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Minutes of Parish Council Meeting 

Monday 5th October 2015, 7:30pm 
 Tyning Room, Conygre Hall  

 

Ref. Item Minute Action 
 Present: In the Chair, Veronica Packham. Ray Merchant, Sue Langdon, 

Rob Young, Sheila Clarke, Dave Lorriman, David Collett, Josie 
Pownall and Janet Durk. 

 

3902 1. Welcome and 
Apologies 

The Chairman welcomed all those attending. 
Apologies received and approved from Derek Wheeler and 
Mike Horler. 
Resignation received from Laura Hilton. 

 

3903 2. Declarations No declarations of interest  

3904 3. Minutes The minutes of the meeting on 7th September 2015 at 
Conygre Hall were reviewed and approved 

 
 

3905 4. Matters Arising 
 

 JD confirmed that CURO have given permission for the 
floral butterfly to be re-sited in Conygre Green. SC is in 
contact with Matt Soames of B&NES who can give advice 
about the appropriate planting for it. 

 The Clerk has written to B&NES for guidance on 
upgrading Parish Council street lights to LED bulbs. 

 Jessica Weymouth of B&NES Street lighting has clarified 
that the telegraph pole at the entrance to Conygre Hall 
should have 2 lamps attached, 1 owned by B&NES and 1 
by the Parish Council. Clerk to contact Western Power 
regarding replacement 

 

 
 

SC 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 

Clerk 

3906 5. Reports  VP and the Clerk attended the ALCA meeting of 23rd 
September, where Andy Thomas of B&NES described the 
commitment to local community issues, and ALCA 
Chairman Bob Symons emphasised that they are keen to 
work more closely with NALC. More local councils have 
re-joined the organisation following improvements, which 
will keep subscription costs down. 

 VP also attended the ALCA AGM of 3rd October, noting no 
increase in the subscription, with a very interesting 
introductory talk on 1930s plans for Bristol by 
Abercrombie which included Bath and other local areas. 
The plans envisaged creating ring roads around Bristol but 
were interrupted by WWII, and included estimations of 
the population increase which have proved to be correct 
within 50,000. These plans had a striking relevance to the 
modern West of England Joint Spatial Plan (JSP), covering 
a great many of the same issues. 

 
 
 



TIMSBURY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES  - 5th OCTOBER 2015 
Page 2 of 7 

 The Finance Committee meeting of 28th September 
confirmed that half-year spending was on track as per 
projections. 

 VP and SC attended the Somer Valley Chamber of 
Commerce meeting of 29th September, noting that some 
of Timsbury’s smaller businesses would potentially find it 
of benefit, with advice, special access to databases, local 
lobbying, sponsorship, and networking events. SC 
suggested that local sole traders and small businesses 
may benefit from organising a further meeting with Cllr 
Paul Myers. 

 Community Payback sessions to date (8th and 22nd 
September) have focused on the Triangle, the Miners 
Garden and Newmans Lane. It may be prudent to procure 
large green waste wheelie if it is possible to store them; 
the Clerk will ask the Conygre Trust. Future work has been 
requested for the cemetery, the alley by St. Mary’s Close, 
other any other ideas to be emailed to the Clerk. RY 
suggested that the path across the field above Crocombe 
could benefit from strimming. 

3907 6. Clerk’s Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 B&NES are planning to install a new highway drainage 
system to remove standing water affecting a stretch of 
Bath Road between Radford Hill and Mill Lane, crossing 
the parish borders of Paulton and Timsbury. Precise dates 
still to be confirmed but likely to be mid-November 

 Two new Amberol litter bins have been delivered to the 
Clerk and have since been taken to Conygre Hall for 
installation on the recreation field 

 Patricia Vincent of B&NES Environmental Services is 
reviewing the Parish Sweeper Scheme and will be 
meeting with the Clerk to discuss arrangements in 
Timsbury on 6th October 

 Steve Simmons of B&NES Highways has confirmed that 
the hole left by the damaged traffic bollard in the High 
Street will be filled and made good on 6th October 

 There will be a Bookstart Bear Mobile Library event at 
both the pre-school and Conygre Hall on 22nd October 

 
 
 

3908 7a. Planning 
Correspondence 

 Simon de Beer of B&NES Planning Dept. has forwarded a 
briefing note on the status of the West of England Joint 
Spatial Plan 

 Maria Lucas of B&NES Democratic Services has sent 
advice for granting dispensations to councillors voting on 
the Neighbourhood Plan 
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3909 7b. B&NES 
decisions 

