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Somer Valley Transport Strategy Consultation Nov2017 
 

Approved at Parish Council 6th November 2017 
 
In response to the draft report and technical document  

Somer Valley Transport Strategy - Summary Report 
Somer Valley Transport Strategy - Technical Supporting Report 

Comment on the strategy by completing a short questionnaire by 30th November. 
Queries contact the Transportation Planning Team on 01225 394 408 or 
via transportation@bathnes.gov.uk  Team Leader claire_cornelius@bathnes.gov.uk 

 
 

 

Timsbury Parish Council Comments 
 
Timsbury Parish Council supports the objectives set out in the Somer Valley Transport 
Strategy: 

 
• Improving the quality of life for local residents; 

• Improving road safety for all users; 
• Promoting sustainable mobility where possible; 
• Maintaining and enhancing the local environment; 

• Addressing the needs of people with mobility impairments; 
• Improving access to employment in Bath and Bristol; and 

• Improving access to local facilities by walking and cycling (employment, learning, 
training, retail, leisure, bus stops). 

 

However, the projects listed in the Delivery Plan do nothing to achieve these objectives for 
the residents of Timsbury. In particular, they do not reduce car dependency and do not 

make things safer or more accessible for pedestrians. 
 
Timsbury has employment and services for its residents and surrounding villages, and so is 

graded as an RA1 village for development in the B&NES Placemaking Plan. There are 
shops, the school, cafes, a garage, leisure facilities, 2 community halls, premises with 

businesses and care homes. Also, many care workers visit homes. 
 

To provide anything of value to the residents of Timsbury the Delivery Plan should be 
amended to include 2 Projects as follows: 
 

Walking 
 

Improvements to the pedestrian environment in Timsbury to ensure safety, promote 
sustainable mobility and improve access when walking to local facilities for employment, 
learning, training, shopping, leisure and buses. Particular attention should be paid to 

pavements in North Road (alongside the Seven Stars pub) and The Avenue (at the bend) 
and to crossing at the junction of The Avenue and South Road. 

 
It takes 20 minutes for an able-bodied person to walk from some of the edges of the 
village to the shops and facilities. For people with mobility impairments this journey is 

longer, unsafe or impossible because many of the pavements are substandard, being 
narrow, having steep cambers and/or being in bad condition. Also, many crossings are 

dangerous and below B&NES’s standard. Details are illustrated in the Appendix below. 

http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/siteimages/Parking-and-Travel/final_draft_somer_valley_transport_strategy_-_non_technical_report_oct_17.pdf
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/siteimages/Parking-and-Travel/final_draft_somer_valley_transport_strategy_-_supporting_document_oct_17.pdf
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/consultations/somer-valley-transport-strategy
mailto:transportation@bathnes.gov.uk
mailto:claire_cornelius@bathnes.gov.uk
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Passenger Transport Services 

 
Improved rural bus services. Although some bus stops have been upgraded, recently 

bus services have been reduced for Timsbury and the surrounding villages and hamlets. If 
car dependency is to be reduced these services must be enhanced. A low-level service is 
not a service and their use may steadily decline, so risking losing them completely. Items 

SV18, 19 and 23 outline the status quo and will not change travel choices in the area. 
 

Villagers working in Bath, Keynsham or Bristol are virtually car-dependent due to 
infrequent and inconveniently-timed services. For the same reasons people coming into the 
village to work in the shops, the school, cafes, the garage, leisure facilities and care 

homes, have use cars generating traffic and congestion in the village, if they have one. 
 

The Draft Strategy and the B&NES Core Strategy notes the car dependency of the area. 
The Placemaking Plan includes sites in Timsbury to provide a further 50 housing units and 
employment space over the next 10 years on the B3115 main road. 

 
The West of England Transport Study/Strategy currently does not include anything to 

improve the situation in Timsbury. 
 

The 178 bus service to Bristol and Midsomer Norton is hourly and does not run late in the 
evening or on Sundays. There is a lot of employment in Keynsham and Bristol which is 
outside these hours. 

 
The 179 bus service to Bath and Midsomer Norton is every two hours and there is currently 

no service on Monday to Friday between 7.45am and 9.42am, making it inconvenient for 
work purposes. There is a very limited service on Sundays when people work in the retail, 
care services, tourism, leisure and hospitality sectors. 

 
The twice a day 768 bus service, which had been well used by many residents with mobility 

challenges in the Greenvale estate, now no longer goes to Bath and no longer provides an 
adequate service within the village. 
 

Other aspects: 
 

Public Car Parking 
 
There is a B&NES public car parking off the High Street with no spare capacity, 

supplemented by one retailer’s car park. On-street parking is at capacity in the village 
centre, especially overnight. Car ownership and demand for on-street parking will grow 

unless bus services are improved to a viable level. 
 
Cycling 

 
There is an active Timsbury Cycle Group whose members cycle mainly for leisure purposes. 

Although cycling is encouraged it is not a popular or viable option for everyday travel for 
most residents and visitors due to the risks posed by rural roads and distances to 
destinations. 
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Appendix on Pedestrian Safety & Accessibility 

 
The following examples and captions illustrate some of the main problems for pedestrians 

in Timsbury. These would not be acceptable in any town in B&NES or the Somer Valley. 
 
Because of the poor state of pedestrian facilities, many elderly residents and parents with 

children who have cars choose to drive rather than walk to the shops, school and other 
facilities. In places, those using wheeled walkers and mobility scooters are unable to use 

pavements and have to travel in the road. 
 
These problems have been identified with B&NES Highways Team and detailed solutions 

must be included in the Somer Valley Transport Strategy if they are to be implemented. 
 

B3115 / North Road across the village 
 

   
 

This is the main route through the village along which 2/3rds of the village have to walk to 
many facilities and the school. It is too narrow, only 0.6 metres in places, and has a steep 

camber. There have been many reports of pedestrians being hit by wing mirrors and so 
many residents avoid walking along it. It is particularly bad for mobility impaired, many of 

whom are forced to walk or wheel in the road on this B road. 
 

B3115 / North Road pedestrian crossing 

 

   
This is a key crossing for a route across the village. A speed table is required to slow traffic, 

reduce risk to pedestrians and make it at-grade for mobility impaired. 
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The Avenue 

 

 
The pavement is very narrow and puts pedestrians at risk when crossing over from a 

housing estate, and from vehicles passing close by. 
 

The Avenue / South Road Junction 

 

 
Provision of central reservation and extended pavements are required to make this very 

wide crossing viable for mobility impaired and safe for all pedestrians. 
 

South Road / North Road B3115 up to junction 

 

    
There is a lack of provision for pedestrians in South Road in the lead up to this junction. 
Some type of white lining provision is required at least. South Road is used for commuter 

traffic through and around the village. 
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B3115 Hayeswood Road / The Avenue junction 

 

 
 

In addition to the regular accidents at this main road junction, pedestrians have difficulty 
crossing the road. There is no pavement on the south side at all. Combined with the narrow 
pavement along the Avenue, those with mobility impairments avoid this completely and are 

unable to access the recreation area. The junction needs to be at least a Stop-signed 
junction or perhaps a mini-roundabout. 

 
High Street and Newmans Lane 

 

   
 
These sub-standard pavements are main pedestrian routes through the centre of the old 

village. They are unusable by many and force the mobility impaired to walk or wheel in the 
road. These would not be acceptable in any town in B&NES. 
 

Timsbury Parish Council 
November 2017 


