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Minutes of Parish Council Meeting 

Monday 6th October 2014,  7:30pm 
 Tyning Room, Conygre Hall  

 

Ref. Item Minute Action 

 Present: In the Chair, Veronica Packham. Derek Wheeler, Eric 
Potter, Rob Young, Ray Merchant, Sue Langdon, 
Michael Horler, Dave Naismith, Sheila Clarke, Doug 
Deacon and Marilyn Deacon. 

 

3725 1. Welcome and 
Apologies 

The Chairman welcomed all those attending (no 
apologies).  
The Council observed a minute’s silence for David 
James, who passed away on the 25th September 2014. 
The Chairman confirmed that David’s Memorial Service 
would be held on Thursday 9th October at St. Mary’s 
Church. 

 

3726 2. Declarations No declarations of interest  

3727 3. Minutes The minutes of the meetings held on September 1st and 
September 15th at Conygre Hall were reviewed and 
approved 

 
 

3728 4. Matters 
Arising 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 Any suggestions for naming the wood on Deekes 
Hill should be forwarded to the Clerk 

 Interest has been shown in the distribution role 
advertised in the October newsletter; the Council 
agreed that the Editor should select a candidate to 
recommend to Council, who can then be appointed 
at the November 3rd meeting 

 Although the recent loss of David James leaves a 
vacancy on the Council, it was agreed that with only 
a few months to go before the 2015 elections, 
recruitment should be put on hold 

 The Chairman noted an extremely good service and 
lunch for the village WW1 Centenary 
commemoration, though a small showing for 
Councillors. B&NES Chairman Councillor Veal and 
Somerset County Chairman of the Royal British 
Legion, Mr Duddridge, were impressed by the 
events and enjoyed their visit 

 The Placemaking drop-in information session 
scheduled for October 23rd has been cancelled 
owing to a delay in feedback from B&NES 

 
 

3729 5. Reports  VP reported on the ALCA meeting of September 
24th, where it was agreed that Government, Local 
Authority and Parish Councils elections would all 
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take place on the same day in May 2015. Good 
Councillor training sessions were discussed but 
Timsbury will be in a better position to take 
advantage of these next year. Compton Dando 
Parish raised a complaint regarding the timings of 
consultation periods for responding to planning 
applications. There was also a short discussion on 
possible topics for the forthcoming Parishes Liaison 
meeting on 22nd October 

 SC reported on the the North Road traffic workshop 
held on September 26th with Stefan Chiffers of 
B&NES, initiated by Timsbury Road Safety Group 
and the Roads & Transport sub-committee.  
Clarification was needed to establish ownership of 
the frontage to McColls. Stefan agreed to liaise with 
the manager of the Co-op regarding parking and 
delivery issues, and would investigate the feasibility 
of installing a raised platform pedestrian crossing 
by Chapel Walk. Various suggestions had been 
made to address parking issues but each one had 
more weaknesses than strengths. The group agreed 
that local solutions and informal arrangements 
should be used where possible. VP clarified that 
owing to the difficulty installing traffic controls, the 
focus remained on pedestrian safety. 
EP confirmed that the frontage to McColls is in 
private ownership. 
MH raised the issue of widening the pavement by 
the Seven Stars; SC responded that this had been 
discussed and that details would be included in the 
meeting minutes. 

 VP summarised the Finance Committee meeting of 
September 29th noting that current and projected 
spending were on target, with an apparent end-of-
year deficit in the newsletter budget now corrected 
to reflect 11 issues per year rather than 12. 