15/02802/FUL 
Mr & Mrs M Newnes 
1 Somerset Folly,  
Timsbury BA2 0HD 
Creation of new vehicular access and hardstanding - 
PERMITTED 
 
15/03099/TPO 
Mr Andrew Baker 
Parish's House,  
Hook,  
Timsbury BA2 0ND 
Removal of 26 trees and pruning of 3 trees – CONSENT 
 
15/03582/FUL 
Mr Simon Roper 
Jullin,  
Crocombe Lane,  
Timsbury BA2 0JW 
Erection of two storey rear extension - PERMITTED 
 

 

3910 7c. Applications to 
Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

15/04057/FUL 
Mr & Mrs R Lewis 
Kenwood,  
High Street,  
Timsbury BA2 0HT 
Erection of single storey rear extension and detached garage 
Council voted unanimously to recommend approval of this 
application 
 
15/04226/FUL 
Mr Phil Alton 
16 Bloomfield Close,  
Timsbury BA2 0LP 
Erection of a two storey side extension to include external 
ancillary works 
Council voted unanimously to recommend approval of this 
application 
 
15/03282/FUL 
Mr Davie MacDonald 
Parcel 8780,  
Mill Lane, Radford 
Timsbury BA2 
Change of use of land to a private gypsy and traveller caravan 
site consisting of 1 x mobile home, 1 x touring caravan and 
associated development.  
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The Council agreed to suspend the session to hear comments 
from the public gallery. 
SESSION SUSPENDED: 
Mr MacDonald (the applicant) explained that although he has 
lived in various locations around Britain, he has resided in the 
South West for the majority of his life, and wishes to remain 
in this area to be near his daughter. He originally identified 
this plot of land in 2005 and purchased it from the estate of 
the late owner. At that time B&NES had no alternative 
traveller sites available but this plot meets 96% of the criteria 
for sites of this type, which informed his decision to purchase. 
He also owns a plot toward Farmborough which although 
flatter and in some ways preferable, fulfills fewer criteria. The 
prospective design includes a walled yard with a composting 
toilet and sealed septic tank. Telegraph poles have been 
erected around the site with rambling roses growing between 
them. 
 
Mr Richard Fox of Radford Mill Farm then described how his 
own land surrounds Mr MacDonald’s by about 96%. He noted 
that the existing access to the proposed site is disliked by 
B&NES Highways, and that there would be drainage issues as 
the hard standing is situated on a slope. He mentioned 
Jenny’s Path, an accessible and very popular PROW forming 
part of the Limestone link, from which this proposal will be 
clearly visible. It is also on the edge of the Somersetshire Coal 
Canal on what would be the only possible route closest to 
that of the original. He expressed concern that development 
here may pose an exponential residential threat. 
 
Mrs Walton, a representative of the Somersetshire Coal Canal 
Society (SCCS), spoke in support of Mr MacDonald proposing 
that the application should not in fact affect the course of the 
canal, and noting that the applicant has worked with the 
Society in this regard. In her view he would make every effort 
to screen development and shield the footpath. She 
emphasised that this would be a one man home rather than a 
settlement. Mrs Walton also read out a letter from Patrick 
Moss of the SCCS supporting the application. 
 
Mr Jefferies, whose home and business is located directly 
opposite the proposed plot also spoke in support of the 
application, stating that he believes Mr MacDonald to be a 
good, well-intentioned man who will encourage 
redevelopment of the canal. 
 
DC queried the telegraph poles; Mr MacDonald responded 
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that they are for the rambling roses which will form the wall 
around the site, and that the roses are fast growing. He 
added that the spare caravan currently on the site would be 
temporary, and that the seemingly abandoned digger was 
broken and would be removed at a later date. 
 
DL queried the drainage and access arrangements; Mr 
MacDonald responded that the land is not sealed so water 
should soak away before it reaches the canal. Highways have 
taken issue with the access based on the central Government 
Design Manual for Roads & Bridges (DMRB), which he 
believes should not be applicable in this case, and remains a 
live issue with the Highways Officer. He also clarified that the 
wall in the proposal would be natural stone.  
 
RM expressed concerned around the apparent lack of 
cohesion with Canal Society aspirations, challenging Mr 
McDonald and Mr Fox about it. 
 
Prompted by SL, Mr MacDonald confirmed that he does 
currently live on the piece of land in question, protecting the 
existing structures. The mobile home would be for his own 
use, as would be any associated development. A query was 
raised regarding the potential of increased traffic on the road 
to Paulton; it would still be within legitimate limits for this 
type of lane.  
 
