
Timsbury Parish Council Meeting 

6
th
 February 2012 

 

Present: In the Chair: Councillor Veronica Packham 

  Cllrs Doug Deacon, Marilyn Deacon, Keith Galpin, James Hall, David  

 James, Sue Langdon, Ray Merchant, Eric Potter, Peter Richards and  

 Robert  Young. 

 

3204  Welcome 

  Chairman welcomed all those attending. 

 

3205  Apologies 

  Terry Baldwin and Delia Sewell sent their apologies. 

 

3206  Declarations of Interest 

  There were no interests declared. 

 

3207  Minutes 

  The Council agreed that the Chairman should sign the minutes of the  

 previous meeting held on 9
th
 January 2012 as being correct, with the  

 addition that Peter Richards left that meeting after the reports had   

 been made. 

 

3208  Matters Arising 

a)  David James distributed a further report on the progress of the Diamond  

 Jubilee Committee. 

 

b)  Veronica Packham gave a short report on the meeting she attended   

 recently regarding the proposed closure of the Mobile Library Service.   

c)  David James volunteered to attend the Chairman’s Business Awards  

 Ceremony later in the month. 

 

3209  Reports 

  Veronica Packham reported on the ALCA meeting held at the Conygre  

 Hall on 1
st
 February 2012. One of the main talking points was the fact that 

 some planning applications are being permitted under delegated powers  

 despite objections having been logged by Parish Councils. 

 

  David James reported on the Partners and Communities Together (PaCT) 

 meeting held at the Conygre Hall on 2
nd
 February 2012.mentioning the 

 issues of parking opposite the end of Lippiatt Lane and gritting throughout 

 the village. 

 

 

 

3210  Clerk’s Report 



  IT Purchasing 

 

  There have been further developments in the purchase of the Parish  

 Council’s IT equipment. I am also suggesting that I trial an open source  

 Office package until the end of March to see if there is any disadvantage  

 compared to Microsoft Office. This will potentially save £180. It was  

 agreed that the Clerk should go ahead and purchase a Lenovo   

 Thinkpad E320, a Benq 24” monitor and a Lexmark X736de Printer.  

 The freeware software will be trialled, initially for the remainder of  

 this financial year. 
 

  Connies 

 

  I have submitted the nomination of Connies for a B&NES Chairman’s  

 Business Award. 

 

  Localism Event. 

 

  Eric Potter, Veronica Packham and the clerk will attend the   

 Localism event at Larkhall on 13
th
 February. 

 

  Street Lighting Update 

 

  I have had a response from Street Lighting providing the criteria for  

 adopting street lights for maintenance purposes. I am investigating   

 whether it is likely that our lights will meet this. The Clerk is to speak to  

 Derek Hillyard to ascertain which street lights are maintained by the  

 Parish Council. 
 

  Precept Request 

 

  I have issued our precept request to B&NES for £30000 as agreed in  

 January’s Parish Council meeting. 

 

        

3211  Town Planning 

a) Planning Correspondence 

 

 11/01644/FUL   Erection of Stables 

 Mr D Ellison 

 Site of Colliery Tramway 

 Radford Hill 

 Timsbury 

 Bath 

 BA2 0QP 



 A notice was received relating to an appeal regarding this previously refused 

 application for the erection of stables. Eric Potter is to study this and draft a 

 response on behalf of the Parish Council which is not in favour of the application. 

 

b) Applications to the Council 

 

 12/00297/FUL 

 Mrs Josephine Tew   Erection of single story side and rear 

 52 St John’s Road   extensions. 

 Timsbury 

 Bath 

 BA2 0HR   Council had no objection. 

     (8 for 3 abstentions) 

 

c) Decisions by B&NES 

 

 11/05007/FUL  Erection of Conservatory to south elevation. 

 Hayeswood Farm    

 Hayeswood Road 

 Timsbury 

 Bath    PERMIT 

 

 

   

 

 

3212  The unauthorized use of land at Radford Mill. 

  The Clerk read an email from Phil Miller (Planning Enforcement,   

 B&NES) to Doug Deacon. This email makes it clear that a report is being  

 prepared in conjunction with other departments with B&NES in order to  

 identify the appropriate next action. It was agreed that the Clerk should  

 write a letter to Mr Miller asking the questions 1)What is the timetable for  

 this report being completed? 2) What will happen to the report once it is  

 complete? 3)When will a decision be taken regarding action, and who will  

 make this decision? 4) Is there any indication of whether Mr MacDonald  

 is likely to submit a revised planning application as result of the highway  

 monitoring he carried out last year? 

 

3213  Newsletter. 

  The Clerk reported on his various enquiries to printing companies with  

 regard to the printing of the Timsbury Letter. It was agreed that he should  

 investigate two of these, if possible getting examples of their work.  

 Suggestions were made that the Newsletter should remain in black and  

 white with a colour issue being trialled for the Diamond Jubilee in June,  

 and that perhaps more content could be included in Parish Notes. 

 



3214  Road Safety Group 

  Keith Galpin reiterated that for the Timsbury Road Safety Group to  

 be included in the Parish Council’s insurance it would have to be a   

 mandated by the Parish Council who would also need to authorize the  

 activities of the group. Keith also made the point that the conditions  

 attached for certain activities, including trimming overhead branches are  

 quite onerous and require a lot of preparation. 

 

3215  Financial Reporting. 

  The Council agreed on the new format of financial report presented by the  

 clerk. 

   

3216  Correspondence 

  The Clerk reported that he had received the following correspondence. 

 

  Details about Local Government Efficiency Expo. 

  Request from Spinal Injuries Association 

  Jubilee Merchandise. The clerk will forward this to David James and Ray  

 Merchant. 

  Response from Mike Fairbeard regarding YMCA funding. It was agreed  

 that the clerk would contact Mike to invite him to a future meeting of the  

 Parish Council. 

  NALC briefing on PAYE arrangements for Clerks. 

  Request from Steve Shaw from Unlock Democracy to contact Minister.  

 Clerk will contact Minister. 

  Details regarding a joint purchasing scheme for domestic oil. Clerk will  

 forward this to all Councillors. 

  A request from Planning Policy for soundbites from local organisations. 

  Information from the Conygre Trust regarding the annual contribution. 

  An invitation for a Councillor to join the B&NES Emergency Medical  

 Services Patient Forum. 

  Correspondence from Ray Merchant relating to gritting. 

  Freedom of information briefing relating to personal email accounts. 

  NALC guidance on the use of royal names and titles in Jubilee Year.  

 Clerk will forward to David James and Ray Merchant. 

  Draft Community Right to Challenge Statutory Instruments and guidance. 

  Tunley Road Speed limit change 

  A368 – Chelwood to Marksbury Speed limit change. 

   

3217  Parish Accounts 

  This month’s bills were presented as paid. (See Attachment) 

  

 

 

 

 



3218  Exchange of Information between the District Councillor and the PC. 

 

  Doug Deacon announced that it was hoped that the Cinder Path would be  

 resurfaced along its whole length within the next week, depending on the  

 weather. 

 

3219  Matters of Interest and Information. 

   

   

  6.30pm 13th February - Localism Event, Larkhall 

  7.00pm 22
nd
 February – Parishes Liaison Meeting, Keynsham 

  10.30-12.30 3
rd
 March – Litter Pick. 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.40pm. 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Chairman 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Date 

 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 5
th
 March 2012. 

 


