a visit to Crufts in 2019 that 

we stumbled across a Natural Treat stall 

and thought we would bring some 

home for our dog Pierre to sample. He 

absolutely loved them, and after some 

further research we found them to be 

full of goodness with multiple health 

benefits. Pierre's dental hygiene 

improved dramatically and as many are 

low in fat, he was pleased to hear he 

could have plenty more treats without 

putting on weight! 

We decided to start selling them to our 

dog walking customers on a small scale 

as we wanted to help promote a 

healthy lifestyle for our favourite work 

colleagues! They have proved to be a 

hit and become very popular resulting 

in us expanding to sell online and move 

into the Old Hairdressers on South Road 

where our new shop is based. 

We are passionate about promoting a 
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Timsbury Gardening Club 

Unfortunately I have to report there will 

be no Timsbury Gardening Club Craft 

Fair this year. Having attempted to look 

into the future the committee have 

decided that efforts to put it on 

regarding the probability of having to 

insist on social distancing, cleaning the 

tables, medical wipes at the entrance 

and limiting the number of visitors will 

be much too difficult to manage. We are 

sorry for this as we know that the stall 

holders and the customers look forward 

to visiting and buying. We all hope that 

the situation will gradually resolve itself 

and we can all look forward to a (near) 

normal life in the New Year.  

Secretary: Laura Salter  

email: lps4488@gmail.com 

Summer Show Secretary:  Kieth Pursey  

Email: keithloraine@btinternet.com   

01761 402640 

healthy lifestyle for all pets, and we 

believe their diet is the best place to 

start. All of our products are 100% 

natural and are free of any chemicals 

and nasty additives. 

We also have a keen interest in 

reducing plastic waste and the impact it 

has on the environment, which is why 

we are trying to encourage customers 

to bring along their own bags / 

containers to refill with the goodies 

from our shop (an airtight container is 

recommended for the dog treats as 

they have a strong smell which doesn’t 

agree well with the human nose). 

Our shop is dog-friendly so please bring 

them along with you if you visit.  

We have a lot of ideas to try and bring 

the community together including social 

walks from the shop on weekends and 

talks from a variety of Dog Trainers and 

behaviourists. 

We look forward to meeting you and 

your furry family. 

For anyone unable to visit our shop, 

please give us a call as we offer free 

delivery to residents of Timsbury or we 

have a click & collect option on our 

website: www.caninecraze-shop.com 
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 Green Pages 

By Bridget Newberry 
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A Message to Year 6 from Miss Morris 
 

Thank you for being such a fantastic 

class over the last two years. At the end 

of our time together in Year 5, I 

instantly asked to teach you for another 

year as I enjoyed the year so much.  

It has been a privilege to teach such a 

motivated, hard-working, kind and 

funny class. You all have your unique 

differences which make you so special 

and together you are a fantastic team.  

You have handled the difficulties which 

this year has thrown at you with 

maturity and an incredible amount of 

understanding. You have all matured so 

much and are ready to take on this next 

adventure. I hope you take your happy 

primary school memories with you on 

your journey and look back at this time 

fondly, remembering the laughs, the 

knowledge, the important lessons and 

the friends you have made. 

I wish you the best of luck at secondary 

school. I know you will make your 

families and St Mary’s proud, just as 

you have during your time at primary 

school. 

Good luck, Year 6! 

From your extremely proud teacher, 

Miss Morris 

 

 

St Mary’s Primary School 
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Y6 Leavers’ Poem by Cassidy 

 

Years and years of education, learning even more 

6 long terms but 2020 cut it down to four 

 

Leaving school is hard, you know 

Everyone has to go 

And I know that I’ll never forget 

Vocabulary, division is not the hardest yet 

Every year, every term, I took a great leap 

Rise to any challenge and obstacle I’d meet 

Some say goodbye but I say good luck 

 

Problems aren’t monsters, tell people when you’re stuck 

One at a time, we leave with pride 

Excellent steps into a stride 

My time here has come to an end 

Such a lot of luck to you I send 
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Timsbury Preschool 

By James Grant 

Chair of the Preschool Committee 

Timsbury Preschool is based at St 

Mary’s Primary School and runs as an 

independent charity for the community, 

to provide an environment for children 

over two to prepare to start school. 

 

We have had an eventful year in which 

we have said goodbye to two long 

standing and much loved staff Justine 

and Debbie. Vicky and Jess were 

welcomed just as we were all disrupted 

by COVID and subsequently lockdown. 

 

With manager Vanessa, deputy Kelli and 

preschool assistant Kim, they have kept 

the preschool open first for children of 

key workers and latterly for all children. 

 

As the year has come to an end we have 

said goodbye to all the children leaving 

to start at school next year. 

