
Timsbury Pedestrian Safety & Accessibility 
Assessment of Proposed Improvements Oct. 2017  

 
The aim is to improve the ‘pedestrian safety and accessibility’, rather than ‘road safety’, in 

the village by reducing the perceived and actual risks that discourage people from walking 
through the village to shops, to the school etc.  
 

NORTH ROAD 
 

Proposals for action below follow a site meeting with Stefan Chiffers of B&NES 5th Oct. 2017. 
 

The meeting focused on the narrow pavement outside the Seven Stars pub and the crossing 
from Chapel Walk. Although the hazard white lines may have improved the safety 
substantial risks remain; the closeness to vehicles, being hit by wing mirrors, and 

congestion, rather than vehicle speeds. 
 

Some solutions were discussed which have been looked at before but with some new details 
which we hope that B&NES will be able to progress. 
 

1. Give Way Scheme 
 

The road is currently effectively an informal ‘give way’ arrangement as the road is narrow, 
and at 5m is not wide enough to formally be a 2way road – the central white line was 
previously removed. The scheme will formalise this to a ‘give way to oncoming vehicles’.  

 
Design for signage and a stop line for ‘give way to oncoming vehicles’ from BOTH directions 

and to widen the pavement to eg 1.5m on the north side and add a small one on south side, 
and make the passing area for 1 vehicle only. This is the same as in Chew Stoke. 
 

East End 
• Stop line and sign1 opposite entrance to the pub, with advance warning sign2 by the 

Coop, if need be. 
• Parking restrictions in the 3 spaces outside 3-5 North Road cottages, using either single 

yellow lines with no parking eg 8-9.30 and 3-6pm or 8am-6pm Monday to Friday, or 

double yellow lines no parking. 
 

West End 
• Stop line and sign3 before Tabor Farm entrance, with possible additional sign4 further 

west, if needed. 

• Parking restrictions of the 3 informal spaces outside hairdresser and back of Tabor 
church, using parking restriction as above. 

 
The challenges are: 

• Key question of permission and where to place sign1 at west end of private parking 

bay of Derwent House, or can it be just on the highway? 

• The part- or full-time loss of 6 parking spaces for businesses and residents is a 
concern. Support of pedestrians, parents of school children, elderly and disabled and 

others in the village would have to be gained by allowing the current problems to be 
expressed and even measured. 

• Financing £20-30,000, though funds could be saved up over time eg CIL/PC money. 
Feasibility design SC said costs could be as high as £5000. 

 

A temporary trial could be planned, though it would cost nearly as much anyway. 



2. Pavement Repair/Improvement 

 
The pavement between entrances to the pub and Tabor Farm is too narrow and has an 

unsafe sideways camber. This could be repaired / improved to be flat and wider at the 
narrowest section by raising the kerb stones and to be in line with the white lines i.e. about 
25cms further out. 

 
White lines showing narrowing to be installed also. 

 
2 cars could still pass but when 2 vans or 1 lorry coms they would have to give way more 
than at present. However, bad congestion only happens a small number of times a day. 

 
This proposal would be much cheaper and faster to install, perhaps not needing a Traffic 

Regulation Order or consultation, and with no loss of parking. 
 
3. Replace the pavement with a shared space path. 

 
If neither of the options above are viable could the pavement be replaced by a wide shared 

space path painted and with a wide white line? 
 

4. Raised Crossing opposite Chapel Walk entrance 
 
Whichever of the options above are achieved, a raised crossing needs to be installed in this 

position at the same or other time as it is the main pedestrian route across the village. The 
exact design, gradient and height would be a compromise between reducing speed and 

ensuring low additional noise levels. White lining/painting would support the visual impact. 
 

SOUTH ROAD/CHURCH HILL JUNCTION 
 
The junction is used as part of a key through route for traffic. Previous incidents and 

meetings have identified that pedestrian safety and accessibility need to be improved at this 
junction to encourage safe walking by many residents and children from the south east of 

the village.  
 
The design should include: 

• Installing a Stop sign and line, replacing the Give Way. 
• Installing of pedestrian refuge in the middle. 

• Extending the South Road pavements from the east and from the west. The land on 
both sides is confirmed as owned by B&NES. 

 

These proposals have been made to B&NES and we are waiting for news of action. 
 

NORTH ROAD/THE AVENUE JUNCTION 
 

Recent incidents have been reported to the Parish Council about this junction involving 
accidents and many near misses which are not reported or recorded as serious injuries or 
deaths. This known hazardous junction is also a key pedestrian route from the south of the 

village to the recreation field and Conygre Hall and pedestrians are at great risk or avoid the 
route altogether. 

 
Initial action should include converting the junction from a Give Way to a Stop from The 
Avenue and Bloomfield Road. Further issues may be raised when the derelict land adjacent 

to the junction is developed - ‘Wheelers Yard’ which is included as the B&NES Local Plan for 
development. 



FUNDING SOURCES 
 
B&NES or DfT Transport and road safety Strategies. 

 
Plans such as this along with other schemes in the village should be included in the Somer 

Valley Transport Strategy, which B&NES is consulting on. 
 
Safer Routes to School allocations from various sources including the Parking Revenue. 

 
Community Infrastructure Levy funds of the Parish Council, if available bearing in mind other 

planned commitments such as Play Area equipment replacement and setting up a 
Community Hub / Library. 
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