 

3730 6. Clerk’s Report  To date only 6 written recommendations have been 
received in support of the nomination of the Seven 
Stars as a Community Asset; many more are 
needed to assure a successful nomination. The 
Clerk urged Councillors to write individually and to 
encourage friends and neighbours to do the same 
One anonymous letter of complaint regarding noise 
and litter from the pub has also been received 
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 During the WW1 Centenary commemoration event, 
Timsbury Royal British Legion received donations in 
excess of £200 toward the Poppy Appeal 

 The Clerk has been advised by Graham Nicholls that 
Western Power have finally resolved the on-going 
issue of overgrown foliage obscuring the streetlight 
adjacent to his home 

 Following a complaint about the lack of signage on 
the PROW footpath through Lime Kiln Farm, the 
Clerk has contacted Sheila Petherbridge of B&NES 
who has since made a  site visit and supplied new 
signs to the land owner 

3731 7a. Planning 
Correspondence 

The Clerk noted that 2 new planning applications are 
listed on the B&NES Planning Portal which require a 
response by the 30th October. The Council agreed to 
defer comments until the 3rd November meeting to 
allow representation. 

 

3732 7b. B&NES 
decisions 

None 
 

 

3733 7c. Applications 
to Council 

14/03656/FUL 
Mr and Mrs Wilcox 
67 Lansdown Crescent 
Timsbury 
BA2 0JX 
Erection of two storey side extension following 
demolition of single storey side building 
Council voted to recommend approval with 11 in 
favour and 1 abstention 

 
 

3734 8. 
Neighbourhood 
Plan 

 Although the minutes of the September 9th Steering 
Group meeting were approved, VP noted that 
following subsequent developments, much of that 
meeting’s discussion was now redundant. The focus 
turned to the meeting with Julie O’Rourke (JOR) on 
October 1st; re-scheduled following an original date 
of August 27th, and since which time the goalposts 
had appeared to move constantly. JOR had been 
unable to give the Steering Group any specific 
information regarding Timsbury’s Placemaking 
document, advising that a more general area-wide 
document would be sent out to all parishes on 
Friday 3rd; to date this has not been received. The 
Steering Group had responded angrily to this news 
and requested an urgent meeting with Simon de 
Beer of B&NES to express their concerns about 
changes and delays to the process. Without 
feedback, we lack the necessary information to 
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inform the mooted drop-in Information event 
scheduled for October 23rd. It appears that B&NES 
plan to host an area-wide consultation on their 
“options paper” for up to 10 villages in one venue. 
The Steering Group would insist that any 
consultation meeting for Placemaking should be 
held in Timsbury.  VP added that it was impossible 
to make progress under current conditions. 

 The Council discussed recommended revisions to 
the Local Green Spaces designation list included in 
the Placemaking document: B&NES have now 
confirmed that Placemaking policies will form part 
of the Neighbourhood Plan, and of the referendum 
to validate it. St. Mary’s school playing field and the 
VIOS section of Tim5 were not previously 
mentioned as they are already specified in the 2009 
Local Plan. We are now advised that these are to be 
revised and integrated into the new plan. The 
school playing field should be included as it fulfils 
relevant NPPF criteria. The steering group also 
recommend including the Eastern section of Tim5, 
the Western section directly behind The Mead. (A 
diagram was distributed among the Council).  
EP queried the inclusion of the playing field, noting 
the existing planning use as a school field; DD 
added that is classified as SR1A. VP assured the 
Council that we simply desire protection of this 
field under the revised Plan. EP and RM countered 
that the field is larger than required for an 
Infant/Junior school. The steering group will 
therefore need to ascertain B&NES approach to re-
designating SR1A sites and consider this at the 
November meeting 

 The Council agreed that The Triangle should be 
removed from Local Green Space recommendations 
since it could not be defined as “demonstrably 
special” as per NPPF criteria 

 It was suggested that the woodland area to the 
West of Southlands Drive be recommended as a 
Local Green Space; the Council voted to approve. 
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3735 9. 
Correspondence 

 Children’s Hospice South West have written to 
thank the Council for their donation of £25 

 CPRE Avonside have invited members of the 
Council to a ‘Concrete or Countryside’ Event on 23rd 
October where 6 prospective Parliamentary 
Candidates for the various parties will discuss their 
views on the NPPF, transport and sustainable 
energy 