Unfortunately we have not been able to 

run our normal sports day and picnic 

but we  had a leavers lunch and book 

bag presentation for those going to St 

Mary's. Even so it has been a real shame 

that we have not been able to bring 

together children and parents and 

celebrate the end of their preschool 

year. 

 

As we look to next year, we will be 

opening initially Monday, Tuesday and 

Thursday 9.00am-3.00pm and Friday 

9.00am-12 noon.  

We have spaces available for these 

sessions and will look to open on 

Wednesday as soon as the  numbers 

allow. 

 

The preschool is run by a Management 

Committee which is required to be 

made up mostly of parents of children 

attending the preschool. 

In normal times we run fundraising to 

fund extra equipment for the children, 

and they really are fun and you're 

contributing to our community. 

Please think about volunteering as 

without you the Preschool would not be 

able to carry on in its current form. 

 

If you'd like to find out more about 

Preschool please email  

timsburypreschoolbath@gmail.com or 

visit our facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

timsburypreschool  
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The Timsbury Scarecrow Trail 

2020 
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More Scarecrow Entries 
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Timsbury Theatre Group 

By Peter Buchanan  

Despite the continuing problems 

caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, we 

are hoping to be able to stage 

something in December. At the 

moment, we don’t know if we will be 

permissible to stage a pantomime in 

the normal way, but we are going to 

prepare for that possibility while 

keeping other options in mind.  

 

Pantomime News 

We will be reading our chosen 

pantomime script “Aladdin” on Tuesday 

28th July, outdoors at the Conygre Hall 

at 7.30pm, weather permitting!  

Auditions will be held on Tuesday 4th 

and Thursday 6th August inside the hall, 

which is reopening on Monday 3rd 

August. If there’s anyone who’s 

interested in taking part but can’t 

attend on any of those dates (or would 

rather not), please contact the director 

Jo Whittock on 01761 472745 or email 

jowhittock1969@gmail.com 

 

The Vicar of Dibley Production 

We were unable to put on our planned 

April 2020 production of “The Vicar of 

Dibley”, due to the Covid-19 lockdown. 

Our current plan is to stage it at the end 

of March 2021, hopefully with the same 

excellent cast who were so 

disappointed when it had to be 

postponed.  

All tickets sold for April 2020 will be 

valid for the same day of the week in 

March 2021, although there may be 

revision of the seating plan if social 

distancing measures are still in force. 

For that reason, we cannot guarantee 

availability of tickets for March 2021 at 

this stage. If any ticket holder would 

like a refund, they should email 

timsburytheatre@gmail.com 

 

To find out more about the group, 

please visit our website 

www.thettg.org. You can also find us 

on Facebook. 

Happy 50th Birthday Gary! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy 50th Birthday Gary Reed 

 lots of love the Cruisers xx  
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Timsbury Natural History Group 

By Rod Bruce 

 

It’s not so long ago that, to see Red 

Kites, you had to travel to mid Wales 

and pay to visit a Farm where hides 

were in available.  You saw the 

spectacle of up to 60 of the species who 

turned up like clockwork to feast on the 

chicken carcasses provided by the 

owner.   

Nowadays however, such has been the 

spread of these spectacular birds, that 

almost daily you can see them, albeit in 

ones and twos, locally and over 

Timsbury itself. 

In the past seeing  Red Kites would have 

been, in all probability, an organised 

field trip. Even with the easing of the 

lockdown field trips cannot be arranged 

as car sharing doesn’t comply with 

social  distancing and therefore non 

drivers would be excluded.   

For those with transport we have been 

able to get fresh air and indulge 

ourselves by Bird watching and other 

Natural History interests. 

Timsbury Natural History Group will 

recommence indoor meetings when we 

can meet the conditions set by the 

Government and the Conygre Hall 

Committee. We have a Speaker lined up 

for the first meeting who can be 

available whenever that will be.  

There are two versions of 2021 

Calendars with photos taken by 

members, together with my own 

version with Local views.  I have also 

produced birthday cards at bargain 

prices! Remember proceeds help group 

funds and keeps subs down. 

We look forward to our 

recommencement. Social media is fine, 

but face to face meeting, albeit 

distanced, is preferable and desirable.  

Virtual hugs are no replacement for the 

real thing. I am in the position whereby 

I can enjoy them, sorry if that makes 

you envious! 
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Timsbury Guides and Rangers 

By Lisa Hegan 

 Guide and Ranger Leader, Timsbury Guides and Rangers 

I am sure many of you may have been 

members of the Guide and Scout 

movement in your lifetime and I 

thought you may be interested in 

finding out how we have adapted 

during Covid19 times. 

As a volunteer leader for over 30 years, 

I am used to trying new activities and 

experiences as the girls take the lead. In 

recent years this has included taking 

them to a festival, on a canal boat 

holiday, abseiling over a gorge and 

learning to crochet! I wasn’t expecting 

to learn how to take meetings online in 

a safe way in 2020. 