JP enquired after the water supply, would it come from the 
natural well? Mr MacDonald stated that he could in fact 
connect to a mains supply. VP asked for Mr Fox’s view; he 
noted that the well falls under the jurisdiction of the Coal 
Board, adding that the applicant cannot have a mains supply 
unless it runs through his land, which would not be possible. 
SC queried the septic tank which would be situated on a 
slope; both the applicant and Mr Jefferies contended that any 
waste could run into the canal. 
 
Council voted with 4 in support of the application, 1 
objection, and 4 abstentions. Any recommendation for 
approval should be subject to no further increase in no. of 
dwellings and appropriate conditions to the access of the 
site.  
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3911 8. 20mph Scheme 
 

 B&NES have supplied a revised 20mph proposal for 
consultation which can be summarised as follows; 

i. The build-out has been removed between Hook 
and the junction of North Road with South Road. 

ii. A flat-top hump is proposed East of the junction of 
North Road with South Road (before the junction 
with Lansdown Crescent). 

iii. Two flat-top humps are proposed on South Road; 
outside the property Mount Lavinia and adjacent 
to the entrance to Homefields. 

iv. The 20mph limit has been extended along South 
Road going West just past Greenhill House. 

v. Two flat-top humps are proposed on The Avenue 
just North of the junction with the High Street and 
the junction of St.Mary’s Close. 

vi. Conygre Crossroads remain at 30mph. 
vii. Lippiatt Lane remains at 30mph. 

 VP noted that there is no guarantee of implementing the 
scheme either this financial year or next. The Clerk will 
ascertain whether the road beyond Crocombe toward 
North has been adopted by B&NES  

 Clerk to purchase post-it notes and stationery supplies for 
the Village Consultation events which have been arranged 
for the 7th and 10th of October. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

3912 9. Timsbury Post 
Office 

 Sue Walker of Timsbury Environment Group raised 
concerns about the inaccurate car parking information 
supplied with the re-location proposal, which has only 
just been corrected today. VP confirmed that the Parish 
Council are happy to gather responses to the Post Office 
relocation as part of the Village Traffic Consultations on 
7th and 10th October.  The Parish Council and the 
Environment Group are both requesting more detailed 
discussion with local groups and organisations including 
Timsbury Road Safety Group. 

 The Council considered the draft consultation response, 
agreeing with all the points listed. The Clerk will submit 
the response electronically. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

3913 10. Report from 
the District 
Councillor 

 A new waste bin has been installed in South Road by the 
telephone kiosk to replace the rusted one 

 Cllr Deacon is in discussions with Western Power 
Distribution concerning power cuts and dips in supply to 
Timsbury 

 Cllr Deacon held a meeting with Wayne Honey of B&NES 
concerning cleansing issues within the village including 
foliage at Hook, drainage at Homefield and overgrown 
saplings in Church Lane 
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3914 11. 
Correspondence 

 Peter Buchanan has emailed to thank the Council for the 
new litter bins and for agreeing to pay for works to trees 
on the recreation field 

 Mrs Rita Woolley has written to thank the Council for 
their donation of £150 toward the running costs of the 
Timsbury Over 60’s Club’s community vehicle  

 Mike Plows of the Volunteer Centre has been in contact 
regarding an opportunity to participate in the Council 
Snow Warden Scheme, where a nominated Warden and 
Deputy Warden would be trained, supplied with a push-
along gritter, a pallet of grit salt and the requisite 
insurance; details to be referred to the Streets & Safety 
Committee for consideration at their next meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Streets 
& Safety 

3915 12. Finance  The Clerk read out expenditure for the previous month 
(see attachment), which was approved by the Council 

 Zurich Insurance have emailed to advise that following 
the Chancellor’s Summer Budget, the rate of Insurance 
Premium Tax from will increase from 6% to 9.5% from the 
1st November 2015, applying to all insurance premiums 
after this date 

 

3916 16. Matters of 
Interest 

 JD noted that a number of trees have been removed on 
Priors Hill approximately halfway down; Clerk to clarify. 

 Somer Valley Forum AGM, 6th October (Peasedown) 

 20mph Open Sessions; 7th October (6-8pm) and 10th 
October (10-12noon) 

 Fun Day Quiz, 18th October 

 Parishes Liaison, 21st October (Keynsham) 

 Connecting Communities for Parish Clerks, 22nd October 
(Hollies, Norton) 
 

 
Clerk 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10:05pm 

 
Chairman:  ___________________________________________________ 

Date:  ________________ 
 

ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA SHOULD BE RECEIVED BY: 
 October 25th  

 
THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE  

Monday November 2nd at 7:30pm 

  