 A further letter has been received from B&NES 
Transport & Planning confirming forthcoming bus 
stop improvements for Bloomfield Road 

 
 

3736 10. Finance The Clerk read out expenditure for the previous month 
(see attachment), which was approved by the Council 

 
 

3737 11. Internal 
Auditor’s Report 

The Council reviewed Audit Recommendations as 
follows; 
A1 to A4, to be implemented soon:- 
(A1) Amend the Assets Register to include the Parish 
Council’s street lights and the Telephone Kiosk; 
The Clerk has received confirmation that Parish-owned 
streetlights and the red telephone kiosk are of 
negligible value, though these shall be added to the 
register for completeness 
(A2) Prepare the required Freedom of Information 
Publication Scheme; To be completed for the 
November meeting 
(A3) Amend the Dispensations Procedure to specify 
that the granting of Dispensations is to be done by the 
Parish Council, not by the Proper Officer; 
Dispensations will in future be granted by the Council 
(A4) Clarify the invoicing of the recent Play Area 
repairs, especially with regard to the VAT element; 
The invoice for the play area remains outstanding 
pending a response to our queries 
P1 to P5, to pursue;_ 
(P1) In slow(ish) time, reduce the level of (public 
money) bank balances held, in relation to the Precept; 
Reduction of bank balances remains on-going 
(P2) Update the Parish Council’s website with the 
Registers of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests; These will 
be updated in full following the May 2015 elections 
(P3) Establish a stand-alone Local Government Act 
1972 section 137 record; This is now in place 
(P4) Pass Resolutions that the Parish Council will 
comply with the relevant sections of; 
The Crime and Disorder Act 1998 – esp. section 17 
The Data Protection Act 1998 – esp. section 18 
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The Freedom of Information Act 2000 – esp. section 19 
The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 
2006 – esp. section 40 
The Equalities Act 2010. 
Resolutions to comply with these Acts will be dealt with 
in due course 
(P5) A “Being a Good Councillor” session “At Your 
Place”, possibly in conjunction with Combe Hay and 
Hinton Charterhouse Parish Councils; to be pursued 
following the May 2015 elections 
C Recommendations for consideration:- 
(C1) Prepare for the eventual demise of the Mobile 
Library service; The Council will remain vigilant for 
changes to this service 

3738 12. District 
Councillor 
Exchange 

 DD noted the future replacement of bus shelters as 
discussed earlier in the meeting. He added that he 
is currently looking into re-surfacing for the 
Timsbury end of Hayeswood Road, and continues to 
liaise with B&NES regarding the poor quality of the 
road surface in Greenvale Close 

 SC inquired after news on extending the gritting 
route on South Road by the Cheshire Home; DD 
agreed to chase B&NES for a further response 

 DW enquired about white lines on South Road near 
the junction with Radford Hill 

 

3739 13. Matters of 
Interest 

 The Clerk is unavailable to attend the Somer Valley 
Forum meeting, SC may attend to raise the South 
Road gritting issue 

 VP will attend the Parishes Liaison meeting on 22nd 
October 

 The AED Locator (defibrillator) presentation will be 
moved to 7pm, prior to the start of the November 
Council meeting 

 EP queried the Cemetery Grant of £1500 per 
annum; VP clarified that B&NES are unable to help 
with costs until it becomes a ‘closed’ cemetery 

 EP suggested that the Conygre Trust should 
advertise the recreation ground and promote it to 
generate income toward monthly field 
maintenance costs 

 DW enquired after fresh supplies of grit, noting that 
half a pallet remains in storage from last winter 

 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:40pm 
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Chairman:  ___________________________________________________ 

Date:  ________________ 

 
 

ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA SHOULD BE RECEIVED BY: 
 October 26th   

 
 

THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE  
Monday 3rd November at 7pm 