However, we have not missed a week 

since the 20th March when we first 

ventured online. We have made and 

tested flying paper aeroplanes, learnt 

how to stand up on a surf board, made 

bowls out of old magazines and held a 

virtual 36-hour camp over the VE Day 

weekend.  

Our Saturday Morning Kitchen cook 

along. with one of our young leaders, 

taught them how to make eggy bread 

followed by a contented silence as we 

all ate together. It was a joy! We have 

also enjoyed the collective toasting of 

marshmallows to make s’mores during 

our campfire. 

We decided to keep going over the 

school holidays. As leaders we feel that 

it is really important for the girls 

wellbeing to get together and have fun 

on a regular basis. It also is wonderful to 

see their lovely faces each week!  

Not all units are meeting online, some 

are sending out materials for the girls, 

due to leaders being key workers and 

not having the capacity to run virtual 

meetings. As volunteers, everyone is 

doing what they can. 

If you know any girls aged between 5 

and 18 who may like to be involved in 

our activities, then please do register 

them on Girlguiding Join Us or email me 

at timsburyguides@gmail.com 
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Brian Curtis 
It is with great sadness that I 

announce the death of my beloved 

husband Brian who I was married to for 

59 years.  

He leaves behind two nieces that he 

adored and their families. 

He sadly passed away peacefully, after a 

long illness, in his family home of 85 

years on the 23rd June 2020. 

Thank you to everyone for all the cards 

I’ve received and to the Doctors and 

Nurses of St. Mary’s surgery and to his 

carers. 

Barbara Curtis 

Kathleen Margaret Brown 

Kathleen (Kath) Margaret Brown, a long

-time resident of Timsbury, passed 

away peacefully in her sleep on 20th 

June at the Valley Lodge Nursing Home 

in Matlock, Derbyshire. 

Born in 1926 at Sliema, Malta to a naval 

family, Kath lived for many years in 

Weymouth where she worked in a Post 

Office.  With her husband, Donald, she 

owned Lennox Street Post Office and 

Stores and latterly ran a guest house.  

After moving to Warminster where she 

was a bank teller, she moved to 

Timsbury, where she and Don ran 

Timsbury Foodstore for 25 years.  

Kath was a volunteer for 30 years at the 

Gardening Club in the Timsbury 

Cheshire Home and spent many happy 

afternoons with its residents. 

Kath loved her garden and various 

clubs, she enjoyed ten-pin bowling, 

painting, knitting, sewing and cooking, 

but most of all she loved socialising with 

her family.  She had a big heart and a 

wonderful smile that could light up a 

room. 

She is survived by sisters, Sylvia, 

Barbara and Sheila, and children, 

Dianne, Donna and Chris, 9 

grandchildren and 7 Great 

Grandchildren who brought her great 

joy. 

A Memorial Service will be held later in 

the year at the South Road Methodist 

Church, Timsbury  
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Elaine Hale 
Visiting Chiropodist 

H. C. P. C. Registered 

29 Waterloo Road 

Radstock 

Bath 

BA3 3ER 
 

Tel: 01761 751596 
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Purnell Bowls Club 

Bristol Road, Paulton 

ONE OF THE PREMIER 

BOWLS CLUBS 

OF SOMERSET 

THIS IS WHAT YOU WILL GET : 

FREE TUITION 

ALL EQUIPMENT PROVIDED  

FREE OUTDOOR MEMBERSHIP FIRST 

YEAR 

PLAY ALL THE YEAR ROUND 

OUTDOOR IN THE SUN IN THE SUM-

MER 

INDOOR IN THE WARM IN THE WIN-

TER 

GREAT SOCIAL SIDE 

REGULAR ENTERTAINMENT 

FULLY STOCKED BAR WITH GREAT 

PRICES 

MAKE NEW FRIENDS  

For more information,  

      Ring Don: 01761-471019 
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Tree Top Logs 
 

Quality Seasoned  
Firewood 

 

Part & Full Loads  
Available 

 

Competitive Rates 
 

Call 01761 472140 

Monumental and Stone             
Masons 

 
Headstones, tablets, vases 
Cleaning, renovations and  

additional inscriptions 
 

Please contact us for a free quote  
And to see our full range of ser-

vices 
 

Showroom at Radstock Road 
Midsomer Norton 

BA3 2AA 
01761 412934 

www.hobbsmarbleandgranite.co.uk 

HOBBS                          

Marble and Granite Ltd 
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DRAGONFLY 

GARDENS  
 

Borders – Lawns – Hedges 

Fruit and Vegetables 

Problem areas cleared 

 

Emma Moffat 

07708 663275 

Timsbury and surrounds 
